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ITEM 2 DRAFT CITY OF WOLLONGONG PEDESTRIAN PLAN 2017 - 2021 
  
The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21 aims to help Council to achieve its vision for 
walking across the local government area and address a number of factors that deter walking as a key 
mode of transport.  

Council, at its meeting held on 31 July 2017, resolved to place the draft Plan on public exhibition for a 
period of six weeks. The draft Plan was exhibited from 14 August to 24 September 2017.  Feedback 
obtained through a range of engagement methods has been considered and the Plan amended as 
appropriate.  

This report seeks adoption of the City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 Council adopt the final draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21.  

2 Council note the City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21 Implementation Plan 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Mike  Dowd, Manager Infrastructure Strategy and Planning  
Authorised by: Greg Doyle, Director Infrastructure and Works - Connectivity Assets and Liveable City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Exhibition Feedback and Amendments 
2  Final Draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21 
3  Draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21 Implementation Plan 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

One of the six community goals in the Wollongong 2020 Community Strategic Plan is that “We have 
sustainable, affordable and accessible transport”. One of the identified strategies to achieve this goal is 
the planning and delivery of “Interconnected and accessible cycleways and footpaths”. 

The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21 was developed to help Council achieve the 
community’s aspirations for walking and develop a range of strategies to address factors that deter 
walking as a key mode of transport. The plan includes the five broad goals listed below and contains 
objectives and strategies that underpin each one. 

Goal1 – Encourage Walking 

Objective 1.1 More children walking safely to school 
Objective 1.2 More walking in everyday life 
Objective 1.3 Information that supports walking is readily available  
Objective 1.4 Initiatives that encourage walking are supported 

Goal 2 – Create Pedestrian Friendly Places 

Objective 2.1 Pedestrian activity centres have high quality walking environments  
Objective 2.2 Pedestrian infrastructure is accessible 

Goal 3 – Make Walking Safe 

Objective 3.1 Pedestrian crossing opportunities are improved 
Objective 3.2 Conflicts between pedestrians and other road users are reduced  
Objective 3.3 Pedestrians feel safe in the city 
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Goal 4 – Make Walking Easy and Convenient 

Objective 4.1 Walking is well integrated with other transport modes  
Objective 4.2 Wayfinding is available in areas of pedestrian activity  
Objective 4.3 Walkability in the city is increased 

Goal 5 – Work Effectively to Implement the Pedestrian Plan 

Objective 5.1 Good data is used to inform decision marking and monitoring 
Objective 5.2 Pedestrian Infrastructure Capital projects contribute to Pedestrian Plan Objectives 
Objective5.3  Work with the NSW Government to facilitate delivery of Pedestrian Plan and 

complimentary programs 
 

At its meeting held on 31 July 2017, Council resolved to place the draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian 
Plan 2017-21 on public exhibition for a period of six weeks.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Council placed the draft Pedestrian Plan on public exhibition from 14 August to 24 September 2017.  
Stakeholder engagement activities included: 

• Initial notification of the public exhibition of the plan via a media release issued on 15 August, 
and direct emails to targeted stakeholders and via Council’s Advertiser notice page. 

• Social media posts were issued several times during the period. 

• A Frequently Asked Questions sheet and a Feedback Form as well as the draft Plan were made 
available to the community on Council’s website, through all Libraries and via the Customer 
Service Centre. 

• Pedestrian intercept sessions were held at Warrawong Town Centre, Thirroul Town Centre and 
in Wollongong City Centre between Tuesday 19 September and 22 September. 

A total of 469 visits were made to the engagement website, with 251 people downloading the plan. 43 
responses were received during the exhibition period with 37 of these being online. Pedestrian intercept 
interviews were held with 26 people. Face to face meetings were also held with key stakeholders, NSW 
Roads and Maritime Services and the Department of Education and Training which expressed their 
support for the draft Plan.   

Summary of Community Feedback 

There was strong positive feedback about the plan in regard to council having a plan to specifically 
address pedestrian needs.  Feedback recognized that issues identified as barriers to walking will largely 
be addressed by the goals and objectives of the plan.  A strong emphasis on the need for increased 
safety for pedestrians came through, with improvements in pedestrian infrastructure and vehicle driver 
behaviour viewed as areas for action. 

One part of the feedback form asked respondents to rank seven nominated key priorities for investment 
in the planning and delivery of pedestrian infrastructure.  The two highest ranked priorities were – 

1 Walking routes to school. 

2 Routes for peoples with disabilities to access government facilities and other services. 

Key reasons given for these being a priority were concerns over safety and access for the very young, 
older people and people with a disability.  However, many responses made the point that all seven listed 
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priorities were equally significant as everyone’s ability to walk around easily and safely was considered 
important. 

Attachment 1 provides a summary of the feedback received, responses to issues raised including 
resulting amendments made to the final draft Plan. 

PROPOSAL 

It is proposed that Council adopt the attached Final Draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-21. 

The appended Implementation Plan for the Pedestrian Plan provides timeframes and responsibilities for 
each of the key actions identified with the Plan. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We have sustainable, affordable and 
accessible transport”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2012-2017 Annual Plan 2017-18 

Strategy 5 Year Action Annual Deliverables 

6.1.3 Interconnected and accessible 
cycleways and footpaths are 
planned and delivered 

6.1.3.1 Improve the connectivity of 
the local government area 
through the upgrade in our 
network of footpaths and 
cycleways 

Implement footpath and cycleway 
improvement programs and the 
development of city wide pedestrian 
plan 

Ecological Sustainability 

Council’s vision for walking and its supporting goals, objectives and strategies provided in the draft City 
of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 will support ecological sustainability through increased 
participation in all forms of walking.  The expected resulting reduction in motor vehicle use resulting from 
a greater take up in walking, for commuting trips and short distance trips in particular, will reduce carbon 
emissions and noise pollution. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan provides strategic direction, programs and actions to priorities 
the use of existing funds allocated for pedestrian safety and infrastructure improvements. The Plan itself 
does not identify specific financial allocations, gaps or commitments. 

Funding for the projects and programs identified within the Plan will be considered and allocated on a 
priority basis through the annual planning and infrastructure program development process.  Funding 
consideration will include external funding provided and available under various State and Federal grant 
programs. Identified maintenance issues will be funded by existing operational budget. 

Existing budget allocations to programs supporting the implementation of the Plan include – 

- Capital budget allocations for – 
 

o New footpaths and cycleways. 
o Renewal of footpaths and cycleways. 
o Grand Pacific Walk. 
o CBD and Town and Village Centre public domain upgrades. 
o Traffic Facilities (eg: pedestrian crossings, crossing signals, refuges, etc). 

 
- Operational budget allocations for – 

 
o Maintenance of footpaths and cycleways. 
o Sweeping of footpaths and public domain. 
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o Maintenance of pram ramps, bus shelters, traffic facilities etc. 
o Road Safety programs and campaigns. 
o Disability access and inclusion program. 
o Wayfinding signage. 

 
Refinements to the forward budgets and programs will be considered as part of the Annual planning 
process and development of Council’s new Delivery Program for 2018-2021. 

CONCLUSION 

The final draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan sets out Council’s vision for walking and recommends 
a range of strategies to address factors that deter walking as a key mode of transport.  The plan will also 
contribute to the Wollongong 2022 – Community Strategic Plan goal for “sustainable, affordable and 
accessible transport”.  Community feedback received during the public exhibition of the draft Plan 
showed community support for the Plan’s aims and strategies to promote improved walking safety and 
amenity in our city with an emphasis on prioritizing infrastructure to support walking to school and 
facilities for people with disabilities.  It is recommended that Council adopt of the City of Wollongong 
Pedestrian Plan 2017-18 and note the accompanying implementation plan. 
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