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ITEM 5 POLICY REVIEW:  MEDIA COUNCIL POLICY 
  

The Media Council Policy was last adopted by Council in August 2015 and is to be reviewed within 
12 months of the election of a new Council.  The policy has now been reviewed and is submitted for 
consideration. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The revised Media Council Policy be adopted by Council. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Sue Savage, Manager Community Cultural and Economic Development  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Media Council Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Council’s Media Policy is to be reviewed within the first 12 months of the term of a new Council. The 
policy has now been reviewed to reflect current media practice. 

PROPOSAL 

The modifications proposed are focused on simplifying the language to make the policy more accessible 
and acknowledging the inclusion of digital media as a valued platform within the media landscape. The 
policy also references use of social media. 

The policy replaces references to the “Public Relations Office” with “Media Office”, in keeping with 
common phrasing. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Communications and Engagement Manager  

Office of the Lord Mayor 

Council’s Media Office 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We are a Connected and Engaged 
Community”. 

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Communications, Engagement, 
Events and Signage Service Plan 2018-19. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

Ineffective media liaison is an organisational risk as it prevents information about Council related 
activities, news and announcements being effectively shared with our community. Further, it can have a 
negative impact on relationships with external stakeholders such as local, state and federal government 
departments and elected representatives. 

Internal stakeholders also need clear direction on how Council manages and who in Council is 
responsible for media releases, announcements and co-ordinating opportunities. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The policy can be managed within the current operational budget. 

CONCLUSION 

Council adopt the Media Council Policy. 
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