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ITEM 6 PROPOSED NAMING OF THREE UNNAMED RESERVES IN KEMBLA GRANGE 
  
Kembla Grange Estate Pty Ltd has formally requested Council to name three public reserves currently 
being constructed within the emerging Kembla Grange residential area. The proposed names are - 

 Stane Dyke Park 

 McPhail Reserve 

 Mogomorra Park. 

Council publically exhibited this naming proposal from 11 June to 8 July 2019. This report outlines the 
outcome of this community engagement and now seeks Council endorsement to apply to the 
Geographical Names Board to formally assign Lot 996 DP 1239565 as ‘Stane Dyke Park’, Lot 99 
DP 1230416 and Lot 999 DP1239565 as ‘McPhail Reserve’, and Lot 2000 DP 1239566 as ‘Mogomorra 
Park’ under the Geographical Names Act 1996. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council endorse the application to the Geographical Names Board of NSW to formally assign the 
following under the Geographical Names Act 1996 - 

a Lot 996 DP 1239565 as ‘Stane Dyke Park’ 

b Lot 99 DP 1230416 and Lot 999 DP1239565 as ‘McPhail Reserve’ 

c Lot 2000 DP 1239566 as ‘Mogomorra Park’. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation (Acting)  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Map of Proposed 'Stane Dyke Park' 
2  Map of Proposed 'McPhail Reserve' 
3  Map of Proposed 'Mogomorra Park' 
4  Naming of Parks in Kembla Grange Engagement Report - July 2019 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Council conditionally approved DA-2017/486 on 21 December 2017 for the Torrens Title subdivision of 
277 residential lots, two open space lots, one drainage lot, and one lot to be consolidated with Lot 99 
approved via DA-2016/410 and associated works. 

Condition 10 of the approval deals directly with naming of parks and sportsgrounds: 

10 Park and Sportsground Naming 

Park and sportsground naming is to comply with Council’s policy ‘Community Recognition 
Program’ and ‘Naming of Parks, Community Facilities and Parks Management Policy’ for the 
naming of any park, sportsground or natural area within the subdivision. If the developer fails to 
lodge an appropriate name, Council will reserve the right to nominate a suitable name. 

In January 2019, Kembla Grange Estate Pty Ltd (the developer) formally requested Council consider the 
naming of three public reserves within the emerging Kembla Grange Estate, located off Sheaffes and 
Paynes Roads, Kembla Grange. 
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The proposed names were - 

 Stane Dyke Oval – Park 3A (refer Attachment 1) 

 McPhail Reserve – Lot 99 DP 1230416 and Lot 999 DP1239565 (refer Attachment 2) 

 Mogomorra Park – Lot 2000 DP 1239566 (refer Attachment 3). 

Council’s policy is to consider the naming of parks, sportsgrounds, natural areas and general community 
use lands (including features within those) based on the following - 

 Names of Aboriginal origin and indigenous significance to the local area 

 Historical or cultural significance to the local area 

 Geographical relevance of the immediate area 

 Names associated with the heritage of an area are also encouraged, especially the names of early 
explorers, settlers, naturalists, events. 

The naming proposals represent the European and Aboriginal heritage of the subject area and based on 
a number of heritage studies and Interpretation Plan (Heritage21, 2017) which supports DA-2017/486. 
Following discussions with Council officers, the developer has agreed to change Stane Dyke Oval to 
Stane Dyke Park, the more accurate nomenclature for the shape of the Community land. 

Stane Dyke Park 

The proposed Stane Dyke Park fronts Stane Dyke Homestead, a heritage item identified in WLEP 2009 
and having local heritage significance. “Stane Dyke”, Scottish tongue for stone wall, was built c. 1890 
and relocated in 1930 to its current location. According to the State Heritage Register database, the 
homestead has significance for historical and aesthetic reasons, is a representative example of Victorian 
period rural houses in the local area, and is relatively rare as sandstone houses of this type were 
uncommon (OEH, 2019). 

The park presents as a visual continuation of the curtilage of the homestead to Sheaffes Road, and 
allows unobstructed views to the homestead from Sheaffes Road and beyond. 

The park is zoned RE1 Public Recreation and will in future contain a single rectangular sporting field 
providing active recreational opportunities. This park is yet to be formally subdivided. 

McPhail Reserve 

The McPhail family were the last owners of the subject land and have resided in the Stane Dyke 
Homestead since its construction in the 1880’s. The McPhail’s who were successful dairy farmers at the 
time, are noted for donating land in Kembla Grange for the construction of the West Dapto Public 
School, now a pre-school and also a local heritage item in WLEP 2009. The stone for the old school was 
obtained from the same quarry used for Stane Dyke (Heritage 21, 2017). 

The proposed name recognises the family name and its long association with the area including the old 
West Dapto Public School which is sited slightly west of park. 

The reserve is zoned E3 Environmental Management and contains a detention basin, picnic facilities and 
a natural area providing passive recreational opportunities. 

Mogomorra Park 

Mogomorra is a local Aboriginal name for the Kembla Grange area. This naming proposal is supported 
by a letter of support from the Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council [ILALC] whilst the proposed name 
and spelling is referenced in a report published by Organ, MK. (1993) Illawarra and South Coast 
Aborigines 1770-1900, University of Wollongong. 

