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ITEM 5 SPORTSGROUND AND SPORTING FACILITIES STRATEGY 2017-2021 
  

In May 2008 Council adopted the Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2008-2017. Over the 
past 18 months, Council officers have been undertaking research into participation trends and working 
collaboratively with members of Council’s Sports and Facilities Reference Group on current and future 
needs of their sport. 

This input together with feedback from the peak sporting bodies has informed the development of the 
draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017- 2021. This strategy will be essential to guide 
Council in ongoing sportsground and facility planning.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council adopt the draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021.  

2 Council endorse the Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 proposed key focus 
areas, goals and strategies to inform future key deliverables within subsequent Council Annual 
Plans. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Peter Coyte, Manager Property and Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Corporate and Community Services - Creative, Engaged and 

Innovative City (Acting)  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021   
 

BACKGROUND 

In 2006 Wollongong City Council adopted the Planning People Places Strategy for open space, 
recreation and community facilities. This strategic framework was developed to guide the provision, 
development and management of open space and key recreation and community facilities in Wollongong 
over the next 20 years. 

To aid in the implementation of the Planning People Places Strategy, in December 2007 Council 
adopted a Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2008-2017, with the aim to further assist 
Council in the provision of its sportsgrounds and facilities within the Wollongong Local Government Area.  

Recognising that individual national and local sport trends and facility requirements have evolved since 
2007, it was timely to revisit the direction of the Strategy. Since the 2007 Strategy was endorsed, a 
number of the key strategy outcomes such as partnering with agencies to invest in enhancing sports field 
lighting and irrigation have been implemented.  

Therefore it is timely to revisit and realign our strategic approach to sport in order to respond to emerging 
trends and identifying new opportunities to meet the needs of our changing community.  

The draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 has drawn upon the Australian 
Sports Commission’s Corporate Plan 2016-17 and the findings of the participation game plan, Play. 
Sport. Australia which was released in March 2015,  the NSW State Government Sports Strategy Game 
Plan 2012 and importantly the views and visions of our own local sporting community, current 
developments in sport and Council’s own assessment of its supporting sports infrastructure. 

The aim of this strategy is to assist Council meet the existing and future needs of our community in a 
sustainable manner. This strategy aligns to Council’s Community goal “We are a healthy community in a 
liveable city” and will contribute to achieving the Wollongong 2022 Community Strategic Plan objective of 
increasing participation in recreational and lifestyle activities.  
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From a legislative perspective, The Local Government (General Regulations) 1999 describes the type of 
community land which should be categorised as a sportsground: 

“A sportsground is land used, or is proposed to be used primarily for active recreation involving 
organised sports or the playing of games. This includes sporting fields, courts, indoor sporting venues, 
swimming pools, skate parks and cycling facilities and the like”. 

The provision of quality sportsgrounds and sporting facilities is critical to the delivery of sport programs 
for the residents of Wollongong.  Ensuring our community has access to appropriate sports infrastructure 
is a core function of local government.  

Council currently has 67 sportsgrounds consisting of 222 playing surfaces consuming 332.8 hectares 
which represents 13.2% of Council’s open space. These are divided into a hierarchy system, namely 
regional, district and local sportsgrounds catering for 33,159 participants and generate income of 
approximately $268K annually for casual hire.  

Given consideration that sport is played all year round the effective use, management and development 
of these sports grounds and facilities is one of the key drivers for increased participation of players and 
sustainability of these facilities, particularly with increasing junior level and female participation needs to 
be supported with adequate funding allocations. 

The availability and effective management of these council assets is a fundamental requirement for 
sports participation throughout our City. 

This report recommends Council note the feedback provided by the peak sporting bodies, the alignment 
to the Federal, State and Council plans and endorse incorporating the proposed key focus areas 
contained within the Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021. 

The following key focus areas - 

 Increased sportsground capacity 

 Renew and enhance existing sports facility infrastructure with a focus on gender equity, accessibility 
and storage 

 Secure ongoing funding for sports facility renewal and enhancement. 

 Develop and implement policies that ensure compliance and safe participation. 

 Pursue accountability in licensed and leased agreements 

 Explore joint venture partnerships 

 Invest in infrastructure to support and accommodate emerging sports and independent recreation 
pursuits 

In additional to the key focus areas there are goals and strategies with accompanying four year actions 
to help guide and inform the future development of the city’s sporting facilities. 

The reviewed Sportsgrounds and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-21 updates the current provision, 
distribution and identifies possible gaps in sportsground and facility provision based on participation 
rates with the aim to assist Council in meeting future needs, distribution, development and management 
of sportsgrounds and sporting facilities. 

It should be noted that the outcome of the Infrastructure Strategy and Planning (ISP) Building Condition 
and Functionality Program will further provide direction in relation to sports amenities and buildings 
renewals. This project together with the pending Social Infrastructure Planning Framework will aid in the 
subsequent prioritisation of renewals and guide future capital budget allocations. 

This Sportsground and Sports Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 will form one of Council's key supporting 
documents that include high level strategies or implementation plan proposals. These documents are 
considered as part of the development of Council’s IPR Legislated Documents as part of the Annual 
Delivery Planning Process.  

This supporting document has been developed based on consultation with the peak sporting 
associations represented on the Sports and Facilities Reference Group and information collated from 
individual sporting bodies during the consultation phase and contained within the Informing Document. 
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This document aligns with the following goals and objectives identified in Council’s Community Strategic 
Plan. 

PROPOSAL 

This report notes the key role of the Sports and Facilities Reference Group in providing objective and 
informed direction to future provision of sports ground and sporting facility infrastructure.  

There are three options for Council to consider in relation to the draft strategy: 

 Adopt the draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 and endorse the proposed 
key focus areas, goals and strategies to inform key deliverables within future Wollongong City 
Council Annual Plans.  

The proposition for immediate adoption of the strategy is supported by the extensive consultation that 
was undertaken with the peak sporting associations represented on the Sports and Facilities 
Reference Group in drafting the strategy and the fact that there is no statutory exhibition period for 
this supporting document. Adoption will enable Council to finalise the planning process for this 
important strategic document during its current term. 

 Approve exhibition of the draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 for a period 
of 14 days, commencing 27 June 2017.  

The proposition for a shorter exhibition period is based on the extensive community consultation that 
was undertaken with the peak sporting associations represented on the Sports and Facilities 
Reference Group in drafting the strategy and the fact that there are no statutory requirements in 
relation to exhibition periods for this document. An exhibition period of 14 days will also enable the 
final report to return to Council for adoption prior to the end of its current term. 

 Approve exhibition of the draft Sportsground and Sporting Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 for a period 
of 28 days, commencing 27 June 2017. 

An exhibition period of this duration will allow for further, formal community feedback on the draft 
strategy. It will mean, however, that adoption of the strategy will become a matter for consideration of 
the new Council, post-election. 

The actions and deliverables within the strategy will be deployed via an annual business planning and 
reporting program. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

This strategy was a collaborative effort over an 18 month period involving all peak sporting group 
members of the Sports and Facilities Reference Group, individual sports associations, Communities 
NSW (Sports), with initial input from various staff across Council including Community, Cultural and 
Economic Development and Infrastructure Strategy and Planning Divisions. 

The draft strategy was presented to Councillors at a briefing session on 7 November 2016 and endorsed 
by Council’s Sports and Facilities Reference Group in December 2016. 
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We are a healthy community in a 
liveable city”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2012-2017 Annual Plan 2016-17 

Strategy 5 Year Action Annual Deliverables 

5.1.6 Urban area are created to 
provide a healthy living 
environment for our 
community 

5.1.6.2 Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality passive 
and active open spaces and facilities 

Pursue key actions outlined in the 
Sportsground & Sporting Facilities 
Strategy 

5.1.6.3  Policies and plans are developed, 
reviewed and implemented to 
encourage physical activity 

Pursue funding opportunities to 
install additional outdoor exercise 
opportunities in public space   

5.3.3 Well maintained assets that 
meet the needs of the 
current and future 
communities are provided 

5.3.3.1  Manage and maintain community 
infrastructure portfolio with a focus on 
asset renewal 

Coordinate the sports & facilities 
planning program with the Sports & 
Facilities Reference Group 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

During the review of the existing strategy and in the development of the Sportsground and Sports 
Facilities Strategy 2017-2021, it was identified that Council faced an ongoing funding shortfall in capital 
required to renew/upgrade its sports ground amenities to contemporary standards, further enhance 
sports field lighting, provide opportunities for emerging sports such as skateboarding and mountain 
biking,  accommodate storage demands and provide sports ground drainage across its 67 sportsgrounds 
locations.  

It is acknowledged that our current approach to effectively resourcing sports is somewhat compromised 
in that “green assets” such turf wickets the playing surfaces are currently not identified in asset plans and 
ultimately the standard in which we can deliver these valuable assets remain with limited resources in 
operational budgets. 

Any increases in operational and/or capital budget would need to be prioritised against other identified 
organisational priorities. 

CONCLUSION 

A comprehensive review of sporting literature, emerging trends, participation and consultation with the 
Sports Facilities Reference Group and the peak sporting bodies has been conducted over the past 18 
months to inform and develop the Sportsground and Sports Facilities Strategy 2017-2021.  

This strategy now provides Council with an ongoing strategic approach and will be a key supporting 
document to guide the provision and maintenance of sportsgrounds and facilities across the city. 

The adoption of the Sportsground and Sports Facilities Strategy 2017-2021 will assist Council in 
planning and managing its sporting facilities more effectively into the future. The focus on having sports 
amenities better reflect gender equity, improve accessibility and addressing training equipment storage 
shortcomings and cater for youth involved emerging independent sports should inform Council’s Annual 
Plan and budget allocations, and support the effective delivery of sports across our city. 
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