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ITEM 13 QUARTERLY VARIATIONS REPORT FOR JUNE 2018 AND SEPTEMBER 2018 
  
This quarterly report to Council identifies six (6) Development Applications were determined during the 
period 1 April to 30 June 2018, where a variation to a development standard was granted.  During the 
1 July to 30 September 2018 quarter, eight (8) Development Applications were determined where a 
variation to a development standard was granted. The NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
has been notified of the variations as part of Council’s ongoing reporting requirements. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council note the report. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Mark Riordan, Manager Development Assessment and Certification  
Authorised by: Andrew Carfield, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Variation to Development Standards - April 2018 to June 2018 
2  Variation to Development Standards - July 2018 to September 2018 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Development Applications involving variations to development standards may be made under clause 4.6 
of Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009 (WLEP 2009).  Requirements are provided within 
clause 4.6 of WLEP 2009 for the assessment of variations to development standards. 

Any variations approved are reported on a quarterly basis to Department of Planning and Environment 
(DPE), in accordance with procedural guidelines.  Council and DPE may in turn consider the extent and 
nature of variations granted when reviewing relevant planning controls or instruments. 

Wollongong City Council provides further transparency and oversight of applications seeking departures 
to development standard via: 

 Wollongong Local Planning Panel (WLPP) review. 

 Declaration of any variation during public exhibition. 

 Maintaining an ongoing pubic record of all variations approved. 

Following recent amendments to Planning Panel operation by NSW DPE minor variations to 
development standards (below 10%) receiving less than 2 objections may be determined by staff under 
delegated authority. 

QUARTERLY RESULT 

1 April to 30 June 2018 Quarter  

During the 1 April 2018 to 30 June 2018 quarter six (6) Development Applications were approved which 
included a variation to a development standard. 

 The first application (DA-2017/1379) involved the demolition of existing structures and construction 
of a mixed use development with ground floor retail premises and nine (9) residential units above 
with a variation to the minimum site width and ground floor development requirements on business 
land. The proposal was referred to Wollongong Local Planning Panel (WLPP) on 21 March 2018. 
WLPP supported the development. 
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 The second application (DA-2017/1396) involved a new freezer, chiller and despatch building and 
involved a variation to the maximum 11 metre height limit. The application was considered by the 
WLPP on 9 May 2018 and the proposed 12 metre height (1 metre building height variation) was 
supported. 

 The third application (DA-2017/1462) involved the demolition of existing structures and the 
construction of a seven (7) storey office building for IMB Bank with two basement car parking levels 
and involved some variations to the building separation distance requirements under clause 8.6 
(2,3) of WLEP 2009. The proposal was considered and supported by the Southern Regional 
Planning Panel on 27 June 2018. 

 The fourth application (DA-2017/1585) involved a dual occupancy (attached) and two lot Torrens 
Title subdivision with a variation to clause 4.4(2) floor space ratio (permitted FSR 0.5:1 and 
approved FSR 0.61:1). The proposal was considered and supported by WLPP on 16 May 2018. 

 The fifth application (DA-2002/496/B) involved a modification to an approved commercial office and 
three (3) terrace townhouses and a variation to the height standard.  The original development was 
approved at a 9.1 metre building height and the proposed modification involved a 9.65 metre 
building height (7% variation). The modification was assessed and determined by council officers 
under delegated authority. 

 The sixth application (DA-2017/1727) involved the demolition of existing structures, tree removal 
and the construction of a multi-unit development and strata title subdivision and an 8% variation to 
the 18 metre minimum site width requirement. The proposal was considered and supported by 
WLPP on 20 June 2018.  

Attachment 1 provides further information relating to these matters and forms the basis of the quarterly 
return to the Department of Planning and Environment, which is now submitted. 

1 July 2018 to 30 September 2018 Quarter 

During the 1 July 2018 to 30 September 2018 quarter eight (8) Development Applications have been 
determined where a variation to a development standard was granted. 

 The first application (DA-2016/358) involved (Bunnings) the demolition of existing structures, bulk 
earthworks, construction and use of a hardware with building height variation. The application was 
considered and determined (approved) by the Southern Regional Planning Panel on 23 August 
2018. 

 The second application (DA-2017/1196) involved the demolition of existing structures and 
construction of a multi-dwelling housing development (3 townhouses) and involved a minor (1.8%) 
variation to the 18 metre site width requirement. The proposal was considered and supported by 
WLPP on 25 July 2018, subject to the deletion of proposed condition 61. 

 The third application (DA-2018/204) involved a two lot Torrens Title subdivision and demolition of an 
existing garage and involved a variation to the 449 sqm minimum lot size requirement due to an 
anomaly of a RE1 Public Recreation zoning of part of the site which is to be rectified as part of the 
next ‘housekeeping’ draft amendment to WLEP 2009. The proposal was considered and supported 
by WLPP on 25 July 2018. 

 The fourth application (DA-2018/323) involved the demolition of existing structures and the 
construction of a multi-dwelling housing development and a variation to the minimum site width 
requirement. The proposal was considered and deferred by WLPP on 1 August 2018 on the basis 
that additional information concerning a phase 1 contamination assessment report was required to 
be provided and assessed. The WLPP required that the phase 1 contamination assessment report 
be assessed by council under the provisions of SEPP 55 when received and provided delegation to 
the Manager Development Application & Certification to approve the development if it satisfied the 
requirements of SEPP 55. The contamination assessment report satisfied the requirements of 
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SEPP 55 and the proposal was endorsed by the Manager Development Assessment & Certification 
and ultimately approved on 18 September 2018. 

 The fifth application (DA-2018/435) involved the demolition of an existing dwelling and construction 
of a 15 bed boarding house and associated works and a variation to the floor space ratio 
requirements (FSR 0.5:1 standard, approved FSR of 0.53:1). The application was assessed and 
determined by council officers under delegated authority on 15 August 2018. 

 The sixth application (DA-2018/641) involved alterations and additions to an existing dwelling-house 
and a 4.8% variation to the 0.5:1 FSR development standard. The proposal was assessed and 
determined by council officers under delegated authority on 18 July 2018. 

 The seventh application (DA-2010/1670/C) involved a modification to an approved residential 
apartment building development and a variation to the 16 metre height limit, due a lift overrun 
breaching the height limit by 120mm (ie less than 1%). The proposal was assessed and determined 
by council officers under delegated authority on 3 September 2018. 

 The eighth application (DA-2016/238/A) involved a modification to an approved multi-dwelling 
housing development in order to increase the floor levels of two units in the development due to the 
need to relocate the OSD storage facility out of the flood precinct of part of the site. The level 
changes were relatively minor with variations to the 9 metre height limit of 9.9% and 6% respectively 
for the two units. The proposal was assessed and determined by council officers under delegated 
authority on 11 September 2018.  

Attachment 2 provides further information relating to these matters and forms the basis of the quarterly 
return to the Department of Planning and Environment, which is now submitted. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We Value and protect our environment”.  
It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Development Assessment Service 
Plan 2018-19. 
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