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ITEM 8 POLICY REVIEW:  PAVED FOOTPATH CONSTRUCTION  
  

The Paved Footpath Construction Policy has been reviewed.  This report recommends endorsement of 
an updated Policy that reinforces the application of the Public Domain Technical Manual and reflects 
current supporting Policies. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

The revised draft Paved Footpath Construction Policy be adopted 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Peter Nunn, Manager Infrastructure Strategy and Planning (Acting)  
Authorised by: Mike  Dowd, Director Infrastructure and Works - Connectivity Assets and Liveable City 

(Acting)  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Paved Footpath Construction Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Paved Footpath Construction Policy was last endorsed by Council in December 2014.  The Policy 
has been reviewed and updated to bring it up to date with respect to: 

1 Reinforcing the need for Footpaths to be upgraded in accordance with Council’s Public Domain 
Technical Manual 

2 Ensuring damages that result from development works are rectified by the developer 

3 The need to align the Policy with the Civil Works Notification Policy 

PROPOSAL 

That the draft Paved Footpath Construction Policy be adopted. 

This policy supports the rolling out of Council’s Infrastructure Delivery Program. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The draft Policy has been the subject of internal consultation with affected Divisions as follows: 

 City Works and Services 

 Governance and Information 

 Development Assessment and Certification 

 Community, Cultural and Economic Development including City Centre Management 

 Project Delivery including Design and Technical Services 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 under the objective 4.4 Our Local Council has 
the trust of the Community Our under Community Goal “We are a connected and engaged community”.  
It specifically delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2012-2017 Annual Plan 2017-18 

Strategy 5 Year Action Annual Deliverables 

4.4.4 Policies are simplified to ensure 
transparency and efficiency 

4.4.4.1 Ensure Policies and Procedures 
are regularly reviewed, updated 
and promoted. 

Conduct rolling review of Council’s Policy 
Register. 
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RISK ASSESSMENT 

The application of conditions of consent involving the construction upgrade or replacement of footpaths 
by developers gives rise to two community based risks as follows: 

1 Conditions of consent are currently issued requiring the construction, upgrading or reconstruction of 
footpaths to levels supplied by Council.  The policy reinforces the requirement and responsibility for 
adjusting related infrastructure such as kerb & guttering, utility pits and road side furniture.  This 
arrangement prevents Council having to urgently undertake a design and construction project to 
significantly adjust kerbing, roads and utilities before the developer can undertake the required 
footpath works.  Adoption of the revised policy will continue to reduce this risk. 
 

2 Community dissatisfaction with damaged and/or isolated sections of footpath that do not increase 
pedestrian connectivity with consequent requests to Council to construct the resulting “missing link”.  
Adoption of the reviewed policy, maintains the requirement for developers to reasonably construct 
footpath to the nearest point of the pathway network, public transport point or shopping precinct to 
decrease this risk.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The reviewed Policy does not have direct financial implications; however application of the Policy for the 
development consent process may impact on capital programs and budgets should developers seek to 
construct or replace footpaths out of sequence with Council’s program. 

The Policy seeks to reduce this potential implication by clarifying the responsibility flow on infrastructure 
adjustments to be undertaken as a part of the required footpath works. 

CONCLUSION 

The revised Paved Footpath Construction Policy allows Council to articulate a policy establishing the 
roles and responsibilities for the appropriate and equitable replacement, repair, upgrade and 
construction of footpath assets to improve pedestrian connectivity across the City. 
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