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ITEM 5 PUBLIC EXHIBITION - DRAFT CRINGILA HILLS RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
  

The Cringila Hills recreation area provides opportunity for a range of recreation pursuits and spectacular 
views to the coast. The site also features areas of remnant and regenerating natural vegetation. 

A draft master plan has been prepared to guide and enhance the Cringila Hills Recreation Park.  

The draft master plan focuses on providing new recreational opportunities for residents and visitors to 
improve the activation of the area. This includes providing for an upgraded and relocated playground, 
improved baseball facilities and walking trails, as well as featuring beginners and intermediate mountain 
biking trails, a pump track and bike skills park. 

Public exhibition of the draft master plan will allow the community to provide further insight and input into 
the refinement of the plan. This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the report for public exhibition 
and for a subsequent report with findings from engagement be presented to Council on completion.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council endorse the draft Cringila Hills Recreation Master Plan for public exhibition from 
19 November 2019 to 31 January 2020. 

2 Following public exhibition, Council receive a further report with an updated master plan 
incorporating the community engagement findings. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation (Acting)  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Cringila Hills Recreation Master Plan 
2  Dirt Art Concept Design Report 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Council at its 12 August 2019 meeting resolved: 

1. The master plan for the Cringila International Park is expedited. 

2. The master plan to incorporate the baseball fields and the proposed children’s playground. 

3. Consideration is given to the possibility of incorporating the proposed bike trail within the existing 
walk trail. 

4. The community is consulted and involved in the development of the master plan. 

The Cringila Hills precinct offers spectacular views and is visually the dominant elevation in the southern 
suburbs. The area has a history of Aboriginal custodianship, then land clearing for agriculture, industrial 
uses and more recently planted native revegetation. The site also has important areas of remnant and 
regenerating natural vegetation, notably patches of the Endangered Ecological Community – Illawarra 
Subtropical Rainforest. 

The site is currently home to the Wollongong Cardinals Baseball Club and is a popular place for passive 
recreational activities such as walking and bird watching. Cringila Community Park, which forms part of 
the study area, is significant to the Cringila community. This area has over many decades been host to 
various landscape and cultural initiatives that reflect the diversity and interest of the local surrounding 
community, such as the ‘World Forest’, community bread oven, community garden and well executed 
public art feature on the entrance gates. 

A small local playground is also located in the middle reaches of Cringila Community Park. The 
playground is difficult to access, has poor passive surveillance and from observation is underutilised. 
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Council at its meeting on 24 June 2019 resolved to relocate the existing playground to near the baseball 
field. 

The study area does incorporate a number of site constraints including steep and uneven topography, 
previous industrial uses, evidence of illegal dumping and motor bike riding. The area has poor 
connectivity with the local residential area which has historically limited recreational uses of the site. 

To assist in further understanding the capability of the site, Council commissioned significant 
investigations including a site survey, terrain mapping, geotechnical assessment, service location 
analysis, contaminated land mapping, amenity assessment, site hydrology, bushfire studies, ecological 
assessments and more recently concept designs for a future mountain bike park. 

PROPOSAL 

In accordance with the Council meeting of 12 August 2019, a draft master plan has been developed to 
provide Council with an evidence base and strategic direction for the sustainable long-term development 
and enhancement of the Cringila Hills precinct. 

The draft master plan focuses on providing multiple recreational opportunities for residents and visitors 
to improve activation of the area. This includes providing for existing uses such as an upgraded and 
relocated playground, incorporating accessible play features, baseball facilities and opportunities for 
walking, but adding beginners and intermediate mountain biking trails, a pump track and bike skills park 
to the mix. More walking trails would be added including an accessible pathway around the existing 
baseball area and linking to an upgraded carpark located adjacent to baseball field and servicing all park 
elements. 

Key aspects of the draft master plan include: 

 Relocation of the existing playground with additional features and rubber soft fall – a larger area is 
envisioned that in future will allow additional play offerings 

 A variety of mountain bike trails, a bike skills park and pump track 

 A new formal car parking area and asphalt driveway connecting Lackawanna Street 

 Improvements to entry of park including signage, new gates and landscaping 

 A formalised walking trail network including an accessible walking circuit 

 Park amenity upgrades including tree planting, picnic settings and drinking water 

 Perimeter security improvements to limit unauthorised access and activities 

 An emphasis to prepare and implement a vegetation management plan. 

The relocated playground is sited on the draft master plan adjacent to baseball field and west of the 
school fence. The draft plan provides for an area up to 1,000-1,500m² for the playground which will allow 
the relocation of existing playground and additional equipment and rubber soft fall, plus space for future 
landscaping and play elements, picnic shelters, tree planting, pathways etc. 

The topography of the site and its natural setting lend itself to mountain biking. The draft master plan has 
been carefully structured around the aspiration of developing the Cringila Hills site as a bike-park style 
facility that caters for recreational riding for both locals and visitors. The proposed bike park concept plan 
seeks to provide recreational opportunities for a variety of mountain biking styles and cater for riders of 
all abilities and ages having a strong focus on the provision of trail experiences for beginners to 
intermediate riders to complement the current advanced rider offerings within the Illawarra region. 

