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ITEM 9 POLICY REVIEW: SCHOOL USE OF COUNCIL SWIMMING POOLS

The School Use of Council Swimming Pools Policy has now been reviewed as part of Council’s rolling
review schedule of its policies, with only minor amendments to ensure the policy is consistent with
recommendations from the NSW Government and Council’s “Risk Management Approach to Water
Safety”.

RECOMMENDATION

The revised School Use of Council Swimming Pools Policy be adopted.

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS

Report of: Peter Coyte, Manager Property and Recreation

Authorised by:  Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Engaged City (Acting)
ATTACHMENTS

1 Draft School Use of Council Swimming Pools Policy

BACKGROUND

The School Use of Council Swimming Pools Council Policy is due for review by March 2018. This policy
was first adopted in September 1987 and last reviewed in December 2014. The policy states the
provisions for schools utilising Council pools in order to minimise any inconvenience to members of the
public arising and in accordance with the expectations of the community.

It is recommended this policy be amended to include Council’s ‘Risk Management Approach to Water
Safety” in accordance with requirements of the NSW Government's Water Safety Practice Note 15
(October 2017).

PROPOSAL

Council adopt the amended School Use of Council Swimming Pools Policy.

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION

Council officers within the Property and Recreation and Community Cultural and Economic Development
Division have been consulted.

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We are a healthy community in a
liveable”. It specifically delivers on the following:

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2012-2017 Annual Plan 2017-18
Strategy 5 Year Action Annual Deliverables

5.5.2 A variety of quality public spaces and 5.5.2.1 Use data to access the current Implement the key recommendations of the
opportunities for sport, leisure, community infrastructure available,  Strategic Plan for Council's swimming pools in
recreation, learning and cultural community demand and developa  accordance with Council’s capital program.
activities in the community. strategic framework and policies to

either rationalise, enhance or
expand to meet hanging
community needs.

CONCLUSION

The School Use of Council Swimming Pools Policy reinforces Council’'s commitment to providing the
maximum benefit to schools through use of Council’'s swimming pools.
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ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: [TO BE GOMPLETED BY GORP SUPPORT)
BACKGROUND

Council maintains various public swimming pools which it makes available to schools for swimming carnivals by
excluding public access on those occasions.

In order to minimise any inconvenience to members of the public arising from the use of the pools by schools, it is
necessary for schools to undertake their use of Council’'s poaols in accordance with the expectations of the
community.

OBJECTIVE

To maximise the benefits to schools through the use of Council's swimming pools.

POLICY STATEMENT

Council will make its swimming pools available for use by:schools in accordance with the provisions of this Palicy.

POLICY REVIEW AND VARIATION

1 Council is to have opportunity to review and adopt, at least once during its Term, each Council policy.

2 A resolution of Council is required to adopt any variations to this policy, with the exception of minor
administrative changes, such as updates to legislative references, which may be endorsed by the Executive
Management Committee (EMC). Endorsement of administrative changes made to this policy by EMC does not
alter the requirement for it to be reviewed and adopted by each Term of Council.

Adopted by Council: [Date] Page |1 Document No: Z17/496801
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SCHOOL USE OF COUNCIL SWIMMING POOLS COUNCIL POLICY

STATEMENT OF PROCEDURES

BOOKINGS

1  Bookings will be accepted for Swimming Carnivals, Learn to Swim or Intensive Lifesaving and weekly
swimming between the hours of 8:30am and 3.30pm on weekdays only. Carnivals outside these hours will be
charged a fee accordingly.

2 Carnivals to have precedence over regular and casual bookings. Carnivals only during first term.

3 Only one (1) carnival permitted per school per season.

4 Wherever possible, accurate numbers should be given to aid the scheduling of the timetable.

5  Individual School Learn to Swim and Intensive Lifesaving to be held only in first and fourth term and in school
hours.

6  All school bookings shall not have exclusive use of the Pool Complex.

7 All pupils must leave the Pool Complex at the end of booked period.

ENTRY TO THE POOL

1  Teachers to assemble pupils outside the main entrance to the Swimming Pool.
2  Teachers to accompany pupils and ensure they enter the main entrance in an orderly manner.

SUPERVISION

Each school should provide sufficient staff to supervise its pupils.
Teachers are required to supervise the entrance.

Teachers are requiredto supervise pupils in the change rooms.

oW N =

Teachers are also required to familiarise themselves with the pool rules and wherever possible, enforce these
rules.

No balls or ball games are allowed except when booked as a ball game.
An area-must always be made available to the general public.
No valuables to be left in change rooms.
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The area must be left in'a clean and tidy condition at the end of the booked period.

SCHOOL CARNIVALS

1 Individual primary school carnivals to be restricted to half day; however schools with a minimum enrolment of
800 pupils be eligible to hold an all-day carnival.

High schools are eligible to hold an all-day carnival.

Primary school Zone Carnivals are eligible to hold all-day camivals.

A maximum of eighteen (18) school carnivals be permitted at any specific pool in the one season.

Specific major events shall have priority, eg Zone Championships.

All-day carnivals to continue through lunch break.
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No non-competitive swimming.

Adopted by Council: [Date] Page |2 Document No: Z17/496801
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SCHOOL USE OF COUNCIL SWIMMING POOLS COUNCIL POLICY

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM

1 The Pool Public Address System will be made available for school carnivals.
2  Please make only necessary announcements.
3 No barracking over the Public Address System.

FEES AND CHARGES

1  Schools will be charged fees for the use of swimming pools, determined on an annual basis and included in
Council’'s Schedule of Annual Fees and Charges.

RISK MANAGEMENT

In accordance with the requirements of the NSW Government's Water Safety Practice Note 15 (October 2017),
Council deploys a ‘Risk Management Approach to Water Safety’. The Water Safety Practice note provides a
detailed framework to guide Council in managing risk at its pools. The approach categorises each of our pool
facilities to inform our personnel requirements, safety equipment and signage required to minimise risk to patrons.
The risk based categorisation approach considers facility size, configuration, usage, incidents and the profile of
users eg age and swimming ability.

Adopted by Council: [Date] Page |3 Document No: Z17/496801
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SCHOOL USE OF COUNCIL SWIMMING POOLS

SUMMARY SHEET
Responsible Division Property and Recreation
Date adopted by Council [To be inserted by Corporate Governance]
Date of previous adoptions 16 December 2014, 6 November 2002, 21 September 1987
Date of next review [List date - Not more than 4 years from adoption]

Legislative or other requirement for review DELETE [List review timeframe and Act, policy or review requirement]
THIS WHOLE ROW IF NOT APPLICABLE

Responsible Manager [Position title only - Line Manager or above]

Authorised by Manager Property and Recreation

Adopted by Council: [Date] Page |4 Document No: Z17/496801





