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Item 6 Proposed Naming of Bridge Fowlers Road to Fairwater Drive Project 

File: PR-175.30.030 Doc: IC19/728 

ITEM 6 PROPOSED NAMING OF BRIDGE FOWLERS ROAD TO FAIRWATER DRIVE PROJECT 
  

The Fowlers Road to Fairwater Drive Link is anticipated to open early to mid-2020. It will provide a vital 
connection for the suburbs of West Dapto to Dapto Town Centre, the Princes Highway and the M1, 
forming a key part of the West Dapto Access Strategy. The link includes two bridges: the main bridge 
extending from Fowlers Road over the Marshall Street deviation, the South Coast Rail Line and Mullet 
Creek; and a small bridge over the flood plain. 

Due to the amount of interest in the naming of the bridge it was considered a good opportunity to foster 
community involvement and input, allowing the community to have a say in respect of the proposed 
name. 

This report outlines the naming process and the outcome of the community engagement and seeks 
Council’s endorsement of the name “Karrara”. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council endorse the name for the main bridge extending from Fowlers Road over the Marshall Street 
deviation, South Coast Rail Line and Mullet Creek as part of the Fowlers Road to Fairwater Drive Project 
as “Karrara Bridge”. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation (Acting)  
Authorised by: Sue Savage, Director Community Services - Creative + Innovative City (Acting)  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Community Engagement Report - Help Us Name Dapto’s New Bridge - Fowlers Road to Fairwater 
Drive Link 

2  Review of Short-Listed Bridge Names Report 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Council received a request from the community that the new main bridge extending from Fowlers Road 
over Marshall Street deviation, the South Coast Rail Line and Mullet Creek as part of the Fowlers Road 
to Fairwater Drive Link Project be named by the community. The main bridge is currently under 
construction and is anticipated to open early to mid-2020. 

There is currently no policy governing the naming of bridges in the Wollongong Local Government Area 
(LGA). However, it has been determined that to be considered, bridge names should comply with 
Council’s Road Naming Policy and will be required to comply with the NSW Geographical Names Board 
(GNB) Guidelines (NSW Road Naming Policy). Although the GNB does not name bridges, it encourages 
all bridge naming to follow its guidelines. 

The name of bridges has no formal legislative basis.  However, the same procedure for road naming 
applies to bridges and other road infrastructure: 

 Local councils initiate the naming of bridges on local, regional and state roads (other than freeways). 
RMS will not object with naming proposals provided that: 

o The name has wide community support 

o An Aboriginal name has the support of local Aboriginal groups 

o Consideration has been given to national and state commemorative initiatives involving the 

naming of new or key road infrastructure 

o The name is consistent with GNB place name criteria 

o The design of the name plaque accords with RMS requirements. 
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Council adopted a new Road Naming Policy in 2018 which requires each proposed road name adopted 
by Council to be approved by a working group of the Lord Mayor and Ward Councillors prior to 
community consultation. On 1 May 2019, the West Dapto Review Committee was deemed to be the 
working group for the bridge naming project. It determined that the community would be invited to submit 
bridge names for the working group’s consideration. It was determined that the bridge would be named 
by seeking name submissions from the community based on specific criteria. 

Consultation was sought from the community for a suggested name for the main bridge. The submission 
period was open to the public for 28 days, closing on 9 September 2019. 

Council’s Community Engagement Team conducted extensive community engagement which included 
an on-site media opportunity with Gareth Ward, MP and the Lord Mayor, a media release, social media 
posts including a short promotional video, a notice in Council’s Community Update section of The 
Advertiser, and emails to key stakeholders. A project page on Council’s Engagement HQ website 
provided an online survey, frequently asked questions (FAQs) and links to relevant policies and 
guidelines. Hard copies of the FAQs, feedback forms and promotional posters were made available at 
Dapto Library, the Customer Service Centre and to key stakeholders. Presentations were made at the 
Aboriginal Reference Group and at Neighbourhood Forum 8 (NF8). The proposal was also promoted 
inadvertently by various media channels including The Illawarra Mercury newspaper and its associated 
social media channels. 

The criteria adopted for the bridge naming followed Council’s Road Naming Policy and GNB guidelines 
and names were encouraged to include relevant local, cultural, historical and natural influences in the 
region and were judged on the following criteria: 

 The name should not already exist in the LGA or neighbouring LGAs 

 Local Aboriginal significance 

 Gender – consider female names 

 Characteristics of the bridge 

 Commemorate a person 

 Be appropriate to relevant local cultural or historical influences in the region 

 Be appropriate to relevant local natural influences in the region 

 Be easy to read, spell and pronounce 

 Not be offensive or likely to cause offense 

 Not be a company or business name. 

If naming after a person, they need to have been deceased for a period of at least two years and 
consent of the family members of the person being commemorated must also be obtained. 

Following the consultation period, 125 submissions were received suggesting a total of 148 names. 
Some names were suggested more than once. Further detail is provided in the Community Engagement 
Report (refer Attachment 1) and the Review of Short-Listed Bridge Names Report (refer Attachment 2). 

Naming suggestions were evaluated based on the above criteria and verification of appropriate names 
was undertaken. 