The proposed bike park plan offers 11.8km of concept trail alignments as well as a dirt jumps area and 
pump track. The facility capitalises on the undulating terrain of the site while framing the spectacular 
views. A ‘stacked loop’ configuration has been implemented throughout the network to offer maximum 
flexibility for riders to compose their own unique rides to suit their fitness, ability, and time within the park. 
The ‘stacked loop’ concept also allows one or two loops to be opened to the public while successive 
loops are constructed and added over time. 
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The addition of the mountain bike park is supported by Council’s Sportsground and Sporting Facilities 
Strategy 2017-2021 which outlines the need to invest in infrastructure to support and accommodate 
emerging sports and independent recreation pursuits. The strategy specifically notes the need to create 
a mountain bike riding park within the LGA. 

Due to the difficulty of accessing the site by walking and public transport, a new 80-100 space public car 
park has been included in plans to service the relocated playground, baseball field and mountain bike 
park. The car park is centrally located to service all park elements. 

The existing baseball facilities will be strengthened by upgrading the sporting amenities to incorporate 
new change rooms, toilets, and kiosk whilst additional spectator seating is proposed to support game 
day activities. 

To assist park users, upgraded amenities include public toilets, sporting amenities; tree planting, 
signage, picnic shelters, barbecues, pathways and water bubbler are also envisaged. 

Finally, perimeter control including fencing and other security measures are proposed to limit 
unauthorised access and activities eg motor bike riding occurring on site. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

This project includes a diverse range of stakeholders who will be engaged as part of the project to clarify 
aspirations for the site. They include: 

 Local community groups and residents 

 Illawarra Local Aboriginal Lands Council 

 Wollongong Cardinals Baseball Club 

 Sydney Water 

 Local schools and preschools 

 Local mountain bike clubs/groups 

 Non-government service providers working within the local area. 

The community engagement is anticipated to run from 19 November 2019 to 31 January 2020 and will 
involve the following: 

 Mail out – all households/businesses within 400m of site 

 Have your Say Page with online survey, FAQ, key documents 

 Media release 

 Newspaper notice 

 Flyers/posters/feedback forms dropped off at local libraries 

 Engagement stalls at Cringila Public School and Cringila Hall 

 Workshops with local school and pre-school children to inform playground embellishment 

 Social media. 

The findings of the community engagement will be used to refine the master plan for Council’s future 
consideration. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “Goal 5 - We have a healthy 
community in a liveable city”.  It specifically delivers on the following: 
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Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

5.1.1 We work in partnership to build on 
opportunities to strengthen vulnerable 
communities 

5.1.2.3 Use data to assess the 
current community 
infrastructure available, 
community demand and 
develop a strategic 
framework and policies to 
either rationalise, enhance 
or expand to meet 
community needs 

Undertake a detailed site assessment 
for the future development of a Cringila 
Hills Master Plan 

 5.1.2.3 Use data to assess the 
current community 
infrastructure available, 
community demand and 
develop a strategic 
framework and policies to 
either rationalise, enhance 
or expand to meet 
community needs 

In consultation with the community 
develop the Cringila Hills Master Plan 

 5.1.4.1 Provide an appropriate 
and sustainable range of 
quality passive and active 
open spaces and facilities 

Relocate and enhance the Cringila 
Hills playground 

It is recognised that a number of other projects are running concurrently that should be taken into 
consideration in planning for Cringila Hills. In particular, planning has commenced for the UCI–Road 
World Championship in 2022. This master plan provides an opportunity for investment in legacy 
infrastructure for the local community and its visitors in the lead up to an international event. 

ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY 

The draft master plan has carefully considered the natural values of the site in developing this mountain 
bike concept plan ensuring minimal disturbance by aligning trail concepts to avoid areas of high 
sensitivity and/or conservation value. This includes the remnant patches of Endangered Ecological 
Community, Illawarra Subtropical Rainforest and populations of the threatened plant, Cynanchum 
elegans. 

New trails proposed in this study feature predominantly gentle, sustainable gradients, which eliminate 
any issues associated with erosion and sediment dispersion, resulting in a greatly reduced or eliminated 
environmental impact. 

Whilst primary revegetation areas are shown on the draft plan, also identified is the need to prepare a 
vegetation management plan to manage the site to ensure that biodiversity on the site is protected, 
maintained and enhanced whilst supporting proposed activities. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The draft master plan envisages significant works that will provide new and upgraded recreational 
facilities, additional supporting amenities and improved security of site. 

More information regarding the initial cost estimates will be provided to Council in March 2020 following 
community feedback and development of a revised master plan and an accompanying implementation 
plan. 

It is anticipated that once adopted, the master plan will help inform the forward capital delivery program 
requirements and external grant opportunities. 
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CONCLUSION 

A draft Cringila Hills Recreation Master Plan has been developed to stimulate community input into the 
future development of Cringila Hills. The draft master plan focuses on expanding recreational 
opportunities for residents and visitors and includes providing for existing uses such as an upgraded and 
relocated playground, enhanced baseball facilities and opportunities for walking. A key feature of the 
draft master plan is the addition of beginners and intermediate mountain biking trails, a pump track and 
bike skills park. More walking trails are incorporated including an accessible pathway around the existing 
baseball area and linking to an upgraded carpark located adjacent to baseball field and servicing all park 
elements. 

Endorsement of the draft Cringila Hills Recreation Master Plan for public exhibition will allow community 
feedback and input to assist in refining the master plan ensuring its success. 
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