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ITEM 3 LEASE OF BELLAMBI SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
  
The Bellambi Surf Life Saving Club (SLSC) building is located on Crown land known as Bellambi Point 
Reserve (R88075) as described in Attachment 1. Bellambi SLSC Inc has a current licence agreement 
with Council for the Bellambi SLSC building which is due to expire on 28 February 2020. 

Pursuant to Clause 70(2)(c) of the Crown Land Management Regulation 2018, it is proposed that 
Council, as Crown Land Manager, grant Bellambi SLSC Inc a 21 year lease for it to continue to validly 
use and occupy the Bellambi SLSC building. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council grant a 21 year lease of Crown land known as the Bellambi Surf Life Saving Club building, 
on part Lot 7017 Crown DP 1057474, being part Bellambi Point Reserve (R88075), Morgan Place, 
Bellambi to Bellambi Surf Life Saving Club Inc on terms outlined in the draft lease – refer  
Attachment 2. 

2 Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to finalise and execute the lease and any 
supplementary documentation required to give effect to this resolution. 

3 Council grant authority for the use of the Common Seal on the lease and any other documentation, 
should it be required to give effect to this resolution. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation (Acting)  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Site Plan 
2  Draft Lease 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Bellambi SLSC was formed in January 1909 and as such it remains one of the oldest surf clubs in the 
Illawarra. The club faded out during World War I and did not become active again until the 1929-30 
season when it affiliated with the National Council (now known as Surf Life Saving Australia). 

The first surf club building at Bellambi was built in the 1930s and was affectionately known as “the Hut”. 
A new building was later built in the 1960s and the current surf club was officially opened in 1981. 

Volunteer lifesavers from the surf club patrol Bellambi Beach on Sundays and Public Holidays between 
mid-September and April. Patrols start at 10am and finish at 5pm during the season. Council lifeguards 
patrol the beach on weekdays and Saturdays between April and September. Bellambi SLSC also 
provides surf safety programs, junior activities and is a very family-oriented club with many community 
groups also utilising the surf club building. 

PROPOSAL 

It is proposed to grant a lease to Bellambi SLSC Inc for it to continue to validly occupy and use the 
Bellambi Surf Club building. 

As this tenure affects Crown land, appropriate Aboriginal Land Rights and Native Title considerations 
have been carried out. 

To assess the risk of a successful Aboriginal Land Rights claim, a Risk of Transfer Assessment was 
completed on 8 January 2020 and resulted in a low risk of transfer rating. 

Additionally, Council’s Native Title Officer has provided written advice dated 13 May 2019 concluding the 
proposed 21 year lease of Bellambi SLSC does not affect Native Title and its tenure is therefore valid. 
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Should the above Aboriginal interests result in an alternative outcome, appropriate Native Title and 
Aboriginal Land Rights clauses have been included in the draft lease to mitigate any loss or exposure to 
Council in this regard; refer Clause 19 in particular. 

Council’s Property Lawyer has prepared the proposed draft lease for a 21 year term adopting the surf 
club lease template negotiated and approved by Surf Life Saving NSW and Surf Life Saving Illawarra. It 
has been further advised that given an existing licence with Bellambi SLSC Inc was in effect prior to 
1 July 2018, Council is entitled to grant the proposed lease in accordance with Clause 70(2)(c) of the 
Crown Land Management Regulations 2018. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

• Bellambi SLSC Inc 

• Surf Life Saving NSW 

• Consultation has been undertaken with appropriate Council divisions. 

The surf club draft lease is based on the Crown Lands surf club lease template with amendments by 
Council’s Property Services Section with legal guidance from Council’s Legal Services. It has been the 
subject of rigorous consultation with various external parties including Surf Life Saving NSW and Crown 
Lands. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “Participation in recreational and 
lifestyle activities is increased.” 

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Service Plan 2019-20 “Provide 
statutory services to appropriately manage and maintain our public spaces.” 

The lease does permit the club to sublease part of the premises for a commercial operation, but any 
sublease is subject to Council’s consent and any proposed activity would have to follow Council’s usual 
development application and consent process. It is noted that in 2019 an agreement was reached with 
the club, that in lieu of works undertaken onsite, a contribution from the sub-letting of the kiosk would be 
made to Council pending the execution of a formal Commercial Agreement as required pursuant to the 
terms of the proposed lease. This arrangement will be formalised on completion of the Commercial 
Agreement. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council will be responsible for any structural maintenance and will also be responsible for the building 
insurance of the surf club building, these costs are already built into forward budgets. 

Bellambi SLSC will be responsible for all outgoings and for maintenance and renewal of the building as 
outlined in the Leased Buildings Maintenance Responsibility Schedule in the draft lease; refer 
Schedule 3 of lease. The club will also be responsible for obtaining $20M Public Liability Insurance. 

A rental of $705 (GST inclusive) per annum applies as per Council’s fees and charges for community 
and sporting groups for the 2020-21 financial year and the club will also pay $182 (GST inclusive) 
towards the cost of preparing the lease in accordance with Council policy. 

CONCLUSION 

The proposed lease will formalise the existing use and occupation of the Bellambi SLSC building. It 
outlines the ongoing maintenance responsibilities and outgoings of both parties for the 21 year term. It 
also clearly identifies that any potential commercial income Bellambi SLSC may generate that Council 
expects, in good faith, that the club will use that additional rental income to fund its obligations under the 
lease. 
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