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ITEM 1 WOLLONGONG HERITAGE GRANT FUND ALLOCATION 2020/2021 
  

The Wollongong Heritage Grants program provides assistance for property owners to maintain 
significant local heritage items.  The program was recently bolstered in terms of Council financial 
commitment and is also supported by the State Government – Heritage NSW. It is a key function of the 
Wollongong Heritage Reference Group to assess grant applications against funding guidelines and 
criteria. 

This report provides Council with an update on the allocation of the 2020/2021 Wollongong Heritage 
Grant Fund.  Funding for 2020/2021 has been allocated in accordance with Council’s Financial 
Assistance Policy.  Under this Policy details of the funding allocations are made public via a report to 
Council.  

This report also provides a brief summary of the completed projects which were supported under the 
2019/2020 grant program. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Wollongong Heritage Grant Fund allocation for 2020/2021, which has been finalised in accordance 
with Council’s Financial Assistance Policy be noted. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  2020/2021 Wollongong Heritage Grant Fund Project Summary and Funding Allocation 
2  2019/2020 Heritage Fund Project Summaries and Funding Allocation 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Council’s Financial Assistance Policy provides for the Wollongong Local Heritage Grant Fund. This 
Council funded program is aimed at supporting owners of heritage items in maintaining and conserving 
their properties. 

In 2019/20, Council increased the funding allocation to the Local Heritage Grant Fund from $30,000 to 
$60,000. This has created a dramatic increase in the number of grant applications and projects that were 
able to be funded through the program from previous financial years. In the 2018/2019 financial year, 
prior to the funding increase nine applications were received, this number more than doubled to 
23 applications in the 2019/2020 financial year coinciding with the funding increase. 

Council has also been successful in obtaining an additional $5,500 in supplementary funding to support 
Council’s contribution through the NSW Heritage Grant Fund for the last two financial years. Applications 
for Heritage funding are invited annually and assessed in accordance with the requirements of Council’s 
Financial Assistance Policy.   

The program provides a meaningful incentive for heritage owners to undertake maintenance and 
conservation works to their heritage properties.  The fund has been operating for over 20 years and has 
supported many worthwhile projects. 

The Financial Assistance Policy requires the funding allocation to be reported to Council for Council’s 
information. 
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PROPOSAL 

2020/2021 FINANCIAL YEAR SUMMARY  

The 2020/2021 program was advertised broadly from February to April 2020 along with Council’s other 
Financial Assistance Programs. Letters were also sent to the owners of heritage items inviting 
applications for financial support toward planned conservation works.  Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
the deadline was extended and applications accepted up until the end of April 2020.  

A total of 12 applications were received. Following an initial assessment, 11 of the applications received 
were deemed eligible projects and were assessed in accordance with the scoring criteria by a sub-
committee of the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group.  

A summary of all applications received, including the allocation of funding, is provided as Attachment 1.  

Council was able to support all eligible applications this financial year with the total project value 
exceeding $142,000.  Funding agreements have now been finalised and some projects have already 
progressed. The remaining projects will continue to be finalised throughout the 2020/2021 financial year, 
with project completion due for all projects by the end of May 2021. 

2019/2020 FINANCIAL YEAR SUMMARY  

In 2019, Council supported 16 projects and all works were completed and grants acquitted prior to 
30 June 2020. A total of $68,695 was expended by Council, supporting projects with a combined total 
project value of over $205,000.  Details of supported projects and works are provided in Attachment 2 to 
this report for Council’s information. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “Objective 1.4 – We recognise and 
celebrate our heritage”.  It specifically delivers on the following - 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.4.1 Programs and projects that achieve 
proactive heritage management, 
education and promotion are 
developed and implemented 

1.4.1.1 Work in partnership with 
others to promote a diverse 
range of heritage education 
and promotion programs 

1 Continue to deliver the Heritage 
Assistance Grant Program  

RISK MANAGEMENT 

The provision of funding to support eligible heritage conservation projects in accordance with Council’s 
Financial Assistance Policy presents minimal risk to Council, particularly given that payments are only 
made as a reimbursement of expenses following the satisfactory completion of eligible projects. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s $60,000 expenditure is being supplemented by a NSW Heritage Grant allocation of $6,500, 
meaning that the allocation of funding as proposed is in accordance with available budget allocations.  It 
is noted that the proposed expenditure for the 2020/2021 financial year is anticipated to support works 
valued at over $142,000 meaning that Council’s investment is resulting in significant flow on expenditure 
on positive conservation works and outcomes. 

CONCLUSION 

Council’s Wollongong Heritage Grant Fund continues to provide a meaningful contribution to heritage 
owners in providing financial support and assistance in the completion of conservation works. Council’s 
investment is being supplemented by State Government Funding and is supporting and resulting in 
significant flow on expenditure on Heritage Conservation Projects throughout the Local Government 
Area. Details on the allocation of expenditure for the 2020/2021 financial year and the  
completed projects for the 2019/2020 financial year have been provided for Council’s information. 
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