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ITEM 11 
TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF UNFORMED AND UNNAMED ROAD LOT 1 DP 56059  
OTFORD TO NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICES TO FORM PART OF ROYAL 
NATIONAL PARK 

  
The National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS) has identified an unnamed and unformed road that 
traverses Lot 1 DP 56059 (the Subject Road) that is suitable to consolidate within the Royal National 
Park. The NPWS propose to publish a gazette notice to reserve the Subject Road as part of the Royal 
National Park. The gazette notice has the effect of closing the Subject Road and transferring ownership 
to the NPWS.  

RECOMMENDATION 

1 Council supports the proposal by the National Parks and Wildlife Service to formally reserve the 
unnamed road reserve that traverses Lot 1 DP 56059 as shown crosshatched on Attachments 1 
and 2, as National Park, effectively closing the road reserve and transferring ownership to the 
National Park and Wildlife Services.  

2 The National Parks and Wildlife Services be responsible for preparation, and if necessary, 
registration of all necessary documentation to effect the reservation. 

3 The National Parks and Wildlife Services be responsible for any and all costs in relation to this 
matter. 

4 Approval be granted to affix the Common Seal of Council to any documentation required to give 
effect to this resolution.  

REPORT AUTHORISATIONS 

Report of: Lucielle Power, Manager Property + Recreation  
Authorised by: Kerry Hunt, Director Community Services - Creative and Innovative City  

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Map of Unformed Road Reserve Proposed to be Incorporated within Royal National Park 
2  Aerial Map of Unformed Road Reserve Proposed to be Incorporated within Royal National Park 
3  Deposited Plan 56059 
4  Plan 2495-1603 - Plan of a Road Proposed to be Opened as a Public Parish Road under Act of  

Council 4 William IV No. 11” Dated 25 January 1883 
5  NSW Government Gazette of 28 January 1885 at Folio 799 
6  NSW Government Gazette of 22 December 1885 at Folio 8303 
7  NSW Government Gazette 14 June 1887 at Folio 3939 
8  Extract from Parish of Bulgo map 
  
BACKGROUND 

Background regarding the road 

The road reserve shown crosshatched in Attachments 1 and 2 is a public road under the ownership and 
control of Wollongong City Council as the relevant road’s authority. The road traverses through Lot 1 DP 
56059 being land owned by the NPWS and is part of the Royal National Park (refer Attachment 3).  

The Subject Road was opened using plan 2495-1603 (refer Attachment 4), being a “Plan of a road 
proposed to be opened as a public Parish Road under act of Council 4 William IV No. 11” dated 25 
January 1883.  

The three required stages of opening a public Parish Road were completed as follows:  

1. Preliminary notification was posted in the NSW Government Gazette of 28 January 1885 at Folio 799 

(refer Attachment 5)  

2. Confirmation of the road opening was posted in the NSW Government Gazette of 22 December 1885 

at Folio 8303 (refer Attachment 6) 
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3. Notification of the opening of the road was posted in the NSW Government Gazette of 14 June 1887 

at Folio 3939 (refer Attachment 7) 

On opening, the Subject Road became a public road vested in Council as the appropriate road’s 
authority at that time. Further confirmation of the status of the Subject Road is shown in an extract of the 
regional charting map of the Parish of Bulgo (refer Attachment 8) which denotes the Subject Road as a 
public road. 

Details of the road  

The approximate area of the Subject Road is 6,670 square metres. The area in which the Subject Road 
sits is zoned C1 National Parks and Nature Reserve and is managed by the NPWS as National Park. 
The Subject Road is unformed.  

Proposal from National Parks and Wildlife Service 

On 24 November 2022 Council received a letter from NPWS, summarised as follows:  

• NPWS has identified a Council public road that appears suitable for incorporating within the Royal 

National Park. The road reserve is unformed, and an assessment of the proposed road closure has 

identified that incorporating the road within the Royal National Park will not leave any surrounding 

properties landlocked.  

• NPWS seeks Council’s support to have the Subject Road formally reserved as part of the Royal 

National Park. Such reservation would be carried out under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

and would have the effect of closing the road reserve, and ownership of the land comprising the 

Subject Road would then be transferred to NPWS by means of reservation as National Park. This 

process negates the need for any formal road closure action.  

• NPWS requires a formal resolution of Council supporting the gazette notice being published that 

reserves the road as part of the Royal National Park and having the effect of closing the Subject 

Road.  

PROPOSAL 

The Subject Road is unformed and traverses through land owned and managed by the NPWS. Given 
that there were no objections from the relevant divisions of Council, it is proposed that Council resolves 
to support the proposal by the NPWS to formally reserve the Subject Road as part of the Royal National 
Park, effectively closing the Subject Road and transferring ownership to the NPWS.  

CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

A referral was sent to the following relevant sections of Council with no objections raised:  

• Land Use Planning  

• