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ITEM 1 PUBLIC EXHIBITION - DRAFT KING GEORGE V PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN  
  
In accordance with the Delivery Program 2018-2022, Operational Plan 2020-21 and Port Kembla 2505 
Revitalisation Plan 2018-2043, a draft Master Plan has been developed to provide Council with a vision 
to inform the future enhancement of King George V Park, Port Kembla. 

The draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan (draft Master Plan) focuses on improving 
community access, engagement and increased usage within the park and proposes a range of 
improvements to meet these objectives. Key features of the draft Master Plan include an expanded play 
precinct, new sport amenities, improved hardcourt facilities, new path networks and skate boarding 
opportunities. 

Public exhibition of the draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan will allow the community to 
provide further insight and input into the refinement of the plan. This report seeks Council’s endorsement 
of the draft Master Plan for exhibition and for a subsequent report with findings from engagement be 
presented to Council on completion. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council endorse the draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan for public exhibition from 
5 February to 5 March 2021. 

2 Following exhibition, Council receive a further report with an updated Master Plan incorporating the 
community engagement findings. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation  
Authorised by: Sue Savage, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City (Acting)  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan 
2  King George V Park Master Plan Engagement Report Phase 1 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

King George V Park is an iconic parcel of active and passive open space in Port Kembla. 

In 2018, the Port Kembla 2505 Revitalisation Plan 2018-2043 was produced to provide a ‘25-year 
aspirational vision for the future of Port Kembla’. The associated Implementation Plan identified the need 
to deliver a Master Plan for the King George V Precinct. 

The lower portion of the park hosts a range of recreation activities including senior cricket ground, cricket 
training nets, football field, junior cricket ground, local playground, and two hard courts. The sports field 
park has recently undergone flood lighting, turf wicket and irrigation improvements, making it a popular 
training and competition facility for cricket and football players. 

The Port Kembla Cricket clubhouse is situated in the centre of the park on the western side of the cricket 
field. The modest building was constructed in the 1960’s, is ageing and does not provide contemporary 
gender equity or accessibility facilities. The park also provides limited storage space for sports and 
Council’s ground maintenance equipment. 

The existing playground is well utilised but primarily caters for younger children in the 2–8 year age 
group. The playground is supported by carparking but lacks supporting amenities such as shade, picnic 
facilities, water refill stations and bike racks. 

Public toilet facilities are currently incorporated into the clubhouse building, although there are currently 
no formal pathways to the amenities, with access from the playground, basketball court and carparks via 
informal grass tracks. 



 Ordinary Meeting of Council 1 February 2021 18 

 

 

The upper portion of the park is a large grassed area and without designated paths or infrastructure. 
Large sections of this area are affected by a relatively steep topography and open to prevailing winds 
and is known to be used occasionally for recreational paragliding activities. The south west portion 
provides sweeping views over Port Kembla Beach and broader residential area to the east. This area 
does contain an off-leash dog area and is relatively popular with locals for this purpose. This section of 
the site also has several informal walking tracks, which are used to access the playground, pool and 
beach.   

Over the past decade a local bushcare group have worked in partnership with Council to pursue native 
bush and tree plantings at the base of the hill. 

King George V Park sits central within a tapestry of significant sites including Coomaditchie Lagoon, 
Hill 60 and Fishermans and Port Kembla beaches. This presents an opportunity to ‘connect with country’ 
and engaging with the local Aboriginal community in design of infrastructure and vegetation 
management. 

Given the diverse range of recreation pursuits and community groups who actively use the King 
George V Park, community consultation is key in developing a clear understanding of the possible uses 
for the site, its constraints and options for best meeting identified needs. As such, the process of 
community engagement and the preliminary engagement findings have formed the basis of the draft 
Master Plan. 

PROPOSAL 

The draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan focuses on enhancing existing recreational 
opportunities and improving community access, engagement and usage of the popular park and 
surrounds. 

Key aspects of the draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan include: 

• New and relocated multi-purpose sporting amenities and formalisation of the carpark 

A contemporary and larger facility servicing the growth in sports, relocated between the senior 
cricket oval and football field providing dual access to both codes. The new facility will incorporate 
new gender equitable changerooms, canteen, clubroom and storage for both cricket and football 
use. 

This facility will also incorporate new compliant public toilets servicing all park patrons. 

It is also proposed that the existing carpark will be formalised (including asphalt, line marking, trees 
etc) providing improved car parking and access to the relocated amenities building. 

