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ITEM 3 CONNECTING NEIGHBOURS GRANTS PROGRAM ROUND 4 
  
In 2018 Council piloted a funding program to provide grants to community members and groups wanting 
to make a positive impact on their local area. The program, Connecting Neighbours, aimed to strengthen 
and celebrate neighbourhoods at the grass roots level, creating connections and encouraging collective 
action to build strong communities. 

Following on from the previous three rounds, the Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 was 
open for grant applications from 25 February until 20 April 2020. Six Category 1 applications and nine 
Category 2 applications were received from suburbs across the City. The applications have been 
considered by a review panel and the General Manager.  

This report provides a list of recommended successful recipients for Round 4 for activities to be 
implemented by March 2021. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council note the successful recipients for Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Sue Savage, Manager Community Cultural + Economic Development  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 - Panel Recommendations (under $250) 
2  Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 - Panel Recommendations (up to $1000) 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Connecting Neighbours Grants Program provides grants to community members and groups who 
want to make a positive impact in their local area. The program aims to build positive neighbourhoods 
and community connections, support creative, innovative and unique activities and events while 
providing opportunities for vulnerable groups and individuals. The program focuses on celebrating 
neighbourhoods at the grass roots level. The first three rounds of the program saw projects funded for 
delivery across our City in 2018-2020.  

Building on the success of the first two rounds in 2018-2019, funding allocations were continued for 
2019-2020 to provide grants to small groups of community members and smaller community groups 
across all suburbs of Wollongong. The grants have two categories: 

Category 1 Up to $250 for an individual who, along with at least two other community members, 
shares an idea and wants to make it happen; 

Category 2 Up to $1,000 for projects where community members have partnered with an incorporated 
organisation to auspice the funds and support the project.  

Round 4 applications were assessed against the criteria on 30 April 2020 by a panel consisting of: 
Manager Community Cultural and Economic Development, Community Development and Engagement 
Manager and Coordinator Community Partnerships and Safety. The General Manager approved the 
panel’s recommendations on 7 May 2020. 

A total of 13 applications, including six Category 1 and seven Category 2 applications, are recommended 
for funding for a total of $7,750. 
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PROPOSAL 

Council notes the Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 successful recipients as listed.  

Category Project Title Location 

Up to $250 Creative Corners Austinmer 

 Composting Heroes North Wollongong 

 Grand Court Reserve Rejuvenation Fairy Meadow 

 Grant Court Gardens Fairy Meadow 

 Maxwell Road Rest Spot Austinmer 

 Dapto Ambulance Station 50th Anniversary 
Community Party 

Dapto 

Up to $1,000 Family Fun Day Horsley 

 BNC Boomerang Bags Bellambi 

 St Luke's Working Bee & Parent Networking Dapto 

 New Dapto Road Social Cohesion Program Wollongong 

 Gardening Community Care Helensburgh 

 Bundaleer Movie Nights Warrawong 

 Bellambi Community Garden Bellambi 

 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 was promoted as follows: 

• Council’s website 

• Social media activity 

• Distribution through existing formal and informal networks 

• The approach of ‘community coaches’ from the Community Development Team also continued in 
the process. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goal 3 - ‘Wollongong is a creative, vibrant 
city’, Goal 4 - ‘We are a connected and engaged community’ and Goal 5 - ‘We are a healthy community 
in a liveable city’. It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

4.2.1 Support residents, business and 
visitors to be actively involved in 
diverse community activities helping 
to connect neighbours.  

4.2.1.2 Support community 
participation in community 
activities. 

4.2.1.2.3 Pilot, evaluate and implement 
a ‘Connecting Neighbours’ Grant 
program. 



 Ordinary Meeting of Council 25 May 2020 78 

 

 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT 

The Connecting Neighbours Grants Program has been integrated into the Financial Assistance 
Procedures Management Policy in accordance with Council’s resolution of 29 January 2019.  

The provision of coaching and support by Council staff was an additional avenue to manage risk.  

The approval process for applications has taken into account a risk assessment. The funding categories 
have been designed to increase the level of accountability and management in line with increased 
amounts and associated risk.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 has been delivered in accordance with the current 
budget allocation.   

CONCLUSION 

The Connecting Neighbours Grants Program Round 4 has provided a further opportunity for Council to 
expand the existing programs offered through the Financial Assistance Policy and create greater 
flexibility in how support is provided for small locally based activities. This grants program demonstrates 
Council’s commitment to working with community members to build on local neighbourhood strengths 
and add an additional element to our place making initiatives.  
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