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ITEM 3 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION - DRAFT REVISED ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING 
INFRASTRUCTURE ON COUNCIL LAND POLICY 

  
On 7 December 2020, Council adopted the Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy. 
This Policy was developed to support emissions reduction in the transport sector by facilitating an 
increase in the availability of Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (EVCI). The Policy sets out a range 
of principles to guide both Council and third-party providers for the establishment, operation, 
management and removal of EVCI in our local government area.  

The Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy (Policy) has been revised to provide 
greater clarity and improve the process for establishing EVCI on Council land. The revised Policy 
focuses on the facilitation of EVCI installations through a public procurement process on suitable sites 
determined by Council. It includes revisions to the EVCI provider selection process, site selection 
criteria, design requirements and roles and responsibilities.  

This report recommends that the draft revised Policy be placed on public exhibition and a report be 
provided back to Council on the outcomes of this process.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 The draft revised Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure on Council Land Policy be placed on 
public exhibition for a minimum 28-day period. 

2 Following the exhibition period, a further report be provided to Council outlining the submissions 
received and recommendations for any post exhibition amendments for adoption. 

 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy  
Authorised by: Linda Davis, Director Planning + Environment - Future City + Neighbourhoods  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft Revised Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure on Council Land Policy 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

On 7 December 2020, Council adopted the Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Policy to 
deliver on Action T3 from the Climate Change Mitigation Plan 2020-2022: 

Develop and adopt an Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on Public Land Council Policy, 
addressing public access and range anxiety 

The Policy was developed to support an increase in the availability of charging stations and facilitate the 
uptake of electric vehicles (EV), which is expected to increase dramatically in coming years. 

The Policy provides guidance around EVCI provider selection, site selection, approval and design 
requirements and responsibilities in terms of installation, operation and maintenance.  

In accordance with Council’s governance processes, the Policy is due to be reviewed.  

PROPOSAL 

Amendments to the Policy are proposed to reflect current organisation and other government policy and 
improvements to process. The draft revised Policy is provided in Attachment 1.  

An overview of the proposed amendments is provided as follows -  

 Title change: the term ‘charging stations’ replaced with ‘charging infrastructure’, to align with the 
NSW Government’s NSW Electric Vehicle Strategy. 
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 Title change: the term ‘public land’ replaced with ‘Council land’ and a definition of Council land 
included. This clarifies the Policy intent and applicable category of land. 

 Additional Policy objectives added in to align with the NSW Government’s NSW Electric Vehicle 
Strategy. 

 Updated Objectives section to align with the recently adopted Our Wollongong 2032 - Community 
Strategic Plan. 

 Inclusion of Sustainable Development Goals and alignment to Sustainable Wollongong 2030 
Strategy and the Climate Change Mitigation Plan 2020-2022. 

 ‘Public Procurement Process’ section renamed and reworded to provide clarity around ‘EVCI 
Provider Selection’ process and criteria. 

 ‘Site Selection Criteria and Design Requirements’ section separated into two distinct sub-sections in 
recognition of their unique considerations. 

 Site pre-selection process by Council outlined and relevant site selection criteria identified. 

 Design requirements clarified and enhanced including signage requirements. 

 Reference to the types of chargers preferred by Council updated to be consistent with the NSW 
Government’s NSW Electric Vehicle Strategy. 

 Council and Provider roles updated to reflect site pre-selection and access to operational data. 

 ‘Reporting’ section updated to refer to lease / licence agreement. 

 Inclusion of ‘Related Strategies, Policies and Procedures’ section. 

 General tidying up of wording throughout the Policy. 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

In 2020, the original Policy underwent public exhibition, with 16 submissions received. In undertaking the 
policy review, internal consultation has been conducted with the following teams of Council - 

 City Strategy. 

 Infrastructure Strategy and Planning. 

 Property and Recreation. 

 Governance and Customer Service . 

 Legal Services. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2032.  It specifically delivers on the following – 

Community Strategic Plan 2032 
Delivery Program 2022-2026 

And Operational Plan 2022-2023 

Goal Action 

1 We value and protect our environment 1.3  Increase our resilience to natural disasters and a changing 
climate to protect life, property and the environment 

1.4  Work together to achieve net zero carbon emissions and 
reduce waste 

2 We have an innovative and sustainable economy 2.5  Work with partners to facilitate sustainable and green 
industries 

2.7  Promote the Wollongong Local Government Area as an 
event, conference, and visitor destination 
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Community Strategic Plan 2032 
Delivery Program 2022-2026 

And Operational Plan 2022-2023 

Goal Action 

6 We have affordable and accessible transport 6.1  Plan for the delivery of multi-modal public transport 
together with sustainable transport modes such as the 
Gong Shittle, walking and cycling to meet the community’s 
needs 

6.3  Effective and integrated regional transport with a focus on 
road, bus, rail and freight movement (including the port of 
Port Kembla) 

6.5  Advocate for strong transport links within the LGA and 
connections to Sydney, and the Southern Highlands to 
provide physical and economic opportunities 

The Policy also supports Council’s Climate Emergency Declaration and our work towards achieving our 
emissions reduction targets, as mentioned above, it specifically delivers on Action T3 of the Climate 
Change Mitigation Plan 2020-2022. 

Ecological Sustainability 

The Policy aims to facilitate a greater uptake of EVs in the Wollongong LGA. The shift to sustainable 
transport alternatives such as EVs provides several environmental, social, economic and health benefits 
over traditional Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) vehicles. EVs generally are more affordable to operate 
and maintain, are more environmentally friendly due to lower emissions and reduced air pollution and 
provide longer-term fuel security compared to ICE vehicles. 

It delivers on the following aspect of the Sustainable Wollongong 2030: A Climate Healthy City Strategy: 

Priority Area 3 - A low emissions city 

Goal - We will achieve net zero emissions by 2030 for Council operations, and together we will achieve 
net zero emissions by 2050 for the city. 

The Policy also supports the achievement of the following United Nations Sustainable Development  
Goals - 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Under the current and draft revised Policy, the cost of installation, operation, maintenance and 
decommissioning of EVCI is borne by the third-party provider. Administration of the procurement 
process, site selection, preparation and execution of any lease / licence with incur a cost in terms of 
Council resources. These costs will largely be absorbed under the adopted Operational Plan.  

CONCLUSION 

The draft revised Policy aims to increase the availability of charging infrastructure and facilitate the 
uptake of EVs by providing guidance around the installation of EVCI on Council lands.  

The Policy has been reviewed and updates are proposed to reflect current organisation, and other 
government, policy and improvements to process. 

It is recommended that the draft revised Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure on Council Land Policy 
be placed on public exhibition and the outcomes of this process be reported back to Council.  
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