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ITEM 2 DRAFT BEACH AND FORESHORE ACCESS STRATEGY 2019-2028 
  

The draft Beach and Foreshore Access Strategy 2019-2028 provides an outline for a more planned and 
considered approach in the way Council can practically support people with a disability to access our 
beaches and foreshores. 

The draft strategy was informed by research into best practice approaches across Australia and 
consultation with South Coast Disabled Surfers Association and key stakeholders including wheelchair 
users, members of the deaf and blind community and carers of people with a disability. 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement for the draft Beach and Foreshore Access Strategy 2019-2028 
to be placed on public exhibition from 19 February 2019 to 18 March 2019 inclusive.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council endorse the public exhibition of the draft Beach and Foreshore Strategy 2019-2028 from 
19 February 2019 to 18 March 2019 inclusive. 

2 Following exhibition the final version of the draft Beach and Foreshore Strategy 2019-2028 be 
presented to Council for consideration and endorsement. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Peter Coyte, Manager Property and Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  draft Beach and Foreshore Strategy 2019-2028 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

As part of the development of Council’s Disability Inclusion Action Plan 2016-2020 the community 
provided feedback that people with a disability wanted improved access to our beach and foreshore 
areas. It is acknowledged that improving disability access to our 17 patrolled beaches remains a key 
priority for Council to enable all our community to enjoy and participate in recreational and lifestyle 
activities that our beaches and foreshores have to offer. 

To date Council has not pursued an encompassing strategic approach to access to beaches and 
foreshores. Our focus has relied on the provision of disability parking, disability amenities and 
amphibious wheelchairs at a number of beaches. 

The opportunity to improve access at targeted locations will provide a co-ordinated and consistent 
approach to improving the accessibility of Council’s beaches and foreshores. 

Preparation for the draft strategy incorporated research with other local government authorities and 
industry providers to ascertain best practice initiatives to enhancing access to beaches. Discussions with 
key stakeholders and a targeted consultation were identified as the best method for gaining insight into 
the challenges people with disability face in accessing foreshores and beaches. 

As a result of our research the following key goals have been identified for the draft Beach and 
Foreshore Access Strategy: 

• Improve safe and accessible beach and foreshore access; 

• Provide relevant and current information about our beaches and foreshores; and 

• Work with partners in improving beach access. 
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Four beaches across the city are identified as priorities for improvement in the strategy. Austinmer, 
Thirroul, North Wollongong and Port Kembla have natural landform and built infrastructure to facilitate 
improved access to beaches. 

Associated with each of the goals are specific actions to effectively deploy the strategy. 

PROPOSAL 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement of public exhibition of the draft Beach and Foreshore Access 
Strategy 2019-2028 from 19 February 2019 to 18 March 2019 inclusive. The draft strategy will be made 
available to the community for comment and will be promoted through Council’s website, libraries, 
customer service, social media platforms and local newspapers. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

In informing the draft Beach and Foreshore Access Strategy, Council officers pursued a range of 
initiatives including: 

• Investigating what other councils were doing to improve access to beaches; 

• Investigating what products were available to support people with accessing beaches; 

• Held discussions with the South Coast Disabled Surfers Association to examine the issue; 

• Undertook targeted consultations with wheelchair users and members of the deaf and blind 
community; and 

• Engaged with the parents and carers of students at Para Meadows. 

The proposed public exhibition of the draft strategy will enable the broader community to provide 
comment on our findings and further inform our approach. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

Improving beach and foreshore access has remained a priority for Council with investigating beach 
accessibility options for people with a disability as a deliverable in the 2018-2021 Annual Plan. 

The draft Beach and Foreshore Strategy 2019 – 2028 also takes into account the draft Public Toilet 
Strategy 2019 – 2028. 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal 5 “We are a healthy community in a 
liveable city”.  It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2018-19 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

5.5 The public domain is maintained to a 
high standard 

5.5.1 Public facilities in key 
locations and transport 
routes are maintained and 
clean, accessible and 
inviting to our community 
and visitors 

5.5.1.1 Well maintained assets are 
provided that meet the needs 
of current and future 
communities 

5.1.4 Urban areas are created to provide a 
healthy and safe living environment 
for our community 

5.1.4.1 Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Investigate Beach Accessibility options 
for people with Disability 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

The proposed strategic approach ensures that improving accessibility to beaches and foreshores is 
planned and coordinated and the improvements are equitably distributed across the three Council 
planning districts. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Unfunded actions will be considered as part of Council’s annual budget planning process. Actions that 
are funded via current budget allocations will be included in Council’s Annual Plan and Delivery 
Program. Council officers will also seek external funding opportunities to help deliver actions in this 
strategy. 

CONCLUSION 

The draft strategy demonstrates Council’s commitment to providing people with a disability the 
opportunity to enjoy and participate in the entertainment, recreational and lifestyle activities that our 
beaches and foreshores offer. The draft strategy ensures that improving accessibility to beaches and 
foreshores is planned and co-ordinated and the improvements are equitably distributed across the three 
planning districts. 
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