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ITEM 5 EXHIBITION OF DRAFT CITY OF WOLLONGONG PEDESTRIAN PLAN 2017-21 
  
The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 has been developed to address a range of 
factors that currently deter walking in the city and assist Council to fulfil the community’s aspiration for 
sustainable, affordable and accessible transport. 

The draft Plan has been prepared with significant input from Council’s Active Transport Reference Group 
at multiple points throughout the course of its development.  Community views on walking obtained via 
engagement on a range of Council projects were also considered in developing the draft Plan.  

This report seeks endorsement for the draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 to be placed 
on public exhibition. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 be placed on public exhibition for a period 
of six weeks. 

2 Following the public exhibition period, a final draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 be 
presented to Council for adoption. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Mike  Dowd, Manager Infrastructure Strategy and Planning  
Authorised by: Greg Doyle, Director Infrastructure and Works   

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

Walking is the cheapest, most equitable and sustainable form of transport. The positive benefits of 
walking are well documented and include: 

 Improved public health 

 Passive surveillance creating safer streets 

 Community cohesion 

 Personal independence and resilience  

 Reduced road congestion 

 Fewer carbon emissions 

Despite walking’s numerous health, social, economic and environmental benefits, travel and movement 
data has shown that over the past decade, walking rates to schools and work places in the Wollongong 
Local Government Area have been in decline whilst private car use has increased. 

Community Aspiration for Active Transport 

One of the six community goals in the Wollongong 2020 Community Strategic Plan is that “We have 
sustainable, affordable and accessible transport”.  One of the identified strategies to achieve this goal is 
that “Interconnected and accessible cycleways and footpaths are planned and delivered”.  The plan 
identifies an Annual Deliverable to support this strategy to “implement footpath and cycleway 
improvement programs and the development of city wide pedestrian plan”. 

The Delivering Wollongong 2022 A Summary Document includes the following Councillors’ aspiration for 
walkability/connectivity in the city: 
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“improve the connectivity of the Local Government Area (LGA) through the upgrade of our network 
of footpaths and cycleways. …this focus on our path and cycle network will ensure that necessary 
works are carried out to achieve an accessible and connected city” 

International Best Practice Principles 

In September 2014, Council became a signatory to The International Charter for Walking that was 
developed over a number of years at the International Walk21 Conference.  The Charter includes the 
following strategic principles for walking: 

1. Increased inclusive mobility  

2. Well-designed and managed spaces and places for people  

3. Improved integration of networks  

4. Supportive land-use and spatial planning  

5. Reduced road danger  

6. Less crime and fear of crime  

7. More supportive authorities  

8. A culture of walking 

Development of the draft Plan 

In order to determine the state of walking across the city, information was gathered on the following - 

 The number and proportion of walking trips compared to other modes of transport 

 Areas of high levels of walking 

 Road crashes involving pedestrians 

 The magnitude and condition of the pedestrian infrastructure network footpaths and shared 
pathways 

 The public transport network  

 The community’s views and attitudes  

Based on best practice principles, the Draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan sets out Council’s vision 
for walking recommends a range of strategies that address issues revealed in the above information, 
developed in consultation with internal stakeholders and the Active Transport Reference Group. 

The proposed Vision Statements are - 

 Walking is the preferred means of transport for short trips in the city and adjoins a public 
transport trip for longer journeys.  

 The walking network is accessible to all and is a safe, quick and pleasurable way to move to and 
through centres and other popular destinations in the city.  

 High quality walking information including wayfinding and trip planning is readily available to the 
travelling public.  

 The wide-ranging benefits of walking are recognised and valued in the community. 

