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ITEM 9 
POLICY REVIEWS: CODES OF CONDUCT, AND PROCEDURES FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE CODES OF CONDUCT 

  

In November 2015 the Office of Local Government issued a revised Model Code of Conduct and 
Procedures for the Administration of the Model Code of Conduct for Local Government in NSW.  

The Local Government Act 1993 requires every Council to review and adopt a Code of Conduct that at 
least incorporates the provisions of the published Model Code, within 12 months of each ordinary 
election. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

Council adopt the – 

1 Code of Conduct for Councillors. 

2 Code of Conduct for Staff. 

3 Codes of Conduct for Delegate of Council and Members of Council Committees. 

4 Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct. 
 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Clare  Phelan, Manager Governance and Information (Acting)  
Authorised by: David Farmer, General Manager  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Draft revised Code of Conduct for Councillors 
2  Draft revised Code of Conduct for Staff 
3  Draft revised Code of Conduct for Delegates of Council and Members of Council Committees 
4  Draft Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct 
  
 

BACKGROUND 

The Local Government Act 1993 requires councils to review and adopt its Codes of Conduct within  
12 months of an ordinary election, making any adjustments it considers appropriate.  

Wollongong City Council has operated with three Codes of Conduct since 2008.   

The Codes of Conduct (one for staff, one for councillors and one for other council officials) were adopted 
by Council in order to assist and provide clarity for all Council officials in relation to their obligations 
under their respective Code.  

PROPOSAL 

The revised Codes of Conduct presented to Council in this report are based on the current Model Code 
of Conduct published by the Office of Local Government. The review includes additional provisions to 
strengthen the Codes and to provide clarity for all Council officials in relation to their conduct obligations.  
These additional policy provisions are identified within the Codes.  

The Office of Local Government has also recently released a revised draft Model Code of Conduct for 
consultation purposes. This consultation document is the subject of a separate report to Council, 
focussed on a submission to the proposed Model Code of Conduct. It is unclear when a new Model 
Code of Conduct will be finalised, although it is reasonable to anticipate its release could be several 
months away. It is appropriate at this time to submit the attached policy revisions, aligned to the existing 
Model Code, for adoption. 
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CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Professional Conduct Coordinator 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Wollongong 2022 goal “We are a connected and engaged 
community”. 

It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Governance and Information Service 
Plan 2017-2018.   

CONCLUSION 

The proposed Codes of Conduct and Procedures for the Administration of the Codes of Conduct 
attached to this report are based upon the Model Code of Conduct and Procedures published by the 
Office of Local Government. 
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