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ITEM 10 
POLICY REVIEW - CODES OF CONDUCT AND PROCEDURES FOR ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE CODES OF CONDUCT 

In August 2020 the Office of Local Government issued a revised Model Code of Conduct and 
Procedures for the Administration of the Model Code of Conduct for Local Government in NSW.  

This report presents revised Codes of Conduct and Procedures for their administration for adoption by 
Council.  

RECOMMENDATION 

Council adopt the revised - 

1 Code of Conduct for Councillors 

2 Code of Conduct for Staff 

3 Code of Conduct for Council Committee Members, Delegates of Council and Council Advisors, and 

4 Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Todd Hopwood, Manager Governance and Customer Service 
Authorised by: Renee Campbell, Director Corporate Services - Connected + Engaged City 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 
2 
3 

4 

Draft Code of Conduct for Councillors 
Draft Code of Conduct for Staff 
Draft Code of Conduct for Council Committee Members, Delegates of Council and Council 
Advisors 
Draft Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct 

BACKGROUND 

The Office of Local Government released an updated Model Code of Conduct and Procedures for the 
Administration of the Code of Conduct in August 2020 which took immediate effect. Councils are 
required to adopt Codes of Conduct consistent with the Model as soon as possible. 

PROPOSAL 

Amendments to the Model Code of Conduct  
The Model Code of Conduct has been amended to: 

• remove as a breach, failure to comply with a council resolution requiring action in relation to a
code of conduct breach (because it is now redundant)

• update the language used to describe the various heads of discrimination in clause 3.6 to reflect
more contemporary standards

• include in the definition of council committee and council committee members, members of audit,
risk and improvement committees (ARICs)

• clarify that items with a value of $10 or less are not “gifts or benefits” for the purposes of the
Code of Conduct and do not need to be disclosed

• clarify that benefits provided by the Council to an employee or Councillor are not “gifts or
benefits” for the purposes of the Code of Conduct and do not need to be disclosed

Additional changes proposed to the WCC Code of Conduct  
Council must adopt the provisions of the Model Code, however, is entitled to add additional provisions if 
they are not inconsistent with the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct.  An additional section has 
been placed in the versions of the Council Code of Conduct in relation to Child Protection.  These new 
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provisions outline requirement on all council officials in relation to the protection of children and reporting 
allegations of suspected child abuse.  These provisions are consistent with recommendations arising 
from the Royal Commission into Institutional Response to Child Abuse. 

Amendments to the Procedures  
The Procedures for the Administration of the Code of Conduct have been amended following the 
outcome of a Supreme Court decision in the matter of Cornish v Secretary, Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment [2019] NSWSC 1134. 

In Cornish, the Supreme Court held that a council resolution that subjected a councillor to disciplinary 
measures (being the suspension of remuneration for a period of 3 months) was invalid as it was not 
authorised by the LG Act under which a council’s disciplinary powers for councillor misconduct are 
limited to the power of censure (see section 440G of the LG Act). 

The main changes to the Procedures are as follows: 

• Limiting the sanctions available to be imposed by the elected council to formally censuring 
councillors for breaches. 

• When censuring councillors, councils are required to specify in their resolution the grounds on which 
the councillor is being censured by disclosing the investigator’s findings. 

• Councillors can avoid formal censure for minor offences by making voluntary undertakings including 
apologising and attending training, mediation and counselling, which is aimed at ensuring resources 
are directed to more serious breaches. 

The revised Codes of Conduct attached to this report are based on the current Model Code of Conduct 
published by the Office of Local Government. The review includes additional provisions to strengthen the 
Codes and to provide clarity for all Council officials in relation to their conduct obligations. These 
additional policy provisions are discussed above. It is appropriate at this time to submit the attached 
policy revisions, aligned to the existing Model Code, for adoption. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

The majority of changes to the revised Codes of Conduct and Procedures are mandatory changes 
required following the release of the updated Model Code of Conduct.  The only additional new content 
are provisions in relation to the protection of children and reporting allegations of suspected child abuse 
which are consistent with recommendations arising from the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Response to Child Abuse. Accordingly it is not proposed to place the revised Codes and Procedures on 
public exhibition. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We are a connected and engaged 
community”.  It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Governance and 
Customer Service Plan 2020-21. 

CONCLUSION 

The proposed Codes of Conduct and Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct 
attached to this report are based upon the Model Code of Conduct and Procedures published by the 
Office of Local Government and are appropriate for adoption.  
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