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Item 6 Review of Chapters E13: Floodplain Management and E14: Stormwater Management of Wollongong DCP 

File: CST-100.02.073 Doc: IC19/688 

ITEM 6 
REVIEW OF CHAPTERS E13: FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AND E14: STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT OF WOLLONGONG DCP 

  
On 15 December 2009 Council endorsed the Wollongong Development Control Plan (DCP) 2009.  The DCP 
came into force on the 3 March 2010, following the commencement of the Wollongong Local Environmental 
Plan 2009.  

The DCP includes Chapters E13: Floodplain Management and E14: Stormwater Management. A review of 
Chapters E13 and E14 has resulted in proposed amendments. This report recommends Council endorse the 
reviewed documents for public exhibition.  

The changes to the DCP chapters are recommended to provide greater clarity, simplify some modelling 
processes, ensure consistency with the LEP, and implement recommendations from adopted floodplain risk 
management plans and coastal zone management plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
1 Draft Wollongong Development Control Plan (2009) Chapters E13: Floodplain Management and E14: 

Stormwater Management be exhibited for a minimum period of 28 days. 

2 A further report outlining the submissions received from the public exhibition process with 
recommendations regarding progression of the draft DCP amendments be prepared for Councils 
consideration. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Mike Dowd, Manager Infrastructure Strategy + Planning  
Authorised by: Andrew Carfield, Director Infrastructure + Works  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Chapter E13: Floodplain Management 
2  Draft Chapter E13: Floodplain Management Change Log 
3  Draft Chapter E14: Stormwater Management 
4  Draft Chapter E14: Stormwater Management Change Log 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Wollongong DCP (2009) commenced on 3 March 2010 and includes Chapters E13: Floodplain 
Management and E14: Stormwater Management.  The two chapters have not been reviewed since the 
commencement of the DCP. 

In this period, several Floodplain Risk Management Studies and Plans containing DCP related 
recommendations have been adopted by Council. These recommendations have been included in the review 
of E13: Floodplain Management. 

Council’s Conduit Blockage Policy (2002) was reviewed in 2016, and also contains recommendations to 
update Chapters E13 and E14. New national guidance following the Australian Rainfall & Runoff (2019) 
release is also being progressively adopted by Council and partly included in Chapters E13 and E14. 

The review of Chapters E13 and E14 is occurring over 2 Stages. This review represents Stage 1. 

Stage 1 

 Amend inconsistent & ambiguous sections; 

 Clarify definition of detrimental increases in flood impacts; 

 Ensure DCP chapters is consistent with Wollongong Local Environment Plan (2009); 

 Clarify Council’s 117 direction exemption within DCP; 

 Implement DCP related recommendations from Flood Risk Management Studies; and 

 Implement recommendations from Coastal Zone Management Plan (2017). 
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Stage 2 
Council will implement Stage 2 as Floodplain Risk Management Studies are completed (over the next 5 
years). Stage 2 will further incorporate Australian Rainfall and Runoff 2019 and update Flood Risk Precincts in 
line with national guidance.  

PROPOSAL 

The reviewed draft DCP Chapters E13: Floodplain Management and E14: Stormwater Management be placed 
on Public Exhibition for a minimum of 28 days.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

On the 7th December 2018, an industry forum was held which outlined the proposed changes to E13 and E14. 
The review was generally supported. Three submissions were received from local consultants outlining 
technical matters they would like to see considered in the review.  

A Councillor briefing outlining the key changes to the reviewed chapters was held on 4th November 2019. 

If Council endorses the draft amendment to the DCP for public exhibition, the public exhibition will include:  

 Notification in the local newspaper of the exhibition dates; 

  Exhibition website with the draft material and opportunity for comment; 

 Physical copies available in the Wollongong Library; 

 Industry forum to present the changes to local consultants and answer questions. 

Following the exhibition period, submissions will be reviewed and reported to Council with further 
recommendations regarding progression of the DCP chapters.  

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal ““We value and protect our environment”.  
It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.1.3 The potential impacts of natural 
disasters, such as those related to 
flood and landslips are managed and 
risks are reduced to protect life, 
property and the environment 

1.1.3.2 Establish effective urban 
stormwater and floodplain 
management programs 

Develop and implement Floodplain 
Risk Management Plans 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

The revised DCP chapters will provide more clarity to Council and industry regarding Floodplain and 
Stormwater Management requirements. The exhibition process will allow the community to provide further 
input to the revised chapters. 

CONCLUSION 

The Wollongong DCP Chapters E13: Floodplain Management and E14: Stormwater Management have been 
reviewed following internal and external consultation. It is recommended that the revised draft DCP chapters 
be exhibited for community and industry input.   

Following the exhibition period and industry forum, submissions will be reviewed and reported to 
Council with further recommendations regarding the progression of the guiding documents.  
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