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ITEM 2 POST EXHIBITION - WOLLONGONG DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2009 CHAPTER 
C1 - ADVERTISING SIGNAGE AND STRUCTURES 

  
Recent development activity has prompted the proposed inclusion of a section, in the Wollongong 
Development Control Plan 2009, requiring certain advertising signs to pay a ‘public benefit’ contribution 
to Council. On 21 February 2022 Council resolved to exhibit the revised draft Chapter C1: Advertising 
Signage and Structures containing the additional requirement. 
The draft document was exhibited from 30 March to 29 April 2022. Council received four submissions as 
a result of the exhibition process. This report summarises issues raised in those submissions. 
It is recommended that Council adopt the amended Chapter C1: Advertising Signage and Structures. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter C1: Advertising Signage and Structures be 
adopted and a notice be placed on Council’s website advising of its adoption. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 
Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 
1  DCP Chapter C1: Advertising Signage and Structures 
  
 

BACKGROUND 
The Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 (DCP) came into force on 3 March 2010 and includes 
Chapter C1: Advertising Signage and Structures. 
This Chapter of the DCP outlines Council’s requirements for advertising signage and structures and 
should be read in conjunction with the provisions of Chapter 3 Advertising and Signage of the State 
Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) (Industry and Employment) 2021, and the Transport Corridor 
Outdoor Advertising and Signage Guidelines.   
As a consequence of recent Planning Reforms, on 1 March 2022 SEPP No. 64 – Advertising and 
Signage was incorporated into the SEPP (Industry and Employment) 2021.  The references to the SEPP 
in the draft DCP chapter have been updated following the exhibition period. 
In 2021, a Development Application was lodged with Council to replace an existing advertising structure 
with a digital screen. Under SEPP No. 64 and now SEPP (Industry and Employment) 2021, a public 
benefit test is required for a proposal, such as the above, if -  

• The display of the advertisement is by or on behalf of Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW), 
Sydney Trains and NSW Trains. 

• The advertisement is to be displayed along a tollway. 

• The advertisement is to be displayed on a bridge. 

• The advertisement requires TfNSW concurrence under SEPP (Industry and Employment). 
The proponent must outline in the Statement of Environmental Effects accompanying the Development 
Application what arrangements they will make to provide an appropriate public benefit. This must be 
considered, negotiated and agreed upon between Council and the applicant. 
Any money collected to fund public benefit works is undertaken in partnership with TfNSW. These funds 
are to be placed in a restricted account and will only be expended on projects that meet the 
requirements outlined in the Transport Corridor Outdoor Advertising and Signage Guidelines set by the 
Department of Planning and Environment. Both Council and TfNSW will be required to identify and 
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prioritise projects in the LGA that require investment in transport safety, public transport or amenity 
improvements that are in addition to the core activities and services provided by Council. This can be 
facilitated as part of ordinary council process via the Traffic Committee with TfNSW concurrence. 
The current DCP chapter does not outline a requirement, procedure or methodology for the collection 
and allocation of funds.  An endorsed and publicly available methodology is considered appropriate. 
Council does not receive a high volume of these types of applications, with only one application having 
been received in recent years. The proposed inclusion and setting of monetary benefit amounts seek to 
improve clarity and provide a policy benchmark for any future applications should they be received. 
On 21 February 2022 Council considered a report on the draft Chapter and resolved that - 
1 The Draft Wollongong Development Control Plan 2009 Chapter C1 Advertising and Signage be 

exhibited for a minimum period of 28 days, with the removal of point 8.8 - “Advertising signs must be 
displayed in English Language.”  

2 Following the exhibition period, a report outlining the submissions received from the public exhibition 
process with recommendations regarding progression of the draft DCP amendments be prepared 
for Council’s consideration. 

In accordance with the resolution, point 8.8 was removed from the draft DCP chapter prior to exhibition. 

PROPOSAL 
The draft Chapter was exhibited from 30 March to 29 April 2022. Council received four submissions. 
The main themes raised in the submissions and the staff response to the matters are detailed in the 
Consultation and Communication section of this report. 
The submissions received are generally in support of the revised draft Chapter. 
Updates to the draft DCP chapter were made to reflect the introduction of the SEPP (Industry and 
Employment) 2021 with all references to sections, schedules and clauses updated accordingly. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Following Council’s resolution, notice was given in the Illawarra Mercury of the exhibition of the draft 
DCP chapter. The exhibition was made available through Council’s engagement website, and hard 
copies at Council’s Libraries and Administration Building. Email notification was sent to the 
Neighbourhood Forums and key stakeholder groups. 
The exhibition webpage was viewed 31 times and the draft document was downloaded four times. Four 
submissions were received as detailed below: 

No. Submission Summary Response 
1 Neighbourhood Forum 5 Support changes to the DCP. Noted. 

2 Endeavour Energy Issue with many site plans for 
development applications that 
come through contain insufficient 
detail to enable a proper 
assessment. 

Noted. Concerns forwarded to 
appropriate Council division 
as it is beyond the scope of 
this DCP. 

3 Rural Fire Service No concerns. Noted. 

4 The National Trust of 
Australia (NSW) 

No concerns with proposed 
changes. 
The term ‘open spaces’ could be 
clarified to ensure it includes parks 
and gardens. 

Reference to ‘open spaces’ 
has been clarified at Section 
7,1(l)(iv). 
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PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 
This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goal “We value and protect our 
environment”.  It specifically delivers on the following:  

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2022 Operational Plan 2021-22 

Strategy 4 Year Action Operational Plan Actions 

1.3.1 Manage land uses to strengthen 
urban areas and improve connectivity 
to train stations and key transport 
routes. 

1.3.1.1 Impacts from development 
on the environment are 
assessed monitored and 
mitigated. 

Access new development and planning 
proposals for environmental impacts 

RISK MANAGEMENT 
The addition to the DCP chapter will provide more clarity to Council, industry and the community 
regarding public benefit that would be acceptable to Council when certain advertising signage is 
proposed. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The amended DCP Chapter provides clarity to Council. Any monetary funds collected will need to be 
spent in accordance with the SEPP and Guidelines, that is with concurrence of TfNSW. This potentially 
provides for an additional funding source for items in Council’s Capital Works Plan. 

CONCLUSION 
The draft Wollongong DCP Chapter C1: Advertising Signage and Structures has been reviewed. The 
draft Chapter has been formerly exhibited, with amendments made to the Chapter after exhibition as 
detailed in the report and highlighted in Attachment 1. 
It is recommended that Wollongong DCP Chapter C1: Advertising Signage and Structures be adopted, 
and a notice be placed on Council’s website advising of the adoption. 
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