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ITEM 11 POST EXHIBITION - COUNCILLOR EXPENSES AND FACILITIES POLICY 
  
At its meeting held on 21 February 2022, Council resolved to place an updated Councillor Expenses and 
Facilities Policy on public exhibition.  This report provides the results of the public exhibition process and 
presents the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy for adoption by Council.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 The updated Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy be adopted. 
2 The Payment of Lord Mayoral Fee to Deputy Lord Mayor Policy be revoked as relevant provisions 

have been incorporated into the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Todd Hopwood, Manager Governance and Customer Service  
Authorised by: Renee Campbell, Director Corporate Services - Connected + Engaged City  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 
At its meeting held on 21 February 2022 Council considered a report to place on public exhibition an 
updated Councillor Expenses and Facilities policy to satisfy the requirement under Section 253 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 that Council review and adopt an updated policy within the first 12 months 
after each election.  The Draft Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy had been updated to incorporate 
changes that reflect technology changes since policy was last updated as well as changes to provide 
greater clarity around expenses and approval processes.  Council resolved to endorse the draft policy for 
exhibition with a number of amendments.  These amendments were made and the draft policy was 
exhibited. 

PROPOSAL 

It is proposed that the Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy, as outlined in Attachment 1 be adopted.   
Council has an existing Payment of Lord Mayoral Fee to Deputy Lord Mayor Policy that defines the 
circumstances in which the Deputy Lord Mayor will receive payment of the Lord Mayoral fee.  It is 
considered appropriate that all policy positions relating to Councillor fees, expenses and facilities, that 
are not mandated by legislation or regulations, be included in the same policy.  This will allow the 
Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy to act as a single source of truth on these matters. 
The updated Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy has included the existing provisions from the 
Payment of Lord Mayoral Fee to Deputy Lord Mayor Policy and if the Councillor Expenses and Facilities 
Policy is endorsed, the revocation of the Payment of Lord Mayoral Fee to Deputy Lord Mayor Policy is 
also recommended.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
The draft policy was placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, concluding on 4 April 2022, in 
which time the public could view the draft document and make comment.  During the exhibition period 
the webpage for the policy exhibition was visited 31 times, with 16 copies of the document being 
downloaded and 4 submissions being received by the end of the exhibition period. 
Of the 4 submissions, 2 submissions provided commentary around perceived lack of sustainable 
practices in the draft policy, with particular concern with the provision of printers and hard copy 
newspapers to Councillors. 
Three of the submissions provided commentary and concern around the removal of caps to expenses. 
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Comments / responses are provided below in relation to the submissions. 

Submissions on Sustainability 
A number of submissions expressed a desire for Council to remove hard copy paper options in a number 
of areas such as newspaper subscriptions and provision of printers.  The updated policy is mindful of 
sustainability options and encourages Councillors to take up a digital only newspaper subscription but 
does permit Councillors to receive a hard copy delivery if circumstances make that more appropriate.   
The relevant clause highlighting the digital first approach is shown below: 
 Newspaper Subscriptions 

 9.26  Consistent with Council’s sustainability goals, Councillors are encouraged to take up an 
electronic newspaper subscription service in accordance with 9.16 rather than a physical 
newspaper delivery service.  However if required a physical newspaper delivery of a 
relevant regional newspaper will be provided to Councillors on request. 

In relation to the provision of printers the updated policy again encourages Councillors to take up and 
use electronic/digital services and formats wherever possible.  The relevant clause highlighting the digital 
first approach is shown below: 
 Printing 

 9.27  Consistent with Council’s sustainability goals, Councillors are encouraged to use 
electronic/digital services and formats wherever possible.  However if Councillors need to 
undertake their own printing, they can utilise printers in the Councillor Common Room, or 
be provided with a personal device upon request. 

Submissions on Limitation of Expenses 
The Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy is drafted in a manner consistent with the overriding 
principle that the details and range of expenses paid and facilities provided to councillors by the council 
must be clearly and specifically stated and be fully transparent and acceptable to the local community.   
This is consistent with the principles outlined in the OLG Guidelines for the payment of expenses and the 
provision of facilities for Mayors and Councillors in NSW. 
The updated policy provided additional guidance around definitions of entitlements for reimbursement as 
well as introducing a number of new limits on calculations of reimbursements. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goal “We are a connected and engaged 
community” 
It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the 2021-22 Service Plan of the 
Governance and Customer Service Division. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
Council is committed to creating a sustainable City for future generations.  This policy is guided by that 
principle and aims to encourage the ethical, financially responsible and environmentally sustainable use 
of Council resources by the elected Council.  

RISK MANAGEMENT 
The draft policy is intended to reduce risks in the area of reimbursement of Councillor expenses by 
providing a defined range of items and a process for approval for reimbursement and expenses that can 
be claimed by each Councillor.  It also provides greater clarity on allowed reimbursements.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The adoption of the updated policy is not expected to create any additional financial implications to 
Council, as the proposed policy does not propose any expansion in facilities or expenses provided to 
Councillors and expenditure under the existing policy which is budgeted for. 

CONCLUSION 
The Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy is recommended for adoption. 
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