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ITEM 6 SWIMMING POOL BARRIER POLICY 
  
The purpose of this report is to submit to Council a revised Swimming Pool Barrier Policy for adoption, 
following the review of this Policy in accordance with the Policy rolling review schedule. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The updated Draft Swimming Pool Barrier Policy be adopted by Council. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Danny Madigan, Manager Regulation and Enforcement  
Authorised by: Andrew Carfield, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Swimming Pool Barrier Policy (with changes shown in mark-up format) 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Significant amendments to the Swimming Pools Act 1992 occurred in late 2012. Council adopted a 
Policy response to those changes in 2014 that included community consultation.  Further legislative 
changes occurred in late 2016 that related largely to the sale and lease of properties with swimming 
pools. The current Policy review before Council incorporates these changes. No other change to 
Council’s existing Policy or procedures have been made and as such further community consultation has 
not been recommended. 

PROPOSAL 

The Swimming Pool Barrier Policy has been amended to incorporate the recent legislative changes. In 
summary the changes provide for the following: 

1 The requirement for a Swimming Pool Compliance Certificate to be included in every Contract of 
Sale, Lease or Rent of a property with a swimming pool; 

2 The ability for the sale of a property with a non-complying barrier on the basis that a Certificate of 
Non Compliance is issued; 

3 Definitions of “Significant” and “Non-Significant Public Risk”; 

4 Updates to website addresses and some minor wording changes. 

No other changes have been made to the Policy. The required legislative changes have been tracked in 
red in the attached proposed Policy. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The changes to the Policy relate specifically to legislative amendments and do not alter how Council 
investigates or deals with swimming pool barriers across the LGA. Further consultation is not considered 
necessary prior to Council considering adoption of the proposed Policy. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal 5 – 5.3.1 ”Develop and implement public 
health amenity and safety regulatory programs that assist in improving compliance with legislative 
requirements”.   

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Regulatory Control Service Plan 
2017-18. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications as Council’s process with regard to swimming pool barrier regulation 
will not change. 

CONCLUSION 

This review of the Swimming Pool Barrier Policy incorporates all recent legislative amendments and 
satisfies Council’s responsibilities in regularly reviewing adopted Policies. 
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