• Expanded and improved play precinct targeting a broad age range 

Given the lack of facilities in the park for older children, the draft Master Plan proposes an expansion 
of the playground, to provide additional play opportunities which cater for a broader range of ages. 
The expansion aims to harness the topography of the adjacent hill, incorporating adventure and 
nature play opportunities eg large slides down the embankment. 

• New picnic facilities – including shelters, seating and barbeques 

Amenity and usability of the park will be improved through the integration of additional facilities, 
particularly in the areas surrounding the playground and basketball court. This includes the addition 
of new picnic facilities, as well as bike racks, additional tree planting and water refill stations. 

• Development of a new skate facility 

The draft Master Plan proposes a new skate facility which will be configured in a linear configuration, 
between the existing playground and senior cricket oval. The facility will incorporate multiple 
skateable elements creating additional opportunities for young people and families. 
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• Outdoor fitness equipment 

Multiple outdoor fitness equipment stations will be introduced around the outside of the cricket field. 
These exercise stations will support a broad range of community members and promote physical 
activity within the park. The new facilities will complement existing outdoor exercise equipment at 
MM beach, by providing a mixture of different static and dynamic equipment. 

• Development of a contemporary art trail and viewing area 

The draft Master Plan incorporates contemporary art installations, interpretive signage, pathways, 
seating and a viewing area. The proposed art walk has largely been designed to be wheelchair 
accessible and will lead to a viewing area which incorporates public art. The dog off-leash area will 
be maintained but re-sited north of the current area to help minimise potential conflict. 

• New formal path networks incorporating accessible pathways 

To improve community access and engagement with the space, the draft Master Plan proposes new 
formal path networks throughout the park. The proposed path networks will incorporate accessible 
pathways, linking different areas of the precinct. 

• Upgrade existing hard court to multi-sports area with fencing 

Since re-sealing the basketball court at the northern end of the park, community use of the hard 
courts has significantly increased. Taking into consideration this increased demand, the draft Master 
Plan proposes a multi-use court to be established next to the existing basketball court. Both courts 
will be fenced with potential for community artwork to be placed on fencing. 

• Improved amenity, access and connectivity for pedestrians and vehicles on Cowper Street and 
Military Road 

• Improvements to Port Kembla pool forecourt and carpark 

Port Kembla pool and beach are popular swimming locations, which are frequented by both locals 
and visitors. The draft Master Plan reimagines the configuration of the pool carpark and forecourt 
area, to better cater to residents and visitors, reduce conflict between pedestrians and cars, provide 
additional picnic and barbeque facilities and improve disability access. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

To help assist in clarifying aspirations for the site, significant engagement has already occurred and has 
directly informed the development of the draft Master Plan. The preliminary engagement phase ran from 
13 October to 2 November 2020 where community members were invited to share their ideas about 
King George V Park; how they use it and how it can be improved as a sporting, social and green space. 
The community were informed about the project through: 

• Mailout to all households, owners and businesses within 400m of the site 

• Multiple notices in the Illawarra Mercury throughout October 

• Media release on Council’s website 

• Development of a short video explaining the project and encouraging people to have their say 

• Facebook post on 13 October 2020 

• Emails promoting the exhibition were sent to key stakeholders including Neighbourhood Forum 7, 
local sporting clubs utilising King George V Park, and stakeholders who had previously contributed 
to the Port Kembla Revitalisation Plan with the invitation to share through their networks 

• Posters were displayed at Warrawong and Wollongong libraries and some Wentworth Street, 
Port Kembla businesses 

• Posters was emailed to local schools for inclusion in their newsletters 
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• Five signs promoting the engagement were placed around the park 

• Invitation for the community to attend booked, COVID-safe, information sessions 

Feedback was invited through an online survey, an interactive mapping tool, face-to-face meetings, 
online Zoom sessions and via the information sessions. 

Feedback was received from a wide range of community members, of these people, 74 submitted online 
surveys, 32 people attended the information sessions and 35 people placed 160 pins on the interactive 
mapping tool. Community Engagement findings were collated in an Engagement Report, which has 
directly informed the draft Master Plan. An overview of the community feedback is as follows: 

• Culture and history 

• Amenities and connections 

• Greening and shade 

• Sport and recreation 

• Children, young people and families 

• Improving safety. 

The full Engagement Report is attached to this report – refer Attachment 2. 

