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ITEM 4 PUBLIC EXHIBITION - DRAFT WOLLONGONG DCP 2009 - CHAPTER E23: RIPARIAN 
LAND MANAGEMENT  

Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 - Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management was adopted on 
15 December 2009.  A review of this Chapter has occurred to reflect contemporary legislative and policy 
amendments and update its currency.  
It is recommended that the revised draft Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management be exhibited for a 
minimum 28 day period to allow community consultation. 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 The draft Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 - Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management 

be exhibited for a minimum period of 28 days. 
2 Following the exhibition period, a report outlining the submissions received from the public 

exhibition process be prepared for Council’s consideration. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy 
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Summary of Amendments 
2 Draft Revised Wollongong DCP 2009 - Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management 

 

In 2009 Council prepared and exhibited the Wollongong Development Control Plan (DCP) to accompany 
the Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009.  On 15 December 2009, Council adopted the Wollongong 
DCP 2009 and it came into force on 3 March 2010.  Periodic review, update and amendment of DCP 2009 
occurs as required, to ensure plans continue to be useful and relevant. 
The many watercourses of the Wollongong Local Government Area (LGA) predominantly flow from the 
escarpment to the coast, through a range of landscapes.  Over time, the majority of these watercourses 
and associated riparian lands have undergone varying modifications and changes due to urban 
development and rural use. 
Effective riparian land management is key to bed and bank stability, water quality, biodiversity and 
environmental corridor function to promote the long-term health of the catchments within which these 
watercourses flow.  Protecting and properly managing riparian land is vital to reduce the pressure on, 
and threats to, watercourses and their associated ecosystems, and to support the biodiversity of the 
Wollongong LGA in the long term. 
The purpose of Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management is to outline Council’s minimum requirements 
to minimise adverse impact on riparian lands as a result of development.  This includes development on 
land in or adjacent mapped watercourses, and development which involves watercourse crossings.  The 
requirements reflect the principles and recommendations contained in the Riparian Corridor Management 
Study 2004 prepared by the then NSW Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources 
(RCM Study).  This Study and its recommendations are based on the local characteristics of the 
Wollongong LGA and seek to ensure that the long term functioning of each waterway and riparian lands 
align with its assessed environmental value or category. 
The method used to categorise watercourses in the RCM Study, and included in the current DCP Chapter 
and revised draft DCP Chapter, is different to that used by the NSW Natural Resource Access Regulator’s 
(NRAR) Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land – Riparian Corridors (2018).  The NRAR 
Riparian Corridor Guidelines are general, State-wide guidelines that categorise all watercourses 
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uniformly based on their location within a catchment, while the RCM Study provides width values 
specifically relevant to the Wollongong LGA, its geomorphology and waterway structure and function. 

PROPOSAL 
Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 – Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management was adopted on 
15 December 2009.  Since its adoption in 2009, there have been updates to the relevant legislation, State 
Government guidelines and Council Policy relevant to this Chapter of the DCP.  
A review of Chapter E23, relevant legislation, guidance documents and Council Policy has been 
undertaken which identified the need to update and amend the Chapter. Internal consultation was 
conducted with relevant Council Divisions to understand how the DCP Chapter E23 is referenced, with the 
aim of incorporating improvements.  
The DCP Chapter was also benchmarked against similar Chapters adopted by other LGAs, including – 

• City of Sydney • Sutherland • Bankstown
• Woollahra • Campbelltown • Lane Cove
• North Sydney • Penrith City • Blacktown
• Shellharbour • Kiama • Shoalhaven
• Ku-ring-gai • Penrith • Lake Macquarie
• Newcastle • Eurobodalla • Coffs Harbour

Attachment 1 provides a summary of the changes recommended for Wollongong DCP 2009 - Chapter E23 
Riparian Land Management. 
A revised draft DCP Chapter E23 has been prepared (Attachment 2) and includes new controls to comply 
and more closely align with the current requirements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, Water Management Act 2000, Fisheries Management Act 1994 and National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974, a suite of Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation (LMBD) reforms (2017), and updated 
Council Policy. 
The regulatory and policy framework changes that have occurred since adoption of Chapter E23 in 2009 
are as follows – 

Repealed Commenced Amended 
• Water Management (General)

Regulation 2004

• Threatened Species
Conservation Act 1995

• Parts 7-9 of the National Parks
and Wildlife Act 1974

• Nature Conservation Trust Act
2001

• Native Vegetation Act 2003

• Rural Lands Protection Act
1998

• Catchment Management
Authorities Act 2003

• Lake Illawarra Authority Act
1987

• Water Management (General)
Regulation 2018

• Biodiversity Conservation Act
2016

• Local Land Services Act 2013
SEPP (Vegetation in Non
Rural Areas) 2017

• Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979

• Fisheries Management Act
1994

• Land Management and
Biodiversity Conservation
(LMBD) reforms (2017)

• Vegetation Management Plan
Guidelines for Development
Applications and Unauthorised
Works (Council 2019)

• West Dapto Open Space
Design and Technical Manuals
relevant to the West Dapto
Urban Release Area (Council
2019)
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It is recommended that Council resolve to exhibit the revised draft Chapter E23 Riparian Land 
Management (Attachment 2) for a minimum period of 28 days. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Internal consultation was conducted with relevant Council Divisions to understand how the Wollongong 
DCP 2009 Chapter E23 is referenced, with the aim of incorporating improvements.  The Council teams 
consulted included Environmental Planning, Development Assessment and Certification, Land Use 
Planning, Open Space & Environmental Services, West Dapto Urban Release and Design Technical 
Services.  Advice was also sought from Council’s Legal Team to check for clarity, legibility and legal 
correctness of the proposed DCP Chapter amendments. 

This report proposes public exhibition of the amended Wollongong DCP 2009 draft Chapter E23 for a 
minimum period of 28 days.  All submissions will be reviewed and any post exhibition revised amendments 
will be reported to a future Council meeting for further consideration. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2028 Objective “The Sustainability of our urban 
environment is improved” under the Community Goal “We value and protect our environment”.  It 
specifically delivers on the following - 

Community Strategic Plan 
Strategy 

Delivery Program 2018-2022 
4 Year Action 

Operational Plan 2021-22 
Operational Plan Actions 

Manage land uses to strengthen urban 
areas 

1.3.1  Impacts from development 
on the environment are 
assessed, monitored and 
mitigated 

Action 1:  Assess new developments 
and planning proposals for 
environmental impacts. 

Manage visual and urban amenity 
resulting from urban development. 

1.3.2.2  Mitigate the impact of 
development on the natural 
environment and visual 
amenity of our open 
spaces and urban areas 

Action 1:  Review and implement 
planning controls to 
mitigate the impact of 
development on the 
natural environment and 
visual amenity of our 
spaces and urban areas. 

CONCLUSION 
A review of Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter E23 Riparian Land Management has 
been conducted and identified the need for amendments in line with current legislation, State Government 
guidelines and Council Policy.  The revised draft DCP Chapter E23 also includes new controls to comply 
and more closely align with the suite of Land Management and Biodiversity Conservation Reforms. 
This report recommends that the revised draft Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter E23 
Riparian Land Management be endorsed for public exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days. 
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