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ITEM 7 LEASE OF NORTH WOLLONGONG SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
  
North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club building is located on Crown land known as Stuart Park which is 
within close proximity to the North Beach precinct as shown on Attachment 1. North Wollongong Surf 
Life Saving Club Inc (North Wollongong SLSC) has occupied the current surf club building since it was 
constructed in 1936 with improvements and extensions to the building being carried out over the years.  
Although North Wollongong SLSC occupies the building, it does not have a current lease agreement with 
Council. 

It is proposed to enter into a lease agreement with North Wollongong SLSC for it to validly occupy the 
building for a term of 21 years pursuant to Clause 9A of Schedule 7 to the Crown Land Management Act 
2016 and Section 102A Authorisation granted to Council dated 21 January 2016 under the repealed 
Crown Lands Act 1989. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council approve a 21 year lease of premises known as North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club 
Building, on part Lot 3 Crown DP 1136814, part Stuart Park (D580060), George Hanley Drive, North 
to North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club Inc as shown in the Draft Lease - Attachment 2. 

2 Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to finalise and execute the Lease and any 
other documentation required to give effect to this resolution. 

3 Council grant authority for the use of the Common Seal on the lease and any other documentation, 
should it be required, to give effect to this resolution. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Peter Coyte, Manager Property and Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Site Plan 
2  Draft Lease North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club 
3  NSW Aboriginal Land Council letter dated 12 December 2017 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

In 1914 North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club was officially formed. The construction of the current 
surf club building was completed in January 1936 with the building officially opened on 2 May 1936. The 
original surf club has undergone improvements and additions over the years with Council currently 
working with North Wollongong SLSC for a major refurbishment of the building to commence in the 2019 
financial year. 

Volunteer lifesavers from the surf club patrol North Wollongong Beach on Sundays and Public Holidays 
all year round. Council lifeguards patrol the beach on weekdays and Saturdays all year round. In addition 
to surf club patrol, lifesaving training, and competition, North Wollongong SLSC is very much a family 
oriented club with junior activities (Sandpipers) and social events for its members and families. 

PROPOSAL 

It is proposed to enter into a lease agreement with North Wollongong SLSC for it to validly occupy the 
surf club building located on Crown land. 

On 12 December 2017 NSW Aboriginal Land Council advised that it wished to partially withdraw 
Aboriginal Land Claims 42456 and 42492 affecting Lot 3 DP 1136814, Stuart Park, Wollongong, on 
which North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club is located (Attachment 3). Subsequently no Risk of 
Transfer Assessment is required to be carried out by Council and Aboriginal Land Claim Clauses have 
been included in the draft lease. 
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A Native Title Assessment has also been undertaken by Council’s Native Title Officer dated 
17 September 2018 which concluded that the proposed 21 year lease of North Wollongong SLSC does 
not affect native title, and is therefore valid. 

Council’s Property Lawyer has prepared the enclosed draft lease (Attachment 3) for a 21 year term 
pursuant to Clause 9A of Schedule 7 to the Crown Land Management Act 2016 and Section 102A 
Authorisation granted to Council dated 21 January 2016. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

 North Wollongong Surf Life Saving Club Inc 

 Surf Life Saving NSW 

 Consultation has been undertaken with appropriate Council divisions. 

The surf club draft lease is based on the Crown Lands Surf Club Lease template with amendments by 
Council’s Property Services Section with legal guidance from Council’s Legal Services. It has been the 
subject of rigorous consultation with various external parties including Surf Life Saving NSW and Crown 
Lands. 

No statutory advertising or consultation is required under the Section 102A Authorisation. Council will 
however publish a “notice of intention to grant the lease” both locally and within the State to meet Clause 
2(f) of the Crown Lands Management Act 2016. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We have a healthy community in a 
liveable city”. 

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Parks and Sportsfields Service Plan 
2018-19. 

The lease does permit the Club to sublease part of the premises for a commercial operation, but any 
sublease is subject to Council’s consent and any proposed activity would have to follow Council’s usual 
development application and consent process. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council will be responsible for any structural maintenance and will also be responsible for the building 
insurance of the surf club building and boatsheds, these costs are already built into forward budgets. 

North Wollongong SLSC will be responsible for all outgoings and also for maintenance and renewal of 
the building as outlined in the Leased Buildings Maintenance Responsibility Schedule in the draft lease – 
Attachment 1. The club will also be responsible for obtaining $20M Public Liability insurance. 

A rental of $690 (GST inclusive) per annum applies as per Council’s fees and charges for community 
and sporting groups for the 2018/19 financial year and the surf club will also pay $178 (GST inclusive) 
towards the cost of preparing the lease in accordance with Council policy. 

CONCLUSION 

This lease will formalise the existing occupation of the building by North Wollongong SLSC.  It outlines 
the ongoing maintenance responsibilities and outgoings of both parties. It also clearly identifies that any 
potential commercial income North Wollongong SLSC may generate that Council expects, in good faith, 
that the lessee will use that additional rental income to fund its obligations under the lease. 
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