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ITEM 5 
POST EXHIBITION - ELECTRIC VEHICLES CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE ON PUBLIC 
LAND  

  
The uptake of Electric Vehicles (EVs) in Australia is relatively low compared to other developed 
countries.  The low uptake is reportedly due to multiple issues including effective range concerns often 
referred to as range anxiety.   

To support the uptake of EVs in Australia and address the issue of range anxiety, the draft Electric 
Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy (draft Policy) has been developed. The draft Policy sets 
out principles to guide prospective providers and Council for the provision, installation, operation, 
management, maintenance and removal of EV charging stations and supporting infrastructure on public 
land in the Wollongong LGA.  

The draft Policy was placed on public exhibition from 18 September to 16 October 2020 and as a result 
16 submissions were received. The feedback has been considered and draft Policy revised. This report 
recommends that the revised draft Policy be adopted.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council adopt the Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations on Public Land Policy. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Submissions in Reply Report 
2  Draft Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

EVs currently have a low uptake in Australia compared to other developed nations. A number of issues 
and/or consumer concerns have suppressed transition to this form of transport, including: 

• the high purchase costs 

• limited model choices  

• minimal availability of charging stations causing range anxiety 

Whilst Council has limited ability to influence or control vehicle cost and production of EVs, it has some 
ability to address range anxiety through the facilitation of EV charging infrastructure.  

The current emissions inventory for the City of Wollongong shows that 19% of emissions are attributed 
to transport. The shift to sustainable transport alternatives such as EVs provides several environmental, 
social, economic and health benefits. EVs generally are more affordable to operate and maintain, are 
more environmentally friendly due to lower emissions and reduced air pollution and have longer-term 
fuel security compared to vehicles with internal combustion engines. 

Given the potential for EV’s to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the development of a draft Policy is 
identified as an action in the Climate Change Mitigation Plan 2020 adopted by Council in November 
2020: 

T3 Develop and adopt an Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Council Policy, 
addressing public access and range anxiety. 

The draft Policy has been developed to ensure that providers are aware of Council’s expectations and 
outlines the public procurement process, site selection criteria and design requirements, lease/licence 
requirements and roles and responsibilities.  
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At its meeting of 31 August 2020, Council was presented with a report on the draft Policy and resolved 
that - 

1 That the draft Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy be placed on public 
exhibition for a minimum 28-day period. 

2 Following public exhibition, a further report be provided to Council on the submissions received 
and make recommendations relating to adoption of the Policy. 

The draft Policy was placed on public exhibition from 18 September to 16 October 2020 and as a result 
16 submissions were received. A summary of the issues raised and proposed response, is provided 
under the Consultation and Communication heading of this report. A detailed Submissions in Reply 
Report is also provided (see Attachment 1). 

PROPOSAL 

The draft Policy sets out the key considerations that Council must look at when determining suitable 
locations in negotiation with providers. These include factors such as proximity to tourist locations, 
eateries, recreational areas and amenities; sufficient car space; adequate power supply; accessibility at 
all times of the day and for persons of varied mobility; traffic flow and management of the proposed site; 
community safety and the overall environmental impact of the infrastructure.  

Wollongong is a popular day trip and short stay destination. Charging stations are a valuable mechanism 
for encouraging tourism and business interaction, particularly if they are placed in publicly accessible 
areas and locations nearby eateries, shopping centres, parks, recreational areas and other amenities 
such as restrooms.  

All submissions received during the public exhibition period were supportive of the policy development. 
The issues raised in the submissions have been considered by Council staff and used to prepare a 
revised draft Policy (Attachment 2). As a result of the feedback the revised draft Policy now includes 
aspirational wording regarding the use of renewable energy to power charging stations.  

It is recommended that the updated draft Policy be adopted by Council. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The draft Policy was placed on public exhibition on Our Wollongong online HQ for a period of 29 days 
from 18 September to 16 October 2020. Council staff also made direct contact with key EV charging 
station providers and suppliers including EVIE, NRMA, Electric Vehicle Council and Chargefox inviting 
them to comment on the policy.  

As a result of the exhibition 233 visits to the webpage were recorded and a total of 16 submissions were 
received by Council.  

