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ITEM 3 FAIRY CREEK CORRIDOR MASTER PLAN 
  

The Fairy Creek Corridor has been highlighted as an important recreational precinct covering the 
suburbs of West Wollongong, Keiraville, Gwynneville and North Wollongong and a key component of the 
Keira Green Corridor. 

In developing this master plan, a series of community engagement initiatives were undertaken to inform 
the development of a draft recreational master plan. 

The draft master plan was then placed on public exhibition in mid 2018. The community feedback noted 
that the community was very supportive of the concepts exhibited and will provide a strong platform for 
future grant funding opportunities for improved amenity, connectivity and vegetation management. 

The report now seeks Council’s adoption of the draft Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 The Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan be adopted by Council as a reference point for the future 
renewal and development of the precinct. 

2 The Implementation Summary be noted. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Peter Coyte, Manager Property and Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan 
2  Fairy Creek Corridor Masterplan Engagement Report 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Fairy Creek Corridor study area is a dynamic and diverse open space corridor that is highly valued 
by the local community. The area incorporates land in the west from the M1 near Mount Keira Road then 
east along the historic Keira Mine Tramway track through to Wiseman Park Gwynneville, noting the 
Beaton Park Precinct was master planned independently in 2018 and the broader implications of which 
have been considered as part of the Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan. 

The study area encompasses a creek habitat, natural remnant forests, many established trees, grassed 
open spaces, sporting ovals and sporting infrastructure and a stormwater detention basin. 

In 2013, Council officers pursued a site analysis report that identified the constraints and functionality of 
the Fairy Creek Corridor precinct. This site analysis report in turn noted the key features of the study 
area and aided in the preparation of a draft master plan. 

In 2017/18 Council supported the development of the Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan. The following 
opportunities were identified as key outcomes for consideration in the development of the draft master 
plan: 

 Identify opportunities for community meeting spaces. 

 Enhance sporting, social, environmental and recreational services. 

 Investigate opportunities to improve the functionality of the creek for recreational uses. 

An extensive community engagement phase was held with the draft master plan being placed on 
exhibition from 2 May to 8 June 2018 which saw the community actively encouraged to have its say 
about the study area and attributes. 
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In addition to one-on-one briefings with key local stakeholder Neighbourhood Committee Forum 5, 
Council officers undertook an onsite information stall, web based engagement, a mail out to over 
500 residents, targeted surveys, engagement with local schools, bushcare groups, sporting clubs and 
the Disability Trust. 

The engagement phase and master plan preparation identified the key areas of focus for the precinct 
going forward, these included: 

 The heritage value of the tramway. 

 Environmental significance of Endangered Ecological Community Illawarra Lowland Grassy 
Woodland adjoining Wiseman Park. 

 The importance of stormwater drainage infrastructure. 

 The opportunity for enhancing existing pathways for improved connectivity. 

 Desire for strong community connection to the reserves for passive and active recreation pursuits. 

Results of the engagement phase noted that from the workshops and face to face meetings are as 
follows: 

Response Number of responses 

Support 36 

Do not support 5 

The majority of respondents (35) were supportive of the proposal to develop the Fairy Creek Master Plan 
while five respondents did not support the proposal. The primary reason for non-support from the five 
community submissions was the desire to maintain the natural state of the study area rather than 
progress with improvements.  Formal footpaths will provide a more accessible area.  It is not proposed to 
change the natural feel of the area but to improve ability for the broader community to enjoy in an 
inclusive manner. 

As outlined in Attachment 2 the feedback on the master plan focused on eight themes, these being: 

 Paths 

 Playgrounds 

 Accessibility 

 Infrastructure; 

 Recreational activities 

 Natural environment 

 Heritage 

 Vehicles. 

Key considerations which have since been incorporated in the final draft Fairy Creek Corridor Master 
Plan presented to Council in Attachment 1 are: 

 More street trees, planting and succession planting for Wiseman Park (linked to the Urban Greening 
Strategy). 

 Additional wider footpaths to enhance connectivity to local schools. 

 Provision of street furniture such as bike racks, seating, bubblers and an equally accessible BBQ. 
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The final draft master plan also incorporates programmed renewal works at Wiseman Park including the 
renewal of the sporting amenities to incorporate Disabled Discrimination Act compliant public toilets and 
enhanced sportsfield lighting to address ongoing requests from local sporting clubs for training purposes. 

The master plan is a long term vision for the study area and will be a key reference in subsequent capital 
planning and external grant funding applications and as such, careful consideration should be focused 
on its staged implementation. 

Stage 1 should incorporate the following: 

 A commitment to undertake a further safety audit of the study area. 

 Installation of signage – directional, hazard and interpretation. 

 Pursuing projects already scheduled for funding (lighting and amenities). 

 Pursuing funding for outdoor exercise equipment at Wiseman Park. 

Subsequent stages should include: 

 Pursuing street tree planting. 

 Relocation of the playground at Wiseman Park. 

 Creation of a plaza in Gipps Road. 

 Extending the pathway through Green Acre Road Reserve to Gilmore Street. 

 Continue implementing the Vegetation Management Plan recommendations. 

 Upgrade Gilmore Park amenities. 

PROPOSAL 

The draft Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan is endorsed as the reference point for the future renewal and 
development of the precinct. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Council officers have undertaken extensive community engagement initiatives throughout 2018, with key 
stakeholder Neighbourhood Committee Forum 5 demonstrating a strong willingness to actively 
participate in the engagement phase. The draft master plan was exhibited from 2 May to 8 June 2018. 
The exhibition featured on Council’s Have your Say page with an online survey feature. 

Council also facilitated a well-attended onsite information stall at Wiseman Park as well as engaging staff 
and children of nearby schools. 

The details of the outcome of the engagement phase are provided in Attachment 2. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We are a healthy community in a 
liveable city”. It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2018-19 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

5.5.1 Public facilities in key locations and 
transport routes are maintained and 
clean, accessible and inviting to our 
community and visitors 

5.5.1.1 Well maintained assets 
are provided that meet the 
needs of the current and 
future communities 

Undertake high priority works, as per 
open space works schedule to 
strengthen connections and people 
movement 

5.1.4 Urban areas are created to provide a 
healthy and safe living environment 
for our community 

5.1.5.1 Provide an appropriate 
and sustainable range of 
quality passive and active 
open spaces and facilities 

Explore opportunities outlined in the 
needs assessment developed for the 
Beaton Park Precinct 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

A number of the key initiatives identified in the Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan have secured funding in 
Council’s Infrastructure Delivery Program 2018-2022. Those unfunded elements identified in the 
implementation table below will be progressed for consideration and potential funding in subsequent 
years through Council’s Annual Planning process. 

The Implementation Summary key features are outlined below: 

Project Budget Estimated Cost Programmed 

Wiseman Park amenities renewal (funded) $700K 2021/22 

Wiseman Park Oval lighting $280K 2019/20 

Gilmore Park amenities $540K 2020/21 

Linkage path Foleys to Gipps $390K Unfunded 

Fitness equipment installation $100K Pending Business 
Proposal 

New playground $350K 2022/23 

Signage [interpretive and directional] $35K Unfunded 

Gipps Street plaza $81K Unfunded 

Vegetation Management Plan $10K Unfunded 

Implement Vegetation Management Plan $200K Unfunded 

Tramway Link share path $1,337K Unfunded 

Street tree planting Implemented in 
combination with Urban 

Greening Strategy 

In existing budgets 

South Wiseman Park woodland path $275K Unfunded 

CONCLUSION 

The Fairy Creek Corridor study area is a unique natural and built open space corridor that is highly 
valued by the local community and within two kilometres of the CBD. 

Council officers have undertaken a comprehensive community consultation project which has effectively 
pursued the community’s input into the development of the draft Fairy Creek Corridor Master Plan. 

The consultation activities and variety of engagement methods used during this process have provided 
the community with the opportunity to actively contribute to the development of the master plan. 

As the community was very supportive of the concepts, it is recommended that the draft Fairy Creek 
Corridor Master Plan be presented to Council for adoption. 
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