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ITEM 7 DRAFT WOLLONGONG HERITAGE STRATEGY 2019-2022 

On 31 October 2015, Council adopted the Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2015-2017. Since reconvening 
in late 2018, the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group have been working on the review of this 
document. 

The purpose of this report is to review the outcomes and achievements under the Wollongong Heritage 
Strategy 2015-2017 and present the draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2020 for endorsement 
prior to public exhibition. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy and Implementation Plan 2019-2022 (Attachment 2) be 
endorsed as a draft Council Policy and placed on public exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy 
Authorised by: Mark Riordan, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods 

(Acting) 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Summary Key Achievements Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2015-2017 
2 Draft Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 

BACKGROUND 

The Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2015-2017 and Implementation Plan informed the work of the 
Wollongong Heritage Advisory Committee (now the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group) and 
Council’s heritage staff during the implementation period. The Heritage Reference Group (HRG) has 
been assisting in the revision of the document for the current period 2019-2022. 

The Heritage Strategy is tied to the State Government Heritage funding streams available from the NSW 
Heritage Branch. Council has successfully obtained $12,500 for each of the past two financial years from 
this funding stream. Council is currently awaiting the outcome of Councils funding applications for the 
2019/2020 financial year to support the appointment of a Heritage Advisor and Council’s Local Heritage 
Grant Program. 

A wide range of projects and programs were implemented and achieved during the 2015-2017 period. 
The key achievements under the 2015-2017 Strategy are summarised briefly in Attachment 1 to this 
report. 

The HRG considered reports relating to the revision of the document at its meetings in February, March 
and May 2019. Their input has been incorporated into a new draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-
2022 (Draft 2019-2022 Strategy). The Draft 2019-2022 Strategy retains the same nine overarching 
strategies with only minor changes to the key goals, including a stronger focus on the conservation of 
cultural and natural landscapes. 

The HRG has also had input into the revision and update of the draft Heritage Implementation Plan 
2019-2022. This document is intended to guide Council’s operational delivery plans, and will be a living 
document that allows for flexible delivery of programs and projects aligned with the Draft 2019-2022 
Strategy. This document details some aspirational projects which are currently unfunded, but are 
included to assist with making funding applications, and to prioritise available resources into the future. 
The draft Heritage Implementation Plan 2019-2022 is included within the Draft 2019-2022 Strategy as 
Appendix 1. 



Ordinary Meeting of Council 24 June 2019 266 

PROPOSAL 

The continued evolution and implementation of the Council’s heritage program is considered important in 
ensuring the ongoing conservation, and increased community appreciation and awareness of our City’s 
unique and valuable heritage. The Draft 2019-2022 Strategy along with the accompanying draft Heritage 
Implementation Plan 2019-2022 provides a strategic approach to the ongoing management and delivery 
of Heritage programs and projects. 

The progression of the Draft 2019-2022 Strategy will support the ongoing allocation of funding from the 
NSW State Government Heritage toward Council’s Heritage Programs. The structure, format and 
timeframe of the Draft 2019-2022 Strategy have been prepared to meet the requirements of the NSW 
Heritage Branch. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

On 16 May 2019, the HRG considered the Draft 2019-2022 Strategy and recommended that: 

“Strategy 6 of the draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 and Part 6 of the draft Implementation 
Plan be updated to include the words “natural heritage”. 

Council exhibit the updated draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 and the accompanying 
Implementation Plan.” 

The Draft 2019-2022 Strategy has now been updated to reflect the above.  This report recommends that 
the Draft 2019-2022 Strategy be placed on exhibition to allow for broader community input. This is 
considered an important step to ensure the community have input into guiding the implementation 
priorities. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We value and protect our 
environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2018-19 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.4.1  Programs and projects that achieve 
proactive heritage management, 
education and promotion are 
developed and implemented. 

1.4.1.1  Work in partnership with 
others to promote a 
diverse range of heritage 
education and promotion 
programs 

1  Continue to deliver the Heritage 
Assistance Grant Program 

1.4.2  Our Aboriginal community is actively 
engaged in the management of 
Indigenous heritage 

1.4.2.1  Work with the local 
Aboriginal community in 
the management of 
Indigenous heritage 

2  Coordinate the Heritage Advisory 
Committee (Heritage Reference 
Group) 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no direct financial implications associated with the adoption of the recommendations within 
this report. It is noted that the Draft 2019-2022 Strategy includes some existing operational items, 
existing projects (eg Local Heritage Assistance Grants) and aspirational projects which would be subject 
to either internal or external funding. The aspirational projects are clearly identified as long term projects 
that are subject to future funding being provided. This approach will assist with making external grant 
funding applications. 
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CONCLUSION 

Implementation of the Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2015-2017, has resulted in some significant 
achievements, as acknowledged in Attachment 1 to this report. The revision and adoption of the 
Wollongong Heritage Strategy for the 2019-2022 period will ensure a continued focus on the 
implementation and delivery of a strategic heritage management program. 

The proposed exhibition of the draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 will allow community input 
and assist with finalisation of this important work. Following the public exhibition period, a further report 
will be provided to Council.   
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