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ITEM 5 
ILLAWARRA DISTRICT WEEDS AUTHORITY DEED OF AGREEMENT - SEPTEMBER 
2019 

  
The purpose of the Illawarra District Weeds Authority (IDWA) is to administer the Biosecurity Act 2015 
and control priority weeds within the three local government areas of Wollongong City, Shellharbour City 
and Kiama Municipality. The IDWA operates under the auspices of the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint 
Organisation (ISJO) on behalf of Kiama Council who is the nominated manager. The purpose of this 
report is to request that Council resolve to continue to exercise their weed control functions under the 
Biosecurity Act 2015 jointly as the IDWA and enter into an Agreement in perpetuity for the management 
of the IDWA by the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 In accordance with Section 377 of the Local Government Act, Council exercise their weed control 
functions as the Local Control Authority under the Biosecurity Act 2015 jointly as the Illawarra 
District Weeds Authority, under the auspices of the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation. 

2 Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to finalise and execute the Illawarra District 
Weeds Authority Agreement and any other documentation required to give effect to this resolution. 

3 Council grant authority for the use of the Common Seal of Council on the agreement and any other 
documentation, should it be required to give effect to this resolution. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Joanne Page, Manager Open Space & Environmental Services  
Authorised by: Andrew Carfield, Director Infrastructure + Works  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  IW - Reporting - Council - Attachment 1 to Council Report IDWA Deed of Agreement 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The IDWA came into existence in 1992 when the three Illawarra Councils decided to form a special 
purpose Council to administer and control their weeds. Each Council subsequently resolved to jointly 
exercise their functions under the previous Noxious Weeds Act as the Illawarra District Noxious Weeds 
Authority through a Council resolution at the following meetings - 

 Kiama Municipal Council – 9/03/1993 

 Shellharbour City Council – 5/09/1994 

 Wollongong City Council – 28/01/1993.  

Since then and on behalf of the nominated manager Kiama Municipal Council, the IDWA has been 
managed by the Southern Councils Group, then the Illawarra Pilot Joint Organisation and more recently 
the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation.  

Following the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation (ISJO) being proclaimed a legislated local 
government entity on 11 May 2018, both ISJO and IDWA staff were transitioned from Kiama Municipal 
Council employees to the new ISJO entity in November 2018. To reflect these changes, an updated 
Agreement has been developed, in consultation with the IDWA Committee, which has technical staff and 
nominated Councillor representation from all three councils. Wollongong City Council is represented on 
this committee by Councillor Cath Blakey and the Environment and Conservation Services Manager 
Vanni De Luca. 
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The attached Agreement outlines the joint venture relationship and outlines the roles and responsibilities 
of all parties under the Biosecurity Act 2015 and relevant regulations. IDWA Officers currently hold 
appointment from the General Manager as an authorised officer pursuant to section 372 of the 
Biosecurity Act 2015.  

Priority weeds are outlined in the adopted IDWA Biosecurity Weed Control Policy and Management Plan 
2018-2023. Priority weeds are determined through the following mechanisms: 

 State Priority Weeds – are subject to specific regulatory measures as details in the Biosecurity 
Act 2015 and supporting regulations 

 Regional Priority Weeds - were determined by the South East Regional Weeds Committee in 
consultation with the community and stakeholders 

 Local Priority Weeds - the Biosecurity Act allows for the flexibility to respond to the protection of 
local assets and IDWA undertakes local inspection and control programs on these weeds aimed 
at strategic asset protection.  

The IDWA meets quarterly by rotation in each Council area and compiles an Annual report highlighting 
operational activities and audited financial position over the previous year. Quarterly progress is reported 
via Council’s Quarterly Review process. 

It is noted that during 2018-19 the proposed winter aerial spraying program of bitou bush was suspended 
pending a full review including the use of glyphosate in this procedure. This review is still being 
conducted.  

PROPOSAL 

Following participating IDWA council resolutions, the ISJO Board intends to resolve at the 19 September 
2019 Board meeting to allow the three Illawarra Councils to delegate their weed control functions 
pursuant to section 377(3) of the LG Act. The Deed of Agreement is proposed to commence from 
September 2019 on an ongoing basis. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

 Illawarra District Weeds Authority Committee 

 Legal Counsel 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We Value and Protect our 
Environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.1.2  Manage and effectively 
improve the cleanliness, 
health and biodiversity of 
creeks, lakes, waterways 
and oceans. 

1.1.1.2 Projects and 
programs that 
achieve 
enhancement of the 
natural environment 
and escarpment are 
developed and 
implemented 

 

Support the Illawarra District 
Weeds Authority to fulfil weed 
control obligations under the 
Biosecurity Act 2015, prioritising 
actions identified under relevant 
threat abatement plans and 
high priority natural areas 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Funds are provided for the operations of the IDWA by the NSW Government and constituent councils. 
Annual financial contributions are included in the adopted budget for 2019-20 and under the Agreement 
will be indexed to CPI on an annual basis. The 2019-20 financial contribution by Wollongong City 
Council to the IDWA is $83,927.71 (inclusive of GST). 

CONCLUSION 

Council is best placed to effectively manage its Biosecurity duties in relation to priority weeds in 
collaboration with Shellharbour City Council and Kiama Council under the auspice of the Illawarra District 
Weeds Authority and managed by the Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation. This regional 
arrangement has worked effectively for many years and is well placed to manage our mutual biosecurity 
obligations into the future. 
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