In addition to the above, a key initiative and a first for a Council project was the undertaking of a Walk on 
Country with Mr Paul Knight CEO, Illawarra Local Aboriginal Lands Council (ILALC) and Council staff. 
Mr Knight shared his knowledge and helped to explain the significance of the area and connection to 
Country for the local Aboriginal community. The connection to Hill 60, beach and foreshore and 
Coomaditchie was highlighted, as was the role of the area for gathering food and materials supporting 
life and culture. 

It is anticipated that the local Aboriginal community will play a key role in contributing to the detailed 
design and delivery of future upgraded and new facilities in the park as identified in the draft Master 
Plan. This will help residents and visitors gain a deeper understanding of local Aboriginal history and 
culture, ensuring it is a visible part of the built and natural environment. 

Moving forward, should Council resolve to support the public exhibition of the draft King George V 
Recreation Master Plan, additional community engagement is planned to run from 5 February to 
5 March 2021 seeking feedback on draft plans. The following means of promoting the draft Master Plan 
will involve: 

• Notices in the Illawarra Mercury 

• Mail out – all households/businesses within 400m of site 

• Our Wollongong: Join the Conversation - online survey, FAQ, key documents 

• Media release 

• Flyers/posters/feedback forms dropped off at local libraries 

• Social media 

• Opportunities for face to face consultations will be guided by Public Health Orders affecting the 
Wollongong LGA or Port Kembla. 

The findings of this second phase of community consultation will be used to refine the draft Master Plan 
and reported for Council’s future consideration. 
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 Goal 5 – “We have a healthy community 
in a liveable city”. It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2020-21 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

5.1.4 Urban areas are created to provide a 
healthy and safe living environment 
for our community 

5.1.4.1 Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Prepare a landscape masterplan for 
King George V Oval 

 5.1.4.1 Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Pursue actions outlined in the 2017-
2021 Sports Ground & Sporting 
Facilities Strategy 

 5.1.4.1 Provide an appropriate and 
sustainable range of quality 
passive and active open 
spaces and facilities 

Implement actions from the Port 
Kembla 2505 Revitalisation Strategy in 
accordance with the strategy 
implementation plan 

1.2.2 Government and community work 
together to mitigate the impacts of 
climate change on our environment 
and future generations 

1.2.2.1Our community is 
proactively engaged in a 
range of initiatives that 
improve the sustainability 
of our environment 

Deliver priority actions from the Urban 
Greening Strategy Implementation 
Plan 2017-21 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

The draft Master Plan has carefully considered the natural values of the site. All proposed initiatives 
utilise site topography, avoiding extensive cut and fill exercises and maintaining current landscape form. 

Existing bush regeneration areas will be maintained with targeted improvements to sightlines improving 
safety along key pedestrian paths. Where new infrastructure intersects with vegetation it is expected that 
integrated landscape outcomes are achieved enhancing both objectives. 

Planting of the steeper sections of the grassed park area with coastal native grasses has also been 
identified as a priority. This proposed transitional landscape assists in restoring vegetation of the hill area 
to a pre-European state, whilst also reducing maintenance requirements yet maintaining expansive 
views to the coast and surrounds. It is envisaged that Council will conduct pilots to determine plant 
suitability before proceeding to large scale deployment. A Vegetation Management Plan is required to 
assist in managing these works to ensure that these proposed plantings are protected, maintained and 
enhanced and integrate with other planned infrastructure. 

Finally, in accordance with Council’s long-term commitment to urban greening, increased natural shade 
across the site will be pursued over time. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The draft Master Plan envisages significant works that will provide new and upgraded recreational 
facilities along with additional supporting amenities. These works are designed to be delivered in a 
staged manner over time. 

Additional information including preliminary high-level cost estimates will be provided to Council in 
April−June 2021 following community feedback and development of a revised draft Master Plan and an 
accompanying Implementation Plan. It is anticipated that once adopted, the King George V Recreation 
Master Plan will help inform the forward capital delivery program requirements and external grant 
opportunities, including the Port Kembla Community Infrastructure Fund. 
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CONCLUSION 

The draft King George V Park Recreation Master Plan has been developed to stimulate community input 
to guide the future direction of the King George V precinct. The prepared draft Master Plan focuses on 
improving community access, engagement and usage of the park for locals and visitors. Key features of 
the draft Master Plan include an expanded play precinct, new sport facilities, improved hardcourt 
facilities, new path networks and a new skate facility. Endorsement of the draft King George V Park 
Recreation Master Plan for exhibition will allow community feedback and input, to assist in refining the 
Master Plan and ensuring its success. 
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