Preliminary Report: The Nazi allegations raised against Bronius Sredersas

Submitted by Emeritus Prof Konrad Kwiet to the City Council of Wollongong

My brief

I have been asked by Wollongong City Council to investigate the allegations raised against
Bronius Sredersas, a Lithuanian migrant who arrived in Australia in 1950 and passed away in
1982. My preliminary report focusses on his war time service. His pre-war life and the time
spent after the war as a “Displaced Person” (DP) in occupied Germany are only briefly
outlined. No comments are made on his life in Wollongong and his reputation as local
“celebrity”, playing a vital role in the cultural landscape of the city, as an art collector and
donor of valuable paintings to the Wollongong Art Gallery.

Review

My review is designed to assist the City Council on how to respond to the allegations which
have caused considerable furore. My historical research was carried out in Sydney, within in
a short period of six weeks, relying only on the evaluation of a few publications printed in
German and English as well as on of a handful of documents, copies of copies, retrieved from
electronic data banks or obtained from holdings in archival depositories in Australia, Germany
and Lithuania. To put it differently, no archival studies have been undertaken to trace and
evaluate original documents, especially those still not digitalized. I am listing the names of
eight experts, eight archives and the scant literature consulted. Up to this point in time, two
experts and one archive have not responded to my enquiries. Thus, my report is ‘preliminary’,
presenting first findings and highlighting the problems which are still unresolved, that is, the
questions which still have to be answered. Key documents which substantiate my findings are
displaced in the attachment.

My initial overview was that Sredersas was a Lithuanian collaborator, serving as “Kriminalbeamter” —
a detective — in the “Saugumas” — to be more precise - in its department V -the section of the
Lithuanian Criminal Police — office B 4. The records reveal that he had already worked prior to the
war, first as policeman, then as police officer in the Lithuanian State Security Department. When the
Soviets took over control on Lithuania in July 1940, he was dismissed and reinstated after the Germans
had invaded and occupied the country in 1941.

Findings

The name Bronius Sredersas was never brought to the attention of the Special Investigations
Unit (SIU), Australia’s Nazi war crimes commission set up by the Hawke government in 1987
to investigate Nazi war crimes allegations made against Australian citizens and residents and
to prepare cases for trial. His name did not appear on the lists of Lithuanian suspects compiled
by Efraim Zuroff and sent to the SIU'. The renowned Israeli “Nazi hunter” received some
documents only a few weeks ago. He summarized his assessment with one sentence: that

! Attorney-General’s Department, Report of the Investigations of War Criminals in Australia. Canberra:

Australian Government Publishing Services (1993), pp. 302-401.
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Sredersas “very likely participated in Holocaust crimes”?. Mark Aarons, a former investigative

journalist of the ABC, played a pivotal role in reigniting the Nazi war crimes in Australia. He
too did not discover Sredersas in his intensive research’. Furthermore, neither ASIO, the
Australian Federal Police (AFP), the Menzies Enquiry nor any other agency had alerted the
SIU of the whereabouts of an alleged Nazi war criminal named Bronius Sredersas.

As I understand it, Michael Samaras, a former Wollongong City Council councilor, was the
first claiming that Sredersas was a Nazi collaborator in occupied Lithuania, working as
Intelligence Officer with the Secret Service (SD), the Intelligence agency of SS and the Nazi
Party (NSDAP) and most likely involved in war crimes and crimes of the Holocaust. He spent
four years collecting archival documents to substantiate his claims. His material is known to
Council members and was handed over to Library of the City Art Gallery. By then the SIU
had long abandoned its operations. Shut down by the Keating government in 1992, new Nazi
war crimes allegations were directed to the AFP, a decision which excluded the allocation of
additional resources and gave a clear signal that the Nazi war crimes debate was closed. Even
if Samaras’ material had been sent to the AFP, no investigations would have commenced.
Sredersas died in 1982. Alleged Nazi war criminals who were deceased were not investigated,
as no criminal charges could be laid.

Michael Samaras sent me copies of documents, obtained from the National Archives of
Australia, the Arolsen Archives in Germany, the Lithuanian Central State Archives in Vilnius
and other sources. They have been examined and identified as authentic historical documents.