The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan is built around the five goals set out below aimed to help 
Council to achieve its vision for walking across the local government area and address a number of 
factors that deter walking as a key mode of transport.  The objectives that underpin each goal are 
supported by specific strategies. 
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 Goal 1 – Encourage Walking 

Objective 1.1 More children walking safely to school 

Objective 1.2 More walking in everyday life 

Objective 1.3 Information that supports walking is readily available 

Objective 1.4 Initiatives that encourage walking are supported 

 Goal 2 – Create Pedestrian Friendly Places 

Objective 2.1 Pedestrian activity centres have high quality walking environments 

Objective 2.2 Pedestrian infrastructure is accessible 

 Goal 3 – Make Walking Safe 

Objective 3.1 Pedestrian crossing opportunities are improved 

Objective 3.2 Conflicts between pedestrians and other road users are reduced 

Objective 3.3 Pedestrians feel safe in the city 

 Goal 4 – Make Walking Easy and Convenient 

Objective 4.1 Walking is well integrated with other transport modes 

Objective 4.2 Wayfinding is available in areas of pedestrian activity 

Objective 4.3 Walkability in the city is increased 

 Goal 5 – Work Effectively to Implement the Pedestrian Plan 

Objective 5.1 Good data is used to inform decision marking and monitoring 

Objective 5.2 Pedestrian Infrastructure Capital projects contribute to Pedestrian Plan Objectives 

Objective 5.3 Work with the NSW Government to facilitate delivery of Pedestrian Plan and 
complimentary programs 

The Draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan works in association with other Council supporting 
documents to collectively set Council’s direction for developing delivery programs to improve the walking 
environment at a city-wide scale and for specific locations and precincts. These include – 

At a City-wide scale – 

 Transport Asset Management Plan 

 City of Wollongong Bike Plan 

 Disability Inclusion & Access Plan 

At a local / precinct scale – 

 Town & Village Plans 

 Access & Movement Strategies (eg: City Centre) 

 Local Area Traffic Management Plans (LATMs) 

 Pedestrian Access & Mobility Plans (PAMPs) 

Implementation of the Pedestrian Plan will strengthen Council’s role in fulfilling the community’s 
aspiration for sustainable, affordable and accessible transport. 
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PROPOSAL 

It is proposed that Council endorse the draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 to be placed 
on public exhibition for a period of 6 weeks.  Following community feedback, a final draft City of 
Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 incorporating public comments, will be reported to Council for 
adoption. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Community views on walking obtained via engagement on a range of Council supporting documents and 
projects were considered in developing the draft Plan. These include; a City for People, the City of 
Wollongong Bike Plan, the Disability Inclusion Action Plan, Town Centre Masterplans for Warrawong, 
Unanderra and Figtree as well as the biannual Community Survey. 

The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 has been prepared with significant input from 
Council’s Active Transport Reference Group at multiple points throughout the course of its development. 
The group’s key priority is to “ensure Council policies and strategies encourage the use of active 
transport methods” and comprises three Councillors, community members that represent bicycle and 
pedestrian user needs and one Council officer from the Infrastructure Strategy & Planning Division. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal ““We have sustainable, affordable and 
accessible transport”.  ”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2012-2017 Annual Plan 2017-18 

Strategy 5 Year Action Annual Deliverables 

6.1.3 Interconnected and accessible 
cycleways and footpaths are 
planned and delivered 

6.1.3.1 Improve the connectivity of the 
local government area through 
the upgrade in our network of 
footpaths and cycleways 

Implement footpath and cycleway 
improvement programs and the 
development of city wide pedestrian 
plan 

Ecological Sustainability 

Council’s vision for walking and its supporting goals, objectives and strategies provided in the draft City 
of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 aims to increase participation in all forms of walking.  Less 
use of motor vehicles resulting from a greater take up in walking, for commuting trips and short distance 
trips in particular, will reduce carbon emissions and noise pollution. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Costs associated with the public exhibition of the draft Plan will be funded from an existing operational 
budget allocation.   

Funding for implementation programs associated with the various strategies listed in the plan will be 
allocated on a priority basis through the annual planning and capital budget process. Many programs are 
eligible for funding under various NSW Government and Australian Government grant programs. 

CONCLUSION 

The draft City of Wollongong Pedestrian Plan 2017-2021 includes a series of strategies involving  
walking safety, accessibility, convenience, education, promotion and implementation that will not only 
address an array of existing factors that discourage walking but will significantly contribute to the 
Wollongong 2022 – Community Strategic Plan goal for sustainable, affordable and accessible transport.  
The public exhibition of the draft Plan is required to generate valuable input from the community that will 
be incorporated into the final draft plan and reported to Council for adoption. 
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