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ITEM 2 
WOLLONGONG CITY COUNCIL - DRAFT SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A HYDROGEN INDUSTRY IN NEW SOUTH WALES 

  

Wollongong is a city committed to a clean energy future with demonstrated capability to develop a large-
scale hydrogen industry as identified by both the Commonwealth and New South Wales Governments. 
Wollongong City Council strongly supports this vision given its alignment to Council’s adopted target of 
net zero emissions by 2050, as well as long lasting economic benefit to the Illawarra region and New 
South Wales. 

The NSW Standing Committee on State Development is currently undertaking an Inquiry into the 
development of a hydrogen industry in New South Wales. This report seeks Council’s endorsement for 
its submission to the Inquiry about Wollongong’s capability and commitment to hydrogen industry.  
 

RECOMMENDATION. 

Council endorse the draft submission to the Inquiry into the development of a hydrogen industry in New 
South Wales and submit to the NSW Standing Committee on State Development.  

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Sue Savage, Manager Community Cultural + Economic Development  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Terms of Reference - Inquiry into the Development of a Hydrogen Industry in New South Wales 
2  Wollongong City Council - Submission - Inquiry into the Development of a Hydrogen Industry in 

New South Wales 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The NSW Upper House is undertaking an inquiry into and report on the current state of, and 
opportunities for, the development of a hydrogen industry in New South Wales. In summary, the Terms 
of Reference for the Inquiry are focused on: 

1. The size of the economic and employment opportunity created by the development of a hydrogen 
industry in New South Wales, in particular those opportunities for regional New South Wales. 

2. The state’s existing hydrogen capabilities. 

3. The capacity of and barriers to New South Wales becoming a major production, storage and export 
hub for hydrogen. 

4. The economics of hydrogen's use in different sectors of the economy, including emerging 
opportunities to use hydrogen in industrial processes and as a feedstock.  

5. The infrastructure, technology, skills, workforce capabilities and other things needed to realise the 
economic opportunities of hydrogen as and when it becomes commercial in different sectors of the 
economy.  

6. The actions needed of the public and private sectors, to support the development of a hydrogen 
industry in New South Wales and to realise the associated economic opportunities, including 
actions to manage any safety risks in the hydrogen industry.  

7. The potential for jobs in New South Wales, both directly in the hydrogen industry and in other 
industries powered by hydrogen.  

8. Any other pertinent matters the committee wishes to draw to the Government's attention in this 
regard.  

The full Terms of Reference are included in Attachment 1.  
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The City of Wollongong is well placed with regard to the development of an emerging hydrogen industry. 
The draft submission seeks to highlight the strong alignment of hydrogen as an alternate energy source 
to Council’s strategic directions, namely the Economic Development Strategy 2019-29, which sets a 
target of 10,500 net new jobs within Wollongong over the next decade, and Council’s commitments to a 
clean energy future as reflected in Council’s participation in the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate 
and Energy and the City Power Partnership Program, Council’s Climate Change Mitigation Plan 2020 
and Sustainable Wollongong 2030: A Climate Healthy City Strategy. 

In addition, strategic alignment, well established partnerships, networks and research capabilities, and 
infrastructure exists within the region to support the development of hydrogen industries. These 
capabilities are expanded in the attached submission. 

Submissions are due by Friday, 26 February 2021.  

PROPOSAL 

A draft submission has been prepared and outlines the many competitive advantages that Wollongong 
has regarding the hydrogen industry and the economic benefits it offers to the state of New South Wales.  

The draft submission is attached to this report.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The Community Cultural and Economic Development Division, through the Economic Development 
Team, prepared the submission in consultation with Council’s City Strategy Division, in particular the 
Environment Planning Manager. Externally, Council worked closely with the Department of Regional 
NSW, Illawarra Innovative Industry Network (i3net) and the University of Wollongong. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We have an innovative and 
sustainable economy”. It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

2.1.3 Cross sector initiatives are 
coordinated and implemented to 
increase and attract business 
investment, supporting small 
businesses and encouraging jobs 
growth.  

2.1.3.1 Support regional activities 
and partnerships that promote 
business investment and jobs 
growth  

Implement the Economic Development 
Strategy 2019-29 

 

CONCLUSION 

The NSW Standing Committee on State Development is seeking submissions to the Inquiry into the 
development of a hydrogen industry in New South Wales until 26 February 2021. This report seeks 
Council’s endorsement to lodge a submission into the Inquiry by the due date.  
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