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ITEM 8 POLICY REVIEW - CODES OF CONDUCT 

Council is required to review its Code of Conduct within 12 months of each ordinary election of the 
Council.   Following a review, this report presents the Codes of Conduct for adoption by Council.  

RECOMMENDATION 
1 Council adopt the attached: 

a Code of Conduct for Councillors 
b Code of Conduct for Staff 
c Code of Conduct for Council Committee Members, Delegates of Council and Council Advisors 
d Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct 

2 The existing Councillor Access to Information and Staff Policy be revoked as the provisions have 
been incorporated into the Code of Conduct 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Todd Hopwood, Manager Governance and Customer Service 
Authorised by: Renee Campbell, Director Corporate Services - Connected + Engaged City 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Code of Conduct - Councillors 2022 
2 Code of Conduct - Staff 2022 
3 Code of Conduct - Committee Members, Delegates and Council Advisors - 2022 
4 Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct - 2022 
 

BACKGROUND 

All councils must adopt a code of conduct that incorporates the provisions of the Model Code of 
Conduct. Council’s adopted code of conduct may also include provisions that supplement the Model 
Code of Conduct however Council’s adopted code of conduct has no effect to the extent that it is 
inconsistent with the Model Code of Conduct. Council last adopted its Code of Conduct in November 
2020. 

Section 440(7) of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) requires Council, within 12 months after each 
ordinary election, to review its adopted Code of Conduct and make such adjustments as it considers 
appropriate. 

PROPOSAL 
A review of Council’s existing Codes of Conduct has been undertaken as required by the Act.  As 
Council’s Codes of Conduct were adopted in November 2020 based on a new Model Code of Conduct 
released by the Office of Local Government at that time, they remain current, up to date and no 
substantive changes are required. 
It is recommended that the following documents be re-adopted without amendment from the previously 
adopted versions that were adopted in November 2020: 

• Code of Conduct for Staff

• Code of Conduct for Council Committee Members, Delegates of Council and Council Advisors

• Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct
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Code of Conduct for Councillors and the Councillor Access to Information and Staff Policy 
Council has an existing Councillor Access to Information and Staff Policy.  This policy establishes 
procedures by which Councillors may access Council information and staff in order to undertake their 
statutory roles to provide effective civic leadership and to represent the collective interests of residents, 
ratepayers and the local community.   
The Code of Conduct includes a substantial section on the same matters.  For the purposes of clarity it 
would be appropriate that there is a single policy defining Councillor access to information issues.  As 
Council is required to adopt the mandatory sections of the Model Code of Conduct in relation to 
Councillor access it is considered appropriate that all policy positions relating to access to information 
and staff be included in the Code of Conduct.  This will allow the Code of Conduct to act as a single 
source of truth on these matters. 
The Draft Code of Conduct for Councillors that is recommended for adoption has included the existing 
provisions from the Councillor Access to Information and Staff Policy and the revocation of the policy is 
recommended.   

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
The only change to the content of the existing Codes of Conduct are made to incorporate the existing 
provisions of the Councillor Access to Information and Staff Policy into the Code of Conduct for 
Councillors. As these provisions are already adopted Council policy it is not proposed to place the Codes 
of Conduct on public exhibition, as no new policy provisions are proposed. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We are a connected and engaged 
community”.  It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the 2021-22 Service Plan of 
the Governance and Customer Service Division. 

CONCLUSION 
The proposed Codes of Conduct and Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct 
attached to this report are based upon the Model Code of Conduct and Procedures published by the 
Office of Local Government and are appropriate for adoption. 
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