The attached Submissions in Reply Report includes a detailed analysis of the submissions received and 
the proposed responses. Across the submissions, the key themes / issues raised were: 

• Charging speeds 

• Residential/workers charging  

• Accessibility/availability 

• Promotion of EVs 

• Power/electricity 

• Location/parking 

• Renewable energy 

• Leadership 

• E-bikes 
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• Other comments 

The feedback received through the submissions on the draft Policy has been carefully reviewed by 
Council staff and has helped to inform a minor amendment to the draft Policy. Several submissions 
suggested amendments to the draft Policy, however many of these were not considered warranted / 
feasible at this time but will be considered in future reviews of the Policy. Proposed updates to the draft 
Policy based upon the results of the public exhibition process are included in this report. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal ‘Goal 1 – We value and protect our 
natural environment, Goal 2 – We have an innovative and sustainable economy and Goal 6 – We have 
sustainable, affordable and accessible transport’.  It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.5.1 Participate in the Global Covenant of 
Mayors and set emissions reduction 
targets for the LGA 

1.5.1.1 Set an emissions reduction 
target and carry out actions 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions through the 
Global Covenant of Mayors 

Finalise and deliver priority actions in the 
Climate Change Mitigation Plan 

2.2.1  Further diversify the region’s economy 
through a focus on new and disruptive 
industries and green technology 

2.2.1.1 The development of 
renewable energy products 
and services is supported 

Seek out opportunities to incorporate 
green technology in Council’s projects 
and contracts 

6.1.3  Effective and integrated regional 
transport, with a focus on road, bus, 
rail and freight movement (including 
the port of Port Kembla) 

6.1.3.1 Plan and implement an 
integrated and sustainable 
transport network 

Council to work with key agencies and 
partners to progress the provision of an 
effective and integrated regional 
transport network 

Ecological Sustainability 

Adoption of the draft Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Policy will support the facilitation of a 
greater uptake of EVs in the Wollongong LGA, helping to reduce transport emissions and therefore 
support our climate change mitigation efforts. Reducing greenhouse emissions is a priority area in the 
Sustainable Wollongong 2030: A Climate Healthy City Strategy: 

A low emissions city: We will achieve net zero emissions by 2030 for Council operations, and together 
we will achieve net zero emissions by 2050 for the city.  

Emissions reduction is also the focus of the Climate Change Mitigation Plan 2020-2022, with the Policy 
supporting the delivery of the following actions in the Plan: 

T3 Develop and adopt an Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Council Policy, 
addressing public access and range anxiety. 

T4 Pursue the installation of public EV charging stations at a number of accessible locations across 
the City. This will consider partnerships with the State Government, charging companies, car 
companies or other sponsors to establish electric vehicle charging stations.  

The Policy will also support the achievement of the following pledge Council has committed to under our 
membership to the Cities Power Partnership: 

Encourage sustainable transport use such as public transport, walking and cycling through Council 
transport planning and design. 

The Policy supports Council’s Climate Emergency Declaration and our work towards achieving our 
Emissions Reduction Targets and will assist our community to adopt alternative sustainable transport 
options in order to become a low emissions city. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT 

There are risks associated with not having guiding principles in place to support the installation of 
charging stations and related infrastructure in the Wollongong LGA.  

The draft Policy aligns with our Climate Emergency Declaration, adopted Emissions Reduction Targets, 
Cities Power Partnership pledges and Climate Change Mitigation Plan actions. There is a reputational 
risk if Council does not support these endorsed actions.  

Not having a Policy would put Council at risk of misses out on the opportunity to partner with 
infrastructure providers to support the uptake of EVs and connect to the wider EV network. This may 
also mean that the cost of installing charging stations could be solely borne by Council.  

If the installation of charging stations does not occur on public land at key public areas or destination 
locations, this presents the risk of not meeting the requirements of infrastructure providers such as 
NRMA. 

If chargers are placed in out-of-the-way locations, this could mean that they have low usage and it also 
reduces the promotional opportunity to showcase this sustainable transport alternative.  

There is also the risk that EV charging technology may become redundant over time and charging 
stations may therefore require upgrades or removal and replacement. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no direct cost implications associated with adopting the Electric Vehicle Charging 
Infrastructure on Public Lands Policy. If charging stations are installed through the public procurement 
process as detailed in the draft Policy, it is anticipated that the costs will be predominately borne by the 
EV provider.  

CONCLUSION 

The updated draft Policy seeks to provide guidance and allow for the use of public land for EV charging 
stations in the Wollongong LGA. Endorsement of the draft Policy will support the uptake of EVs through 
an increase in charging infrastructure in the city, therefore reducing the occurrence of range anxiety. It 
will increase public access to chargers in areas where there are eateries, restrooms, shops, recreational 
areas and other amenities, encouraging visitation to the area and local business interaction. The 
availability of charging stations in key public areas and destination locations will also allow for this 
technology to be promoted to the wider community.  

This Policy will support our community in responding to climate change through increased feasibility of 
sustainable transport alternatives, helping us in our transition to a low emission city and supporting the 
achievement of our Wollongong City Emissions Reduction Target of net zero by 2050. It is therefore 
recommended that the revised draft Policy, attached to this report, be adopted by Council. 
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