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ITEM 1 WEST DAPTO VISION IMPLEMENTATION:  PLANNING CONTROLS REVIEW 

The West Dapto Vision 2018 was endorsed by Council at its meeting of 10 December 2018. 

The Vision sets the framework for a review of those provisions in Wollongong Development Control Plan 
2009 (DCP) relevant to the urban release area and subdivisions in general. 

The review has resulted in proposed amendments to Chapter D16 West Dapto Release Area and 
Chapter B2 Residential Subdivision. It is also proposed to introduce the draft West Dapto Open Space 
Design Manual and draft West Dapto Open Space Technical Manual. This report recommends Council 
endorse these documents for public exhibition. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council endorse the draft DCP Chapter D16: West Dapto Urban Release Area, draft DCP Chapter 
B2: Residential Subdivisions, draft Open Space Design Manual and draft Open Space Design 
Technical Manual for public exhibition for a minimum 28 days.  

2 A further report outlining the submissions received from the public exhibition process with 
recommendations regarding progression of the draft DCP amendments be prepared for Council’s 
consideration. 

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Chris Stewart, Manager City Strategy 
Authorised by: Mark Riordan, Director Planning and Environment - Future City and Neighbourhoods 

(Acting) 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Draft Chapter D16: West Dapto Release Area 
2 Draft Chapter B2: Residential Subdivision 
3 Draft West Dapto Open Space Design Manual 
4 Draft West Dapto Open Space Technical Manual 

BACKGROUND 

West Dapto is the Illawarra region’s largest urban release area with a development timeframe of 
50 years. A framework of planning controls is in place to guide development across the urban release 
area. 

In December 2018, Council adopted a revised West Dapto Vision. The revised document includes eight 
key vision statements including principles relating to transport, water management, conservation, open 
space, community facilities, town centres, housing and employment. A detailed review of the DCP 
provisions was identified as part of the next step in implementing the principles in the West Dapto Vision. 
The DCP review process has highlighted the following issues: 

Chapter D16 West Dapto Urban Release Area 

Part D of the DCP relates specifically to localities within the local government area. Chapter D16: West 
Dapto Urban Release Area commenced on 17 December 2010. A key element of the Chapter is the 
requirement for Neighbourhood Plans to guide the assessment of future applications for land release. 

The Chapter has been modified several times since its commencement to include Neighbourhood Plans 
as they have been developed and adopted by Council. There are currently 11 Neighbourhood Plans with 
the last one adopted on 20 December 2018 with other amendments made to the Chapter. 
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Based on a working knowledge and stakeholder feedback gained over the past 10 years, there are a 
number of improvements and efficiencies that can be made through the D16 Chapter to better meet the 
intended outcomes adopted in the West Dapto Vision.  

There is opportunity to improve the Neighbourhood Planning process to address the varied scale and 
quality, which would allow for improvements in achieving strategic planning outcomes and efficient 
infrastructure delivery, and better align with infrastructure planning such as the West Dapto Development 
Contributions Plan. Consideration of larger scale neighbourhood planning aligned with water catchments 
has tangible benefits. 

Council staff working knowledge has also identified opportunity to improve efficiency in the development 
assessment processes via contemporary DCP provisions with clear and consistent guidance for land 
development. 

Chapter B2 Residential Subdivisions 

Part B of the DCP relates specifically to land use requirements. Chapter B2 Residential Subdivisions 
commenced on 1 March 2010. A key element of the Chapter is the requirement for the subdivision of 
land not restricted to the West Dapto area.  

A number of inconsistencies have been identified when Chapter B2 is compared to other sections of the 
DCP including the subdivision provisions contained in Chapter D16 for West Dapto. As it stands, the 
content in Chapter B2 relating to road network and design differs from the guidance provided in the 
section of the DCP relating specifically to West Dapto.  

A consolidated and updated set of requirements would better serve the development industry in terms of 
understanding Council’s land release guidelines.   

Draft West Dapto Open Space Design and Technical Manuals  

The West Dapto Vision 2018 contemplates a review of the DCP to include “more focused and detailed 
network planning for open space”.  

The Open Space Design Manual will provide guidance at subdivision planning stage and detail the 
requirements and scale of each of the park categories on the open space hierarchy (ie Sports Parks, 
Neighbourhood Parks and Local Parks). 

The Open Space Technical Manual is a companion reference document to provide the needed technical 
specifications for proposed open space infrastructure, detailing model types, materials and finishes to 
guide the detailed design and costing of subdivision open space provision appropriate to the category of 
park being provided.  

PROPOSAL 

Chapter D16 and B2 of the DCP have been amended to align with strategic principles in the West Dapto 
Vision 2018. The Open Space Manuals have also been introduced to implement the adopted Vision. The 
draft documents are attached to this report. 

The key changes to the DCP are detailed as follows: 

Document Structure and mapping 

 Restructure Chapter D16 of the DCP around principles established in the West Dapto Vision 
2018. 

 Strengthen connection and consistency of Chapter D16 and B2 with other Chapters of the 
Wollongong DCP. 

 Include new maps in Chapter D16 reflecting the West Dapto Vision Structure Plan 2018 and 
additional information informing road networks, stormwater and open spaces 
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Precinct Planning 

 Remove Neighbourhood Planning process and introduce Precinct Planning to improve the
guidance of strategic planning outcomes. 

