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File: IW-070.010 Doc: IC21/767 
ITEM 7 PUBLIC EXHIBITION - PESTICIDES NOTIFICATION PLAN - COUNCIL POLICY 

The Wollongong City Council Pesticides Notification Plan – Council Policy was last adopted by Council at 
its meeting of 31 October 2016.  A five-year scheduled review of the Policy is now due in accordance with 
legislative requirements.  A review has confirmed that some changes are required to the Policy, and that 
a public exhibition of the draft to allow for community feedback is warranted. 

RECOMMENDATION 
The draft 2021 Pesticides Notification Plan – Council Policy be placed on public exhibition for a minimum 
28 days and then reported back to Council. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Paul Tracey, Manager Open Space + Environmental Services (Acting) 
Authorised by: Joanne Page, Director Infrastructure + Works - Connectivity Assets + Liveable City 

(Acting) 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Draft Wollongong City Council 2021 Pesticides Notification Policy 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Pesticides Notification Plan – Council Policy has been prepared in accordance with the NSW 
Pesticides Regulation 2017.  In maintaining public places, Council has an obligation to ensure that 
pesticides and herbicides are applied in a safe, responsible manner, without harm to the community or the 
environment and to ensure that the community is notified when and where pesticides are to be applied. 
The notification (only) of the use of pesticides is covered by the Pesticides Notification Plan – Council 
Policy. 
Council uses pesticides approved for use by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority, 
in accordance with approved Work Health and Safety procedures. The record keeping requirements for 
pesticides applications are also a separate requirement to this policy under the NSW Pesticides regulation 
2017. 
Several changes to pesticide use and notification are included in this policy review due to recommended 
actions from the: 

• 2020 Wollongong City Council staff operational review into glyphosate use; and

• Illawarra District Weed Authority’s review into the Illawarra aerial weed spraying program.
Regionally, the Councils of Wollongong, Shellharbour and Kiama, along with the Illawarra District Weeds 
Authority have developed and used similar Pesticides Notification Plans to ensure that members of the 
public receive the same level of information and are not confused between jurisdictions. 

PROPOSAL 
As a result of the review, several changes have been made to the Policy including: 

• No glyphosate use, in and around playgrounds.

• A trial of drone technology for aerial sparing by the Illawarra District Weeds Authority.
The proposed changes have been incorporated into the draft policy document as per Attachment 1 to this 
report. 
It is proposed that Council place the draft Policy on public exhibition for a minimum 28 days and report 
back to Council in October. 
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It is noted that the Councils of Shellharbour and Kiama, along with the Illawarra District Weeds Authority 
have similar changes and will also be exhibiting their draft Policies at this time. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

• Hard copies of the draft Policy placed in all Council libraries (subject to NSW Public Health Orders).

• Council’s ‘Have your Say’ website to contain a copy of the Draft Policy and an ability to comment
on-line.

• Feedback received will be considered and reported back to Council in October 2021.

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goal “We Value and Protect our 
Environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2021-22 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.1 Our natural environment, waterways 
and terrestrial areas are protected, 
managed and improved. 

1.1.1.2 Projects and programs 
that achieve enhancement 
of the natural environment 
and escarpment are 
developed and 
implemented 

Support the Illawarra District Weeds 
Authority to fulfil and prioritise weed 
control obligations under the 
Biosecurity Act 2015. 

Council programs incorporate leading 
practice urban tree and vegetation 
management.  

RISK MANAGEMENT 
This report recommends placing the draft Pesticides Notification Plan on public exhibition as part of the 5-
year review process. Any risks arising from the public exhibition period will be reported back to Council. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Implementation costs of the requirements of the Pesticides Notification Plan – Council Policy are funded 
by existing operational budgets. 

CONCLUSION 
Council must comply with the requirements of the Pesticides Notification Plan – Council Policy in all 
outdoor public place applications of pesticides and herbicides. Council’s Pesticide Notification Plan is due 
for a 5-year review. Public exhibition of the proposed changes forms part of the review process and will be 
reported back to Council. 
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