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ITEM 8 POLICY REVIEW:  ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
  
The Environmental Sustainability Policy was adopted by Council in July 2014.  The Policy is required to 
be reviewed in each Council term.  The Policy has been reviewed and remains appropriate, with only 
minor date changes proposed. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The revised Environmental Sustainability Policy be adopted. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: David Green, Manager Environmental Strategy and Planning (Acting)  
Authorised by: Andrew Carfield, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Environmental Sustainability Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Environmental Sustainability Policy was adopted by Council in July 2014.  The Policy is supported 
by the Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2014 – 2022 (supporting document) and the Environmental 
Sustainability Plan 2013 - 2017 (Implementation Plan) and closely aligns with Wollongong 2022 
Community Strategic Plan.  

PROPOSAL 

The Policy is required to be reviewed and adopted in each Council Term.  The Policy has been reviewed 
and only minor date changes are proposed.  The only change proposed is the date range for the 
Environmental Sustainability Plan to reflect the updated implementation date range of 2017 - 2022.  No 
other changes have been made to the Policy.  The Environmental Sustainability Strategy is not due for 
review until 2022. 

Over the last 4 years, 82% of all actions in the Environmental Sustainability Plan 2014 -2017 were either 
completed or commenced and half of these actions have been included as ongoing actions.  Some key 
highlights include: 

 Over 60,00 volunteer hours in Bushcare, Dunecare, FIReady and Greenhouse Park; 

 Trialling of the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) Biodiversity Certification 
Methodology in the West Dapto Urban Release Area; 

 Vegetation Vandalism Policy prepared and exhibited; 

 Dune Management Strategy adopted and implementation commenced; 

 Administration Building achieving a 5 star Green Star performance pilot rating; 

 Plastic bag avoidance program implemented; 

 Waste wise events program implemented, diverting approximately 80% of event waste from landfill; 

 Development and adoption of the Urban Greening Strategy; 

 Completion of a sustainability review of the DCP and adoption of a Sustainability Chapter; 

 Coastal Zone Management Plan certified by NSW Government and adopted by Council; 

 Sustainable Wollongong Newsletter distributed monthly to over 2,000 subscribers; 

 Sustainability targets and indicators reporting framework developed 
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Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy  

Council joined the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy in August 2017.  Completing the 
Global Covenant of Mayors requirements is an action in the Environmental Sustainability Strategy and is 
an action in the Delivery Program. 

The first requirement is completing an inventory of Council’s Greenhouse gas emissions, which is in 
preparation, and will be submitted before August 2018.  In the following year, Council officers will 
develop science based emissions reduction target for community (LGA wide) emissions and emissions 
from Council operations.  Following the development of the targets we will liaise with stakeholders to 
develop an action plan to reduce community and Council emissions. 

It is noted that Council only has direct responsibility for emissions from its own operations.  Council has 
an advocacy or facilitation role in assisting the community and businesses in reducing their own 
emissions. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The existing Environmental Sustainability Policy was developed following extensive community and staff 
consultation.  The Environmental Sustainability Policy and Strategy were placed on full public exhibition 
and adopted by Council along in 2014. 

A Councillor briefing session in relation to the Policy and Strategy was held on 21 May 2018.  

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We Value and Protect Our Natural 
Environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2012-2017 Annual Plan 2017-18 

Strategy 5 Year Action Annual Deliverables 

1.3.3 Our community is proactively 
engaged in a range of initiatives 
that improve the sustainability of 
our environments 

1.3.3.1 Develop and implement an 
Environmental 
Sustainability and Strategy 

Implement resources and actions 
from the Environmental Sustainability 
Strategy, including schools 
involvement in biodiversity programs 
such as National Tree Day. 

 

Ecological Sustainability 

This Policy is directly related to ecological sustainability and the adoption of the Policy will contribute 
toward improvements in sustainability outcomes across the organisation. 

CONCLUSION 

There is only a minor amendment to the Environmental Sustainability Policy to update the reference to 
the subordinate Environment Sustainability Strategy Plan 2017-22.  
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