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ITEM 6 POST EXHIBITION - CYCLING STRATEGY 2030 
  

The Draft Cycling Strategy 2030 outlines the Community and Council’s vision to improve cycling 
participation in Wollongong in line with the vision of becoming the place to ride, and the actions Council 
will pursue to deliver this vision over the next 10 years. 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has seen a dramatic increase in cycling participation rates, and we are at a 
point that we can build upon this momentum. Further, Wollongong is set to host the Union Cycliste 
Internationale (UCI) Road World Cycling Championships in 2022. This presents a significant opportunity 
for our community and has further built upon the local and external interest in Wollongong being the 
place to ride. 

Council, at its meeting on 29 June 2020, endorsed the public exhibition of the draft Cycling Strategy 
2030 from 1 July to 17 August 2020 inclusive. 198 surveys were completed, 1200 pins dropped on 
Council’s interactive cycling network map and a further 56 extended written responses received. All 
feedback received from the exhibition period has been considered and minor amendments to the 
strategy and implementation plan have been recommended. 

This report seeks Council’s adoption of the draft Cycling Strategy 2030. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 The draft Cycling Strategy 2030 be adopted; 

2 That persons who made submissions on the draft strategy be thanked and advised of Council’s 
resolution. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Andrew Heaven, Manager Infrastructure Strategy and Planning (Acting)  
Authorised by: Andrew Carfield, Director Infrastructure + Works - Connectivity Assets + Liveable City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Cycling Strategy 2030 and Implementation Plan 
2  Draft Cycling Strategy 2030 - Engagement Report 
3  We asked, You said, We did 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Cycling is a convenient, sustainable and healthy mode of transport. Like walking, it produces negligible 
emissions and enables a far greater active trip range.  In 2013 Council adopted the Bike Plan 
2014-2018. Following this there has been a number of key cycling routes delivered and upgraded along 
with many bike racks delivered. 

In 2019 Council committed to delivering net zero emissions for its operations by 2030, recognising that 
we are in a state of climate emergency and that by 2050 our community should be emissions neutral. 
Walking and cycling, along with other more sustainable modes of transport, such as buses and 
rideshare, form the backbone of sustainable transport. Cycling is the most convenient active mode of 
travel for trips between two and five kilometres and provides broader community and health benefits.  

A review of the existing Bike Plan commenced in 2019 towards this goal, with wide community and 
stakeholder engagement undertaken.  During this time the impacts of COVID-19, and its associated 
social distancing restrictions, saw a dramatic increase in bike riding popularity, with large sales of bikes 
being recorded and our cycling network inundated by keen riders.  

Further momentum has been building in advanced and competitive cycling circles as national and 
international eyes turn to Wollongong for the 2022 UCI World Road Cycling Championships. This recent 
momentum and interest have dramatically increased the need for strong and clear strategic vision and 
direction for cycling in Wollongong.  
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In June 2020 Council resolved to exhibit the draft Cycling Strategy 2030.   A comprehensive strategy and 
associated actions have been prepared, based on a range of community and stakeholder feedback and 
their priority, and Council’s ability to deliver them over the next 10 years.  

The Cycling Strategy aligns with the draft Illawarra Shoalhaven Regional Plan 2041, in particular, the 
four themes of a productive and innovative region, a sustainable and resilient region, a region that values 
its people and places and a smart and connected region. 

The Cycling Strategy 2030 marks a clear turning point in Council’s vision for bike riding across 
Wollongong for our community. At present there is unprecedented collaboration occurring across all 
levels of Government and across stakeholders with the key vision of significantly improving cycling in 
Wollongong and the Illawarra. There is also unprecedented opportunity to develop and secure funding to 
deliver the strategic objectives of the strategy. 

PROPOSAL 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the Wollongong Cycling Strategy 2030 and for Council to 
note the ‘We Asked, You Said, We Did’ summary of submissions and Implementation Plan. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The development of the Cycling Strategy 2030 began in 2019, with over 350 community members 
participating in workshops, surveys, submissions and conversations to inform the initial draft Cycling 
Strategy 2030.  

Council exhibited the draft strategy between 1 July and 17 August 2020 inclusive. 198 surveys were 
completed in full, 1200 pins dropped on Council’s interactive Cycling Network map, and 56 extended 
submissions received. This feedback has influenced amendments to the Cycling Strategy 2030 and 
influenced the action and implementation plan. 

Further detail can be found in the attached Engagement Report. Council staff will continue to seek and 
use community feedback in guiding the delivery of the strategy’s actions. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goal 6 “We have affordable and 
accessible transport”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

6.1.2 Work with partners to decrease car 
dependency and facilitate sustainable 
transport to provide convenient 
movement throughout the city, with 
sustainable transport modes such as 
walking and cycling. 

6.1.2.1 Implement a variety of 
projects and programs to 
encourage sustainable 
transport throughout the 
LGA 

Review and update the Wollongong 
Bike Plan 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

In 2019 Council committed to delivering net zero emissions for its operations by 2030, recognising that 
we are in a state of climate emergency and that by 2050 our community should be emissions neutral. 
Walking and cycling, along with other more sustainable modes of transport, such as buses and 
rideshare, form the backbone of sustainable transport. Cycling is the most convenient active mode of 
travel for trips between two and five kilometres and provides broader community and health benefits.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Adoption of the strategy has inherent costs to both the operational and infrastructure delivery programs. 
The significant increase to funding for the associated infrastructure programs and the resources is 
required to develop and implement these actions. Some of these actions will be used to support any 
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applications for external funding for projects to increase cycling participation. Many actions are already 
underway, some may require reprioritising, adjusting or altering the timing of existing planned projects. 

The Implementation Plan outlines funded actions and funding gaps. Any unfunded actions will be 
considered each year as part of the annual planning process. Where appropriate, grant opportunities will 
be pursued. 

CONCLUSION 

Cycling plays an important part in our integrated transport network and many in our community actively 
participate in its many forms.  

The Wollongong Cycling Strategy 2030 has been prepared with the collaborative efforts of a wide range 
of end-users involved in the process. The strategy is comprehensive and addresses many actions that 
Council will deliver with interagency cooperation. It outlines a range of priorities and actions needed to 
greatly improve community perception of bike riding as a viable and preferred mode of everyday 
transport. 

The strategy sets targets for Council to strive to achieve over the forward 10 years and these targets 
align with realised goals for an improved sustainable and equitable travel mode with a range of benefits 
to the wider community. It provides a framework to deliver a range of projects and programs over the 
next 10 years in line with community expectations. 
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