
 Ordinary Meeting of Council 19 July 2021 414 

 

 

File: CST-100.02.080 Doc: IC21/709 

ITEM 7 
POST EXHIBITION - REVIEW OF WOLLONGONG DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 
2009 CHAPTER C17: TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND RADIOCOMMUNICATION 
FACILITIES 

  

On 19 April 2021, Council resolved to seek community feedback on the updated draft Wollongong 
Development Control Plan (DCP) 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications 
Facilities.  The draft amended DCP Chapter was exhibited between 17 May and 16 June 2021. One 
submission was received. 

It is recommended that Council resolve to adopt the amended Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17: 
Telecommunications and Radiocommunications Facilities. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter C17: Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunications Facilities be adopted and a notice be placed on Council’s website. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications Facilities 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Telecommunications and radiocommunications facilities are vital infrastructure components of modern 
communication systems.  These include telecommunications towers, masts and antennas, base stations, 
satellite-based facilities, radiocommunications transmitters and their supporting infrastructure and 
ancillary development. 

Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications Facilities was 
adopted on 15 December 2009.  The purpose of Chapter C17 is to provide development controls 
applicable to the design, siting, construction, safety, security and environmental and public health 
impacts of telecommunications and radiocommunications facilities, including broadcasting infrastructure 
covered by the Commonwealth Telecommunications Act 1997 and the Commonwealth 
Radiocommunications Act 1992. 

Periodic review, update and amendment of Wollongong DCP 2009 occurs as required, to ensure plans 
continue to be useful and relevant as a policy of Council.  On 19 April 2021, Council considered a report 
on the review of Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 to address changes to legislation, definitions, 
guidance documents and Council policy.  The report proposed minor amendments to Wollongong DCP 
2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications Facilities. Council resolved that- 

1 The draft Wollongong Development Control Plan Chapter C17 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunications Facilities be exhibited for a minimum period of 28 days. 

2 Following the exhibition period, a report outlining the submissions received from the public 
exhibition process with recommendations regarding progression of the draft DCP amendments be 
prepared for Council’s consideration. 
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PROPOSAL 

An amendment to Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications 
Facilities has been prepared to - 

• Comply and more closely align with the updated Telecommunications Code of Practice 2018; 
Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities Determination) 2018; Mobile Phone Base Station 
Deployment Industry Code 2018; NSW Telecommunications Facilities Guidelines Including 
Broadband 2010, and Council’s Illawarra Escarpment Strategic Management Plan 2015 

• Be consistent with the structure and layout of other Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapters recently 
reviewed and updated 

• Include information about the purpose of telecommunications and radiocommunications facilities 
and why they need to be regulated 

• Update definitions to reference current legislation and industry codes 

• Replace references to Electromagnetic Radiation (EMR) with Electromagnetic Energy (EME) 

• Strengthen objectives and controls to reflect Council Policy and include controls that other Councils 
have adopted in their Telecommunications Facilities DCP Chapter. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The draft amended Wollongong DCP Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications 
Facilities was exhibited between 17 May and 16 June 2021.  The public exhibition was advertised 
through Council’s website and in the Illawarra Mercury newspaper.  Copies of the suite of documents 
were available for viewing on Council’s website, in all Council libraries, and at Council’s Customer 
Service Centre in the Administration Building, Wollongong. All active Neighbourhood Forums were 
notified of the public exhibition by e-mail. 

The suite of documents included in the public exhibition was as follows - 

• Council Report and Minutes (19 April 2021) 

• Amended draft Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunications Facilities. 

As a result of the public exhibition the website page received 21 views, with 15 documents downloaded.  
One submission was received during the public exhibition.  The submission from Transport for NSW 
acknowledged that the review has been undertaken to ensure the DCP provisions reflect legislative and 
policy amendments and indicated no objection to the proposed draft Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter 
C17. 

Preliminary stakeholder consultation was undertaken with Council’s Environment, Landscaping, 
Development Assessment, Development Engineering, Heritage and Land Use Planning Divisions to 
inform the Wollongong DCP 2009 review.  Advice was also sought from Council’s legal team to check for 
clarity, legibility and legal correctness of the proposed Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter amendments. 

No further amendments to the Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and 
Radiocommunications Facilities are recommended as a result of the public exhibition process. 
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2028 Objective “The Sustainability of our urban 
environment is improved” under the Community Goal “We value and protect our environment”.  It 
specifically delivers on the following- 

Community Strategic Plan 

Strategy 

Delivery Program 2018-2022 

4 Year Action 

Operational Plan 2021-22 

Operational Plan Actions 

Manage land uses to strengthen urban 
areas 

1.3.1  Impacts from development 
on the environment are 
assessed, monitored and 
mitigated 

Action 1: Assess new developments 
and planning proposals for 
environmental impacts. 

Manage visual and urban amenity 
resulting from urban development. 

1.3.2.2 Mitigate the impact of 
development on the natural 
environment and visual 
amenity of our open 
spaces and urban areas 

Action 1: Review and implement 
planning controls to mitigate the 
impact of development on the natural 
environment and visual amenity of 
our spaces and urban areas. 

CONCLUSION 

A review of Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications 
Facilities has been conducted and the need for minor amendments identified in line with updated 
legislation, industry code of practice, state government guidelines and Council Policy relevant to this 
Chapter of the Wollongong DCP 2009.   

This report recommends that Council resolve to adopt the amended Wollongong DCP 2009 Chapter 
C17 Telecommunications and Radiocommunications Facilities. 
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