 Precincts boundaries to align with water sub-catchments.

 Provide clear information requirements to guide precinct plan applications.

Water Management 

 Align water management requirements with contemporary Coastal Management Program
outcomes. 

Town centres 

 Guiding provisions for Town Centre master planning, including walkability modelling and plans
that demonstrate public and employment access to active and public transport. 

Conservation 

 Provide clarification of Heritage Study requirements.

Community Facilities 

 Promote the planning of community hubs at precinct planning stage and provide guidance in
terms of desired location and alignment with open space and supporting services. 

Subdivision and Road design 

 Minor updates and changes to Chapter B2 to improve guidance in subdivision planning and
development assessment including updated references to legislation and policy to reflect the 
current planning setting. Revision to the contents layout to simplify navigation for the end users. 

 Updated road cross sections, objectives and details relating to each type is increased.

 Bring the subdivision chapter in line with preferred subdivision requirements for cut and fill,
pedestrian and cycleways, open space (including update to planning hierarchy), traffic, bushfire 
and servicing. 

Open Space 

 Introduce specific open space requirements in the West Dapto Open Space Design Manual
(OSDM) and West Dapto Open Space Technical Manual (OSTM).  

 The manuals clearly set Council’s design expectations for natural and riparian areas, stormwater
management and open space, equal access, and maintenance within each park category.  

 The OSDM details the requirements and scale of each of the park categories on the open space
hierarchy – Sports Parks, Neighbourhood Parks, and Local Parks when the subdivision open 
space is first being conceived, laid out, and costed. 

 Specific design guidelines are provided for open space functions such as play spaces, car
parking, public art, furniture, pathways, off road cycling trails, waste collection, and signage. 

 The OSTM is a companion reference document which will guide developers and provides
technical specifications for open space infrastructure, equipment required materials and finishes, 
etc.  This guides the design and costing of subdivision open space appropriate to the category of 
park being provided.  
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 The focus of the OSDM and OSTM is primarily the West Dapto Urban Release Area and is 
referenced by the draft Chapter D16: West Dapto Urban Release Area. 

 

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

If the draft amendment to the DCP is endorsed by Council for public exhibition the process will entail: 

 Notification in local newspapers of the exhibition dates (minimum 28 days) 

 Exhibition website with the draft material for viewing, downloading and comments 

 Physical copies made available in the Wollongong Library and Dapto Library  

 Collating comments and feedback provided from the community and summarising 

Following the exhibition period, submissions will be reviewed and reported to Council with further 
recommendations regarding progression of the guiding documents. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

Aligning policy and planning to deliver the desirable outcomes for the West Dapto contributes to the 
delivery of Our Wollongong 2028 goals “1. We value and protect our environment”, “2. We have an 
innovative and sustainable economy”, “6. We have affordable and accessible transport.”  It specifically 
delivers on the following: 

Community Strategic Plan Delivery Program 2018-2021 Annual Plan 2018-19 

Strategy 3 Year Action Annual Deliverables 

1.3 The sustainability of our urban 
environments is improved 

1.3.1.2  Develop planning controls 
and Town Centre and 
Neighbourhood Plans with 
regard to the economic, 
social and environmental 
impacts 

Continue the review of the West 
Dapto Land Release area 
including the Vision, Structure 
Plans and Local Infrastructure 
Plans 

2.1.5 West Dapto urban growth is 
effectively managed to balance 
employment and population 
growth 

2.1.5.1  In collaboration with key 
agencies, facilitate the West 
Dapto Taskforce to deliver 
the first stages of the West 
Dapto Urban Release Area 

Continue to implement the 
Infrastructure Delivery Program to 
support the West Dapto Urban 
Release Area 

6.3 Provide connected and 
accessible places and spaces 

6.3.1.1  Plan and implement projects 
to improve connectivity 

Develop a Community focused 
Active Transport Program 

Ecological Sustainability 

The Wollongong DCP 2009 already includes Chapter A2 Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) 
which is applicable to the whole LGA. Amendments to Chapter D16: West Dapto Release Area, includes 
a section of conservation principles including environmental conservation, heritage conservation and 
riparian corridors.   

RISK ASSESSMENT AND FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The introduction of Precinct Planning is expected to improve efficiencies in the development assessment 
phase by providing more informed guidance to the development approval process. 

The Open Space Manuals will provide important guidelines and specifications for developers when 
designing and costing subdivision proposals. Developers will be able to price open space provision more 
accurately, and ensure that the features and infrastructure proposed are appropriate to the relevant park 
category, and reduce the likelihood of unnecessary maintenance burdens being passed on to Council. 
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CONCLUSION 

The West Dapto Vision 2018 sets the framework to update the DCP as it relates to the release area, and 
to bring planning policy documents into alignment. The draft Chapter D16 West Dapto Release Area, 
draft Chapter B2 Residential Subdivision, draft West Dapto Open Space Design Manual and draft West 
Dapto Open Space Technical Manual will facilitate implementation of West Dapto Vision 2018. This 
report recommends Council endorsement of the documents for public exhibition. Following the exhibition 
period, submissions will be reviewed and reported to Council with further recommendations regarding 
progression of the guiding documents. 
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