One document, in my view, needs to be verified: the “Temporary Certificate for an Individual”,
issued by the Panevezys District Administration on 12 September 1941 to Bronius Sredersas®.
The document shows two additional later dates and records Sredersas’ profession as “seaman”.
I'have asked the Lithuanian Central State Archives to examine the authenticity of the document.
I was told that on that very date no temporary certificates were issued”. A “quellenkritische
Untersuchung” - a source critical investigation - has to be carried out to confirm the authenticity
of the certificate and its archival transmission. Otherwise, the suspicion or speculation must
remain that it was forged.

Other records, obtained by Michael Samaras, have been inserted into my review. I continued
what the Germans call the “Spurensuche”, searching for sources, which I unearthed in archival
depositories.

The first finding is of utmost importance. Sredersas acquired two citizenships - the Lithuanian
and the German, adopting each time slightly different first and family names. Born in 1910 in
the Crimean city of Simferopol, he was baptised Bronislav Shreders as the son of ethnic

2 Email messages from Zuroff to Samares, 12.1., and 16.1.2022.
3 Mark Aarons, War Criminals Welcome. Australia. A Sanctuary for Fugitive War Criminals Since 1945.
Melbourne: Black 2001

4 Attachment Doc 1
5 Email messages from the Lithuanian Central State Archives to Kwiet, 22.4 and 29.4.2022 (henceforth LCVA)
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German (“Volksdeutsche”) parents. After World War I the family moved to Lithuania,
acquiring Lithuanian citizenship, lithuanizing their name into Sredersas. Bronislovas Sredersas
finished his high school years at the Gymnasium in Ukmerge, discontinued his University
studies in Law and Commerce after 2 /2 years and embarked in 1935 on a professional career
as “Kriminalbeamter”’- a detective - within the Lithuanian State Security Department. When
the Soviet Union took over control of Lithuania in 1940, he was dismissed. One year later, in
June 1941 - on the eve of German invasion of the Soviet Union - he successfully applied for
German citizenship, germaniszing his name into Bronislaus Schroeders. After the war, seeking
refuge as a DP in Germany, he concealed and renounced his German citizenship, reassuming
his Lithuanian name.

There can be no doubt: Sredersas and Schroeders are the same person. They share the same
date of birth (4.12.1910), the same place of birth (Simferopol), the same religious affiliation
(Roman Catholic) , the same parental names (Anna and Maximilian), the same heights
(177/178 cm), the same single status, the same signature and, most significantly, identical
“Lichtbilder”, photographs appearing on identity cards and other official documents®.

The second important finding: I obtained from the German Federal Archives in Berlin
Schroeders naturalisation records’. They confirm that he and his mother® submitted on 12 June
1941 their applications for German citizenship to the Einwanderungszentrale (EWZ - Central
Immigration Office), the SS-agency in charge of the resettlement and naturalization of ethnic
Germans. Moreover, they turned up in Zgierz, a small village, located in close proximity to
Lodz in occupied Poland. They were assessed on the same day and immediately declared as
German nationals by a mobile commando of the EWZ’. On index cards Schroeders stated that
he would like to resume his career as member of the Criminal Police'°.

While Schroeders was recording his professional ambitions to an SS agency, preparations were
underway to launch the German war of destruction against the Soviet Union - code-named
“Barbarossa”. The mobile SS-Einsatzgruppen (EGr - Operational Task Forces) were already
assembled in occupied Poland waiting to follow the Germany army. Equipped with specific
killing orders they unleashed the genocidal campaign, the first wave of open-air shootings
which signaled the beginning of the “Final Solution” - the murder of the Jews. No evidence
has been found to suggest that Schroeders was recruited by the Einsatzkommando 3 (EK) to
serve as local guide, translator or intelligence officer. Headed by SS-Standartenfiihrer Karl

6 Attachment Doc 1; 2; 2.1; 2.3

7 Federal Archives Berlin R 9361-V 37004

8 Federal Archives Berlin R 9361-IV 37003. Her husband had died a few years before in Lithuania
9 Attachment Doc 3

10 Attachment Doc 4
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Jager, EK 3 murdered till November 1941 - in broad day light and in close cooperation with

Lithuanian collaborators - 137, 346 men, women and children; the vast majority were Jews'!.

The third finding: once Lithuania was occupied, the mobile EK 3 was transformed into the
stationary KdS Litauen (Commander of the Security Police (SiPo) and Secret Service (SD)
Lithuania)'?2. I cannot answer the question when Schroeders resumed his career as
Kriminalbeamter. Having passed the obligatory security clearance, he was appointed by Jager
and assigned to a position within the KdS Criminal Police Department V B 5. 1 have never
heard of such an office nor found any information in the literature consulted. The Lithuanian
State Archives informed me that their electronic data bank of digitalized files does not contain
any records or information on this office and its activities'>. Further archival research is
required to retrieve documents which have not yet been scanned and digitalized.

The fourth and most important finding: on 7 November 1943 Schroeders submitted a German
application to the “SS-Ersatz-Inspection Ost, Nebenstelle Litauen” (the Lithuanian sub branch
of the SS-Inspectorate and recruitment center in the Reichskommissariat Ostland) to serve as
volunteer in the ranks of the Waffen-SS, the military arm of the SS'*. Several type-written pages
were completed in hand writing on Lebenslauf (CV), upbringing and education, service record,
home address and place of work. He did not include in his CV any information on his political
views and affiliations, on memberships of parties or organizations, on military experiences. He
did not recall any “besondere Ereignisse” (special events). He simply stated: “Keine” (None).
On a separate “Meldevorgang” (reporting form), he declared himself as a “Beamter”, a public
servant, employed by the Secret Service (SD), working in the Criminal Police Department V
B 5. The address given: Kaunas, Uytanto Pr 67 - Witautu prosp 67. This address has to be
verified. Confirming the occupiers of the building might answer the question whether
Schroeders performed his service within the German Criminal police or within the ranks of the
Lithuanian Security and Criminal Police (Saugumas) which employed from November 1941
around 800 to 900 persons and operated under the watchful eyes of their German masters'°.

Basically, officials of the Criminal Police - be they Germans or Lithuanians - were entrusted
with the task of investigating and combatting “ordinary crimes” - such as homicide, robbery,
accidents, missing persons, fugitives, identity theft, extortion, vice, black market and other
war-related economic crimes. They tracked down and arrested, interrogated and tortured
individuals and handed over suspects to the Gestapo (Secret State Police). These included Jews
and non-Jews. As it also happened - in Lithuania and elsewhere in Hitler’s “Reich” — that

" Extract from Jager-Report, 1.12.1941, in: Yitzhak Arad, Yisrael Gutman, Abraham Margaliot (eds.) Documents

of the Holocaust. Selected Sources on the Destruction of the Jews of Germany and Austria, Poland and the Soviet
Union. Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, Oxford: Pergamon Press 1981, pp.398-400.

12 Attachment Docs 19 and 20
13 Email message from the LCVA to Kwiet, 29.4.2022
¥ LCVA, F. R-656 ap.1, b.1581, 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9. Attachment Docs 5.1; 5.2; 5.3; 5.4

15 Christoph Dieckmann, Deutsche Besatzungspolitik in Litauen 1941-1944. Vol. 1. Géttingen: Wallstein 2011,
pp. 534-539. See also Attachment Doc 10
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member of the Criminal Police participated in war crimes and crimes of the Holocaust. If the
manpower of the SiPo and SD was not available or insufficient to carry out large-scale
“Judenaktionen”, mass-executions, deportations or ghetto liquidations, or to fight against the
partisans, criminal policemen as well as officials from other Nazi agencies were recruited to
bolster the execution commando squads. As already stated, no document has yet come to light
which confirms, that Schroeders perpetrated war crimes or crimes of the Holocaust. After the
war his name was not placed on wanted lists of Lithuanian war criminals. The deputy director
of the former KGB Archives in Lithuania informed me'¢ that the holdings do not contain a
“personal dossier” on Sredersas / Schroeders which indicates that the Soviets did not
investigate him in absentia.

In 1958 in the West German city of Ludwigsburg the “Zentrale Stelle” - the Central Office of
State Justice Administration for the Investigations of Nazi Crimes - commenced its work. Over
the next decades a massive, unparalleled archival depository was established, accessible
through a “Zentralkartei” (central file registry) which contains 1,750 million index cards. They
carry the names of 700 000 persons, 26 000 places and crime scenes and 100 000 perpetrators.
I was told that the names Sredersas / Schroeders do not appear in the “Zentralkartei "’

I am unable to shed light on Schroeders application at the end of 1943 to join the military ranks
of the Waffen-SS. He passed the examination on 7 November, declared as “suitable” for the
Waffen-SS and war service. It might well be that he briefly fought as soldiers in a German
Waffen-SS unit or in one the battalions of the Lithuanian Territorial Defense Forces (LTDF)
against partisans and approaching Russian soldiers'®. The LTDF, having recruited some 10 000
volunteers, was dissolved in May 1944. Some were arrested and incarcerated in concentration
camps. A handful were murdered. Others were deported as forced laborers to Germany. A few
managed to escape. Sredersas maintained after the war that he had fled Lithuania in October
1944 out of fear of the advancing Russians'®.

The last important finding: arriving in Germany, Schroeders reemerged as Sredersas. His DP
records, preserved in the Arolsen Archives and the National Archives of Australia also confirm
that he concealed his German citizenship and war time service as official of the Criminal Police
within the KdS agency in Lithuania. Displaced Persons had to fill out questionnaires, outlining
their employment for the preceding 12 years. In one document he declared that he was
“unemployed’ from August 1940 till December 1943, then working as “seaman” from
December 1943 till June 1944, followed again by unemployment and, finally from September

16 Email message from Remeika to Kwiet, 22.4.2022

17 Email message from Cueppers to Kwiet, 6.5.2022

18 Arunas Bubnys, Matthew Kott, and Uelle Kraft. “The Baltic States. Auxiliaries and Waffen-SS Soldiers from
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania”, in: Jochen Bohler & Robert Gerwarth (eds.) The Waffen-SS. A European History.
Oxford: Oxford University Press 2017, pp.120-164; Jason Pipes, “Lithuanian Volunteers in the German
Wehrmacht in WW I1”. http.//feldgrau.com/Lith.html. See also Saulius Suziedelis, “The Military Mobilizations
campaigns of 1943 and 1944 in German-Occupied Lithuania”, in: Journal of Baltic Studies 21 (1990), pp. 32-52.

1% Application Schroeders, 20.2.1950., Attachment Doc 6
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1944 till January 1945, working as “cook”?’. Displaced Persons had to submit numerous
applications and to insert their “personal history”. In one application for skilled workers,
Sredersas wrote?!: “... From 1935 to 1940 I worked as a policeman. From 1942 to 1944 1
worked on a ship as a seaman. From 1946 to 1947 I attended the Navigation and Sea-
Engineering School??. From 4" October to 4™ December 1948 1 worked as a seaman”.
Displaced Persons had to proof that they had no criminal record. Sredersas found an old friend
and compatriot who provided him with a brief character reference, emphasizing: “(I) know
(him) since the time of secondary school. During the war he was a farmer and left the country

only (in) 1944. He was neither (a) soldier nor (a) police (man)”?>.

Renouncing his German citizenship, concealing war time service and presenting himself as a
Lithuanian DP enabled Sredersas to be classified by the International Refugee Organisation
(IRO) as a political refugee, eligible for rehabilitation, maintenance and resettlement.
Moreover, Germans and Ethnic Germans were not permitted to migrate to Australia. The ban
was lifted in 1952, igniting a wave of Jewish protests against the arrival of Germans, Nazis and
war criminals. In 1950, having passed all the examinations of the IRO, Sredersas embarked on
his journey to Australia - his newly adopted homeland. In Wollongong he rebuilt his life,
continuing to conceal his temporary German citizenship during the war and his services during
the Holocaust.

In conclusion

Bronius Sredersas alias Bronislaus Schroeders was neither a member of the Nazi Party
(NSDAP) nor of the SS, Heinrich Himmler’s “Schutzstaffel”, at best a late applicant to and
perhaps a soldier of the Waffen-SS. Prior to the war, he served under his Lithuanian family
name Sredersas as a Criminal Police officer within the ranks of the Lithuanian State Security
Department. Dismissed by the Sovjets in 1940, he hastened to become a German citizen,
assuming his initially ethnic German family name, germanizing it into Schroeders. After the
German invasion in 1941, he resumed his professional career as “Kriminalbeamter” — passing
a security clearance and installed by Karl Jager, the Commander of the Security Police and
Security Service. Schroeders took up a position in the Criminal Police Department V of the
KdS apparatus which also controlled the Lithuanian Security Police and Criminal Police. An
army of German and Lithuanian perpetrators implemented the program of the “Final Solution™-
the destruction of the Jewish world in Lithuania and the terror imposed upon the population.
However, no document has as yet come to light that Schroeders committed war crimes or acts
of genocide. He was never investigated for war crimes or summoned to give evidence in war
crimes investigation and trials.

20 Application for Assistance Il, 17.9.1947, Attachment Doc 7

2L Attachment Doc 8

22 This maritime “navigation” school, sponsored by UNRA (United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation), was set
up the Antwerp-Westerwelle DP camp. Located at the outskirts of Flensburg, it assembled refugees from the
Baltic States.

23 Application for Assistance 1V, 19.9.1947. Attachment Doc 9
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As official of the KdS apparatus, Srederdsas / Schroeders could be classified as and labelled
as “Nazi collaborator” though the definition of a “collaborator” does not apply to him. A “Nazi
collaborator” is a citizen of an occupied country who cooperates with the enemy, the occupying
force. Schroeders performed his duties as a German, not regarding the German occupiers as
enemies. He could be called, borrowing the term, introduced by Christopher Browning, as an
“Ordinary Man”, working for a terroristic occupation regime and playing a pivotal role in the
functioning of such a regime. He could also be characterized, to use Daniel Goldhagen’s term,
as one of “Hitler’s Willing Executioners”, implementing Nazi policies and rules in occupied
Lithuania. Last but not least, Sredersas was a clog in the Nazi machinery of mass destruction.
He might not have committed murder, but his war time position within the SS and Police
apparatus made him complicit to the Holocaust and others hideous crimes perpetrated. At the
end of the war, he left Lithuania seeking refuge in Germany. He spent almost five years as a
DP in Germany, concealing his war time German citizenship and service. Recognized by the
IRO as a Lithuanian political refugee, Bronius Sredersas was permitted to migrate to Australia,
never revealing the role he had played during the Nazi occupation of Lithuania and the
destruction of Litvak Jews. However one judges Sredersas / Schroeders, he was, in my view,
an opportunist, a true chameleon who wove his career paths strategically through turbulent
times.

If council members regard these findings as sufficient to hand down a verdict on the Sredersas
case, then my preliminary report has fulfilled its purpose. There are still many questions
unanswered and problems unsolved. Attempts to shed more light on his war time record
require further archival studies. They would be time-consuming (2-3 weeks) and costly. They
have to be conducted in the Lithuanian State Archives in Vilnius and the Regional State
Archives in Kaunas and perhaps also in Germany, in the Military Archives in Freiburg and in
the Arolsen Archives. It might well be, that the findings are minimal, even ending in a dead
end. Many Nazi record collections did not survive the war. They were destroyed, either
shredded or burned, especially those, classified as “top secret”, in order to erase the evidence
of the crimes and the names of the perpetrators. In July 1944 most of the records of the
Lithuanian Security and Criminal Police in Vilnius were destroyed®*. Perhaps Sredersas /
Schroeders “Personalakte” (personal file), disclosing his war time service, has been erased
forever.

Experts, Archives and Literature consulted

Experts consulted
Mark Aarons, former investigative ABC journalist, re-igniting the Nazi war crimes debate in
Australian in the mid-1980.

Graham Blewitt, former Director of the Special Investigations Unit (SIU), Australia’s Nazi
War Crimes Commission.

24 Dieckmann, Besatzungspolitik, vol. 1, p. 536
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Dr. Arunas Bubnys, Genocide and Resistance Centre of Lithuania. Chief Historian. As yet -
No response.

Dr. Martin Cueppers. Director of the Forschungsstelle Ludwigsburg. He checked the
“Zentralkartei” and informed me that the names Sredersas / Schroeders do not appear in the
“Zentralkartei”.

Dr..Jiirgen Matthdaus, Director of Applied Research, US Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington DC , providing me with valuable information on the Police and SS in Lithuanian
and suggesting to approach other experts and relevant archives.

Michael Samaras, former councilor of Wollongong City Council, sending me documents and
records and other material from his collection.

Kestas Remeika, Deputy Director of the former KGB Archive. He informed me that the names
Sredersas / Schroeders do not appear in KGB files and dossiers.

Emeritus Professor in History Saulius Suziedelis. University of Millersville Pennsylvania. He
provided me with valuable information on the SS and Police system in occupied Lithuania, and
suggested to search for further archival files, especially for the telephone listings of German
and Lithuanian officials of the Security and Criminal Police.

Emanuelis Zingeris, Chairman of the “Komisja’ - The International Commission for the
Evaluation of the Crimes of Nazi and Soviet Occupation Regimes in Lithuania. As yet - No
response.

Archives consulted

National Archives of Australia (NAA). Retrieving from online-archives records of Sredersas..
The Arolsen Archives preserve the holdings of the former ITS (International Tracing Service
of the Red Cross). They are one of the world’s largest depositories on the victims and
survivors of Nazi terror. They keep over 50 million files and index cards, running over
26,000 meters, providing personal data on 17. 5 million persons. One quarter of the holdings
relate to World War II and the Holocaust; three quarters to the immediate postwar period, that
is, to Displaced Persons who found a temporary home in DP camps set up in Germany,
Austria and Italy. Names and places, correspondence and questionnaires, statements and
applications for emigration can be retrieved, not only of Holocaust survivors but also of
perpetrators and bystanders of the Holocaust.

German Federal Archives Berlin-Lichterfelde (BA Berlin). Retrieving Schroeders records
from the German “Einwanderungszentrale” (EWZ) documenting his German naturalization in
June 1941. The only Sredersas/Schroeders kept at the BAB.

German Federal Archives. Militdrarchiv Freiburg. Searching for records on Schroeders’
recruitment and service in the Waffen-SS. Response: no records are kept at the archive.
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German Federal Archives — PA Berlin (formerly WAST). Searching for military records on
Schroeders serving in the Waffen-SS, and possible entries in the “Krankenbuchlager”
(‘medical record store). As yet - No response.

German Federal Archives — Ludwigsburg. Searching for Sredersas/Schroeders files in the
record collections of the former “Zentrale Stelle . Response: No mentioning of names and files
in the “Zentralkartei”.

Lithuanian Central State Archives — Vilnius. Searching and retrieving Sredersas / Schroeders
documents shedding light on his upbringing, pre-war life in Lithuania and service as
“Kriminalbeamter in the Lithuanian Security Department till 1940 — and after 1941 in the
Criminal Police Department V B 5 of the KdS Litauen.

Lithuanian Regional State Archive — Kaunas. Searching for records on Sredersas / Schroeders
war time service in Kaunas. Response: no military service records of World War II are kept in
the archive.

Literature consulted
Mark Aarons, War Criminals Welcome. Australia, A Sanctuary for Fugitive War Criminals
Since 1945. Melbourne: Black 2001.

Carly Adno, “SJM to investigate claims”, in: Australian Jews News (AJN), 8.4.2022, p.4.

Yitzhak Arad, Yisrael Gutman, Abraham Margaliot (eds.) Documents of the Holocaust.
Selected Sources on the Destruction of the Jews of Germany and Austria, Poland and the Soviet
Union. Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, Oxford: Pergamon Press 1981.

Attorney-General’s Department, Report of the Investigations of War Criminals in Australia.
Canberra: Australian Government Publishing Services

Review of material relating to the entry of suspected war criminals into Australia. (Menzies
Report, 1986)

Ruth Balint, Destination Elsewhere. Displaced Persons and their Quest to Leave Postwar
Europe. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press 2021.

David Bankier, Expulsion and Extermination. Holocaust Testimonies from Provincial
Lithuania. Jerusalem: Yad Vashem 2011.

Wolfgang Benz, Konrad Kwiet, Jirgen Matthdus (eds.) Einsatz im “Reichskommissariat
Ostland”. Dokumente zum Vélkermord im Baltikum und in Weifrufland 1941-1941. Berlin:
Metropol Verlag 1998.

Wolfgang Benz, Marion Neiss (eds.) Judenmord in Litauen. Studien und Dokumente. Berlin:
Metropol Verlag 1999.
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Arunas Bubnys, “The Holocaust in Lithuania: An Outline of the Major Stages and their
Results”, in: Alvydas Nikzentaitis, Stefan Schreiner & Darius Staliunas (eds.) The Vanished
World of Lithuanian Jews. Amsterdam-New York: Rodopi 2004. pp. 205-219.

Arunas Bubnys, Matthew Kott, and Uelle Kraft. “The Baltic States. Auxiliaries and Waffen-
SS Soldiers from Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania”, in: Jochen Bohler & Robert Gerwarth (eds.)
The Waffen-SS. A European History. Oxford: Oxford University Press 2017.

Arunas Bubnys, “The Holocaust in the Lithuanian Province: The Kaunas District”, in: David
Gaunt, Paul A. Levine & Laure Palosuo (eds.), Collaboration and Resistance During the
Holocaust. Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania. Bern: Peter Lang 2004, pp. 283-312.

Joseph L.Davis, “Man on the Run (But from Whom?) The Gringilla Art Benefator Bronius
‘Bob’ Sredersas (1910-1982)’.

Christoph Dieckmann, Deutsche Besatzungspolitik in Litauen 1941-1944. 2 vols., Gottingen:
Wallstein Verlag 2011.

Royce Kurmelovs, “Jewish Museum to lead investigation into claim Wollongong identity
collaborated with Nazis”, in: Australian edition of The Guardian, 1.4.2022.

Konrad Kwiet, “Rehearsing for Murder; The Beginning of the Final Solution in Lithuania in
June 19417, n: Holocaust and Genocide Studies 12/1 (1998), pp. 3-26;

Michael MacQueen, “The Context of Mass Destruction: Agents and Prerequisites of the
Holocaust in Lithuania”, in: Holocaust and Genocide Studies 12/1 (1998), pp. 27-48.

Jayne Persian, Beautiful Balts. From Displaced Persons to New Australians. Sydney: New
South Publishing 2017.

Jason Pipes, “Lithuanian Volunteers in the German Wehrmacht in WW II”.
hitp.//feldgrau.com/Lith.html.

Saulius Suziedelis, “The Military Mobilizations campaigns of 1943 and 1944 in German-
Occupied Lithuania”, in: Journal of Baltic Studies 21 (1990), pp. 32-52.

My credentials

Born in 1941, I grew up in Germany and Holland, studied History and Political Science and
commenced my academic career at the Technical University Berlin in 1967. Upon my arrival
in Australia in 1976, I took up a position as historian at the German Department at the
University of New South Wales. In 1992 I was appointed Professor in German and European
Studies and Deputy Director of the Center for Comparative Holocaust and Genocide Studies
at Macquarie University. I served as chief historian of the Australian War Crimes
Commission (SIU). I also acted as historical consultant and expert witness for the Canadian,
Scottish and American war crimes units. For a short period of time, I was a member of the
International Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of Nazi and Soviet Occupation
Regimes in Lithuania, a position from which I stepped down in 2011 in view of the hostile
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campaigns launched against Jewish partisan fighters labelled as war criminals. My areas of
research and teaching cover the fields of Modern Jewish History and German History, the
History of the Antisemitism, the Holocaust and war crimes as well as of exile-studies. I have
been a Visiting Professor in Jewish Studies at St Antony College, Oxford, at the Jewish
University in Heidelberg, and the Universities in Frankfurt/Main and Berlin. I spent over one
year (1985/86) as Senior Scholar-in-Residence at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington D.C. researching and publishing on the Holocaust in Lithuania. In 2000,

following my retirement from Macquarie University, | joined the staff of the Department for Hebrew, Biblical and
Jewish Studies as Adjunct Professor in Jewish and Roth Lecturer in Holocaust at the University of Sydney. On 31
December 2014, I retired as Pratt Foundation Professor in Modern Jewish History and Holocaust Studies. I am still
offering my services as a casual lecturer, and I continue to work as Resident Historian at the Sydney Jewish
Museum, a position I took up 30 years ago.

Emeritus Prof Konrad Kwiet
19 May 2022

Attachment - Key Documents

Doc 1 Temporary Certificate for Sredersas, 13.9.1941; obtained from Samaras, retrieved from
the Lithuanian Central States Archives (LCVA)

Doc2 Photogaphs appearing on
2.1 Temporary Certificate (Doc 1)

2.2 IRO certificate or Purpose of Emigration to Australia (1949); retrieved from online
archives of the National Archives of Australia (NAA: A 12027, 450) and Arolsen Archives
(AA: online archive Sredersas)

23 Index card on racial screening during the naturalization process, 12.6.41; retrieved
from German Federal Archives Berlin (BAB- R 9361-1V 37004)

2.4 IRO Medical Examination Form (1949), retrieved from online archives of the NAA
and AA.

Doc 3  Copy of Naturalisation certificate, 12.6.1941, retrieved from BAB

This document is CONFIDENTIAL. None of this report can be reproduced or shared without the
explicit permission of the CEO of the Sydney Jewish Museum
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Doc 4 Index card of naturalization process, 12.6.1941, retrieved from BAB.

Doc 5 German application for the Waffen-SS, 7.11.1943, obtained from Samaras , retrieved
from LCVA F - 656, ap.1, b 1581, 1,3,4,5,6,7,8.,9.

5.1 form sheet

5.2 cv

53 “Meldevordruck” (reporting form)

5.4 Certificate “Ostland”

Doc 6 Application Schroeders, 20.2.1950; retrieved from NAA

Doc 7 IRO Application for Assistance II, 17.4.1947, retrieved from NAA and AA
Doc 8 IRO Application for Assistance IV, 17.9.1947, retrieved from NAA and AA
Doc 9  Individual record for skilled workers, retrieved from NAA and AA

Doc 10 Table: SS and Police Structure

Doc 11 Table: Structure Reichskommissariat Ostland

This document is CONFIDENTIAL. None of this report can be reproduced or shared without the
explicit permission of the CEO of the Sydney Jewish Museum
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SS and Police Structure

- Hitler-

Reich Chancellor und “Fiihrer”

- Himmler-

Reichsfiihrer-SS and Chief of the German Police

1

|

-Heydrich / Kaltenbrunner- -Priitzmann / Jeckeln-
Reich Security Main Office Higher SS and Police Leader
Office - RSHA | HSSPF Ostland
EGr A > Baltic States Commander of Sipo and SD
Jager- | BdS Lithuania
EK 3 > Lithuania
\
- Jdger-

Commander of Sipo and 5D

KdS Lithuania

B

Dep| Administration

Dep il Economy

Dep Il Secret Service (SD) Saugumas

Dep IV Gestapo A Lithuanian Security
- B4 Jews and

Dep V  Criminal Police Criminal Police

© Kwiet




Structure Reichskommissariat Ostland

Lithuania
-Hitler-
Reich Reich Chancellor and Fiihrer
-Rosenberg- ~ Himmler- -Keitel-
Minister for the Occupied Reichsflihrer-5S High Command of Army
Territories in the East {OKW)
= 1
-Heydrich- -Daluege-
Sipo and SD Order Police
{RSHA)
Ostland
- Lohse- -Pritzmann/leckeln- -Bremer-
Reichskommigsatriat _ _ § Higher SS and Police Leaders Military Commander
Ostland HSSPF Ostland Ostland
- >~
- ' - ~ -~
Commander Commander
Sipo and SD Orpo
BdS Ostland BdO Ostland
~ - - .
~ -
General Commissariat SS and Police Leader Military Commander
-Latvia ~Dlechsler- - Latvia - Latvia
-Estonia  -Lifzmann- - Estonia - Estonia
-White Russia| -Kube- - White Russia - White Russia
-Lithuania -v. Renteln- ~ Lithuania - Lithuania
Lithuania
Commander Commander Military Field
Sipo and SD Orpo Command
KdS Lithuania KdQ Lithuania Offices (FK)
-
e Jager ~

District / City
Commissariat ~
Kaunas
Vilnius

-

Lithuanian

Civil Administration—— Security and Criminal Police

O Kwiet

SS and Police
Base Leader

Commander
city / local police
{KdSch/KdGend)

mobile and stationary __ Waffen-5S

“Schutzmannschaften”
(Schuma > auxiliary

police)