The park is zoned RE1 Public Recreation and contains a playground, path network and large detention 
basin providing passive recreational opportunities. 
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A review of the Geographical Names Board [GNB] Place Name Search function revealed no similar or 
same names locally or elsewhere state-wide. 

PROPOSAL 

Noting the extensive community consultation regarding the proposal and the advice received from 
ILALC, Council endorsement is sought to apply to the GNB to formally assign Park 3A as ‘Stane Dyke 
Park’, Lot 99 DP 1230416 and Lot 999 DP1239565 as ‘McPhail Reserve’ and Lot 2000 DP 1239566 as 
‘Mogomorra Park’ under the Geographical Names Act 1996. 

Should the GNB support the proposal, interpretative signage or additional signage text will be utilised to 
assist residents in understanding name meanings. This approach is consistent with the NSW 
Geographical Names Board Policy and Guidelines. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Following EMC endorsement on 14 May 2019, a community engagement process was undertaken from 
11 June to 8 July 2019 to canvass the community’s views on the proposal (refer Attachment 4). 

Three submissions were received. Two submissions opposed the proposed names suggesting that 
names should be proposed by the community, not developers and that the parks should be named after 
Aboriginal elders or ‘first founding members of Wollongong…who donated their lands to the council or 
government for school use’. 

One submission supported the proposed name Mogomorra suggesting the name recognised local 
Aboriginal history and connections. 

These comments have been considered but no changes are proposed. The table below outlines this 
consideration. 

Comment Response to submission Impact 

Names should be proposed by 
the community, not developers. 

Council conditionally approved DA-
2017/486 including condition 10 which 
outlined the process for park naming. 

All proposed names are considered in 
accordance with Council’s Naming of 
Community Facilities and Parks 
(Including Sports Grounds and Natural 
Areas) Policy. 

Comment noted – no 
further action required. 

Parks should be named after 
Aboriginal elders or ‘first 
founding members of 
Wollongong…who donated their 
lands to the council or 
government for school use’. 

McPhail Reserve is named after the 
McPhail family who donated part of 
their land for the construction of the old 
West Dapto Public School.  The old 
school land and building forms part of 
the development and lies adjacent to 
reserve. 

Comment noted – no 
further action required. 

Mogomorra name recognises 
local Aboriginal history and 
connections. 

Feedback noted supporting no change 
to proposal. 

Comment noted – no 
further action required. 

 
All three submissions have been formally acknowledged as per Community Engagement’s protocols for 
online engagement. In addition, a “We asked, You Said, We Did” style document will be uploaded on the 
project Have Your Say page or distributed to people who provided feedback to help close the 
engagement loop. 
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The engagement elements are summarised below - 

Methods Details of Methods Distribution 

Councillor Information Note Information about the exhibition was 
sent to Councillors prior to the proposal 
being distributed to the community. 

Lord Mayor and 
Councillors 

FAQ A Frequently Asked Questions 
document was created addressing 
location, background information, and 
the process to name the Park. 

All community 

Map A Location Map was created, which 
was used during the exhibition to 
clearly show the proposed location of 
the Park and its proximity houses and 
existing roads. 

All community 

Feedback Form A Feedback Form was created for 
those wishing to submit comments on 
the proposal. 

All community 

Website The Have Your Say webpage was 
created that included opportunities for 
online feedback. 

All community 

The Advertiser A notice was placed in the Council 
column of “The Advertiser”. 

All community 

Resident mail out Letters were sent to more than 472 
households within a radius of 
approximately 1,500 metres of the site 
– included with the letter was: a FAQ 
document, a Map, a Feedback Form, 
and a link to Council’s “Have Your Say” 
website. 

Local residents 

 
PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We are a Connected and Engaged 
Community”.  It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

3.3 Partner with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders and culturally and 
linguistically diverse communities and 
schools 

3.3.2.1 Deliver and support a 
range of projects  and 
programs which build 
harmony, understanding 
and cultural awareness 

Collaborate in joint projects with local 
Aboriginal organisations and the 
community. 

4.1.1 Provide residents with equitable 
access to information and 
opportunities to inform decision 
making 

4.1.1.1 Ensure an effective 
community engagement 
framework that connects 
the community to Council 
decision making 

Deliver a diverse range of community 
engagement opportunities to inform 
and guide development and delivery of 
Council business. 
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CONCLUSION 

In accordance with Council’s Naming of Community Facilities and Parks (including Sports Grounds and 
Natural Areas) Policy, Stane Dyke Park, McPhail Reserve and Mogomorra Park are proposed for 
unnamed Community land in Kembla Grange. 

Noting the extensive community consultation regarding the proposal and the advice received from the 
ILALC endorsement is now sought to apply to the GNB to formally assign Park 3A as ‘Stane Dyke Park’, 
Lot 99 DP 1230416 and Lot 999 DP1239565 as ‘McPhail Reserve’, and Lot 2000 DP 1239566 as 
‘Mogomorra Park’ under the Geographical Names Act 1996.  
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