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Item A Notice of Motion - Councillor Figliomeni - Port Kembla Community Investment Fund (PKCIF) 
Item 1 Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 - Post Exhibition 

File: CST-100.06.032 Doc: IC19/604 

ITEM 1 WOLLONGONG HERITAGE STRATEGY 2019-2022 - POST EXHIBITION 
  

On 24 June 2019, Council resolved to exhibit the draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy and 
Implementation Plan 2019-2022.  The Strategy was exhibited from 26 June to 6 August 2019.  This 
report details the outcomes of the exhibition process and recommends that Council adopt the 
Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 The Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 (Attachment 3) be adopted as a supporting 
document. 

2 The Wollongong Heritage Implementation Plan 2019-2022 be noted as an Operational Delivery Plan 
for delivery of the Wollongong Heritage Strategy. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: David Fitzgibbon, Manager City Strategy (Acting)  
Authorised by: Chris Stewart, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods 

(Acting)  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Engagement and Communications Summary Report 
2  Summary of Submissions and Recommended Actions 
3  Final Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 and Implementation Plan 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

On 31 October 2015, Council adopted the Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2015-2017.  The Strategy 
informs the work of the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group and Council’s heritage staff.   

On 24 June 2019, Council considered a report on a draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 
which was developed with the input of the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group.  Council resolved 
that – 

The draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy and Implementation Plan 2019-2022 be endorsed as a draft 
Council Policy and placed on public exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days. 

The draft Strategy and Implementation Plan 2019-2022 were exhibited from 26 June to 6 August 2019.  
The details of the exhibition and submissions received are detailed in the ‘Consultation and 
Communication’ section of this report. 

PROPOSAL 

The continued evolution and implementation of the Wollongong Heritage Strategy is important in 
ensuring the ongoing conservation and increased community appreciation and awareness of our City’s 
unique and valuable heritage.  The draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 and Implementation 
Plan (included as Appendix 1), provides a strategic approach to the ongoing management and delivery 
of Heritage programs and projects. 

The progression of the draft Strategy will support the ongoing allocation of funding from the NSW State 
Government Heritage funding streams toward Council’s Heritage Programs.  The structure, format and 
timeframe of the draft Strategy have been prepared to meet the requirements of the NSW Heritage 
Branch of the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment. 
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CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 was developed in conjunction with the Wollongong 
Heritage Reference Group during 2019. 

Following Council’s resolution on 24 June 2019, the draft Strategy and Implementation Plan were 
exhibited from 26 June to 6 August 2019.  The exhibition was advertised in local newspapers, via a 
press release and via Council’s Website and social media channels. Key stakeholders were also invited 
to comment on the draft Strategy.  The Engagement and Communications Summary Report is provided 
as Attachment 1 to this report. 

During the exhibition period, the exhibition page received 226 visits and 118 people downloaded the 
exhibited documents. 

Feedback on the Have Your Say Website was requested through two feedback forms, either in relation 
to – 

1 The nine key Strategies outlined in the draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022: or 

2 The draft Implementation Plan actions, which will assist Council to deliver on the Strategy. 

In response to the exhibition, 14 written submissions were received, three (3) from organisations and 
11 from individuals. 

The key issues raised in the submissions are detailed and addressed in the attached ‘Summary of 
Submissions’ document provided as Attachment 2 to this report.  The actions recommended by Council’s 
Heritage staff with input from the Heritage Reference Group to address each submission are also 
included in this document. 

Key themes in the feedback received on the draft Strategy included suggested improvements to 
Council’s promotion of heritage awareness and education through the use of social media and the 
promotion of cultural tourism opportunities and interpretation. Two submissions raised issues relating to 
the struggling local Museum section and the possibility of a Regional Museum of the Local Government 
Area.  Some comments were also made in relation to Council’s Heritage Assessment Management 
performance. The submissions also reflected the need for increased community involvement in all areas 
of heritage management throughout the City. 

The draft Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 was updated with consideration to the feedback 
received and the recommended actions reported to the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group meeting 
on 12 September 2019. The Wollongong Heritage Reference Group resolved that – 

The Draft Strategy be generally updated with the recommended Actions and Minor Amendments to 
the revised Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 following Council’s Heritage Staff liaising with 
Martin Gorrick in relation to rural and cultural landscape actions, prior to recommendation to Council 
for adoption as Council Policy. 

The additional work relating to rural and cultural landscape actions has been undertaken. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We value and protect our 
environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following - 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Operational Plan 2019-20 

Strategy 3 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.4.1 Programs and projects that 
achieve proactive heritage 
management, education and 
promotion are developed and 
implemented. 

1.4.2 Our Aboriginal community is 
actively engaged in the 

1.4.1.1 Work in partnership with 
others to promote a diverse 
range of heritage education 
and promotion programs. 

1.4.2.1 Work with the local 
Aboriginal community in the 
management of Indigenous 

1 Continue to deliver the Heritage 
Assistance Grant Program  

2 Coordinate the Heritage Advisory 
Committee (Heritage Reference 
Group) 

 Committee (Heritage Reference 
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management of indigenous 
heritage. 

heritage. Group) 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no direct financial implications associated with the adoption of the recommendations within 
this report. It is noted that the draft Heritage Implementation Plan 2019-2022 document includes some 
aspirational projects which would be subject to either internal or external funding.  These projects are 
clearly identified as long term projects that are subject to funding. This approach will assist with making 
external grant funding applications. 

CONCLUSION 

The adoption of the Wollongong Heritage Strategy 2019-2022 is an important step in ensuring a 
continued focus on the implementation and delivery of a focused heritage management program with a 
clearly defined strategy direction. The Strategy, along with the accompanying Implementation Plan, will 
guide and support the ongoing work of the Wollongong Heritage Reference Group and Council staff in 
the management and conservation of Wollongong’s heritage. 
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