In summary: 

 125 submissions suggesting 148 names 

 Names that did not meet the criteria or were inappropriate or offensive in nature were removed from 
consideration 

 69 names or grouping of very similar names met the naming criteria 
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 Short listed suggestions were then reviewed in accordance with GNB guidelines and against pre-
determined criteria 

 Of the 69 names that met the criteria/guidelines: 12 suggestions were indigenous, and a 
presentation was made to the Aboriginal Reference Group on 28 August 2019. Indigenous names 
were also sent for review/approval by the local Aboriginal groups/stakeholders 

 Non-indigenous historical or commemorative names were forwarded to Local Studies and further 
information/verification was obtained in respect of these suggestions 

 Further names were removed that did not pass the cultural or historical check and these are detailed 
in the Short-Listed Bridge Names Report. 

At the completion of this process, the following two names were presented to the working group for 
consideration: 

 “Karrara” the traditional Aboriginal name for Upper Mullet Creek put forward by the local high school 
and eight other respondents due to its local Aboriginal significance and meaning.  This submission 
was supported by the Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council (ILALC), the Illawarra Aboriginal 
Corporation (IAC) and the Coomaditchie United Aboriginal Corporation.  It was recommended by 
ILALC that a linguist proficient in Aboriginal languages be consulted to confirm pronunciation.  

 “Lyndall Bailey” was suggested as a commemorative name due to her outstanding community 
service to the Dapto community. The family of the late Lyndall Bailey has been consulted and is 
honoured that her name had been considered. 

The working group after being guided through the process that had been undertaken and presented with 
the names for consideration, unanimously supported the name “Karrara”. 

PROPOSAL 

On 16 October 2019 at the West Dapto Review Committee, the “working group” endorsed the name 
“Karrara”, the traditional Aboriginal name for Upper Mullet Creek. This Aboriginal name was put forward 
by nine separate community submissions including the local high school and was supported by the 
Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council (ILALC), the Illawarra Aboriginal Corporate (IAC) and the 
Coomaditchie United Aboriginal Corporation, as the name to put forward as the bridge name. 

On 26 November 2019, EMC endorsed the proposed bridge name “Karrara” to proceed to Council for 
consideration as the chosen bridge name. Following Council resolution and endorsement of the name 
“Karrara Bridge”, Council will then notify NSW GNB to update the NSW mapping database and 
Geographical Names Register with the assigned bridge name and the official declaration of the bridge 
name “Karrara” will be made at its opening in 2020. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The Community Engagement Report outlines the community strategy, stakeholder engagement and 
submissions. 

Consultation was sought from the community for a suggested name for the bridge. The submission 
period was open to the public for 28 days, closing on 9 September 2019. 

Communication methods for the engagement included an on-site media opportunity with 
Gareth Ward, MP and the Lord Mayor, a media release, social media posts including a short promotional 
video, a notice in Council’s Community Update section of The Advertiser, and emails to key 
stakeholders. A project page on Council’s Engagement HQ website provided an online survey, 
frequently asked questions (FAQs) and links to relevant policies and guidelines. Hard copies of the 
FAQs, feedback forms and promotional posters were made available at Dapto Library, the Customer 
Service Centre and to key stakeholders. Presentations were made at the Aboriginal Reference Group 
and at NF8. 
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Key stakeholders that may have an interest in the bridge naming proposal were contacted via email and 
asked to distribute this proposal through their networks: 

 NF8 

 Dapto Chamber of Commerce 

 Dapto Rotary 

 Illawarra Aboriginal Corporation 

 Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council 

 Illawarra Historical Society 

 Ribbonwood Centre /Dapto Library 

 Horsley Community Centre 

 Dapto High School 

 Kanahooka High School 

 Dapto Public School 

 Hayes Park Public School 

 Koonawarra Public School 

 Lakelands Public School 

 St Johns Primary School 

 Mount Brown Public School. 

Short Listed names were forwarded to local Aboriginal groups for cultural verification and approval and 
to Local Studies. 

It was recommended by ILALC that a linguist proficient in Aboriginal languages be consulted to confirm 
pronunciation. Statutory Property in consultation with the Aboriginal Engagement Officer has contacted 
two linguists to seek if they are able to verify pronunciation. 

Initial consultation with RMS in relation to the bridge naming has also been conducted and awaiting 
concurrence. 

The NSW GNB has also been consulted and recommended Council notify them and notifiable authorities 
to update their spatial records accordingly. 

It is anticipated that verification of pronunciation and consultation with RMS and NSW GNB will be 
finalised within a period of approximately three months. 

Significant consultation in respect of the project itself has also been undertaken separately to the bridge 
naming consultation. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We value and protect our 
environment”. 

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Property Services Service Plan 
2019−20 “Manage Council’s property portfolio including purchase, sale, leasing, easements and other 
encumbrances on Council lands”. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

If the proposed bridge name “Karrara” is resolved by Council as the chosen bridge name, Council would 
then install bridge name signage and the name plaque at this bridge location. This will be funded from 
the capital works program as part of the project. 

CONCLUSION 

Following community engagement, Council approve the proposed bridge name “Karrara” as the chosen 
bridge name. Subsequent to Council’s endorsement, Council will notify NSW GNB to update the NSW 
mapping database and Geographical Names Register with the assigned bridge name. The official 
declaration of the bridge name “Karrara” will be made at its opening in 2020.  
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