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ITEM 9 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY - 2019/2020 RECIPIENTS REPORT 

Wollongong City Council makes funding available to the community through the Financial Assistance 
Policy.   While there are a number of programs within the policy, there are several programs which are 
made available on an annual cycle.  

This report provides information on the following program recipients for 2019/2020 in accordance with 
Council’s Financial Assistance Policy: 

Part B: Small Cultural Grants Program 

Part C: Small Grants NAIDOC Week Events 

Part D: Sponsorship of Community Events 

Part E: Contribution to Bands and Choirs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council note this report. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Sue Savage, Manager Community Cultural and Economic Development 
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Part B: Small Cultural Grants Program - 2019/2020 Applicants 
2 Part C: Small Grants NAIDOC Week Events - 2019/2020 Applicants 
3 Part D: Sponsorship of Community Events - 2019/2020 Applicants 
4 Part E: Contribution to Bands and Choirs - 2019/2020 Applicants 

BACKGROUND 

Council’s Financial Assistance Policy provides for financial assistance to a variety of groups, individuals 
and not-for-profit organisations. In accordance with the policy the attached recipients applied for funding 
and have met the criteria for financial support in their selected program. 

The Statement of Procedures for each category of funding sets out a process for approval and, in 
accordance with the policy, each of the requests for financial assistance is assessed and considered 
under the delegation of the General Manager. 

This report covers four of the programs offered by Wollongong City Council under the current Financial 
Assistance Policy.  Each of these categories has slightly different assessment processes being 
determined under delegated authority (as per the policy) and being reported to Council for information 
and transparency. 

PROPOSAL 

Council note the report. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The opportunity to apply for financial assistance in accordance with Council’s Financial Assistance 
Program and to attend an information session was communicated in the following ways: 

• Media release to local media

• Advertisements in Council’s pages of The Advertiser
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• Social media activity

• Information available on Council’s website

• Direct email to past applicants and recipients, community groups and event organisers.

The consultation/assessment process was undertaken in accordance with the policy and involved the 
following: 

Sponsorship of Community Events and Contribution to Bands and Choirs: 

• General Manager

• Manager Community Cultural and Economic Development

• Communications and Engagement Manager

• Events Team Leader.

Small Cultural Grants and Small Grants NAIDOC Week Event: 

• General Manager

• Community and Cultural Development Team

• Wollongong City Council’s Aboriginal Reference Group

• Small Cultural Grants sub-committee.

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal 3 “We have a creative, vibrant city” 
and goal 4 “We are a connected and engaged community”. 

It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2018-19 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

3.2.1 Museums and galleries are promoted 
as part of the cultural landscape 

3.2.1.1 Provide Support to 
existing and emerging 
artists and performers 

Manage Cultural Grants Programs 
(small and large) 

3.2.3  Local groups and communities are 
actively supported to provide 
community-based programs, events 
and festivals that celebrate cultural 
traditions and contemporary 
practices. 

3.2.3.1  Support the coordination 
of an externally funded 
calendar of activities 
delivered across the City 

Facilitate events occurring for NAIDOC 
Week, Reconciliation Week and Sorry 
Day. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

All applicants are required to provide an operational budget as part of the application process as well as 
evidence of current public liability insurance.  An agreement between Council and the recipient will be 
signed by both parties. 

Applicants are advised throughout the process that the approval of funding is not an approval of their 
event and that all appropriate permits and licenses must be sought separately to this process. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The following Financial Assistance Programs are delivered within the 2019/2020 Council approved 
budget: 

Part B: Small Cultural Grants Program 

Part C: Small Grants NAIDOC Week Events 

Part D: Sponsorship of Community Events 

Part E: Contribution to Bands and Choirs. 

CONCLUSION 

Council’s Financial Assistance Policy enables the City of Wollongong to deliver events, activities and 
programs throughout the community.  These events and activities reach a wide cross section of our 
community, enriching lives and adding valuable experiences while also providing a value proposition that 
feeds the visitor economy. 

The delivery of the Financial Assistance Program is an investment in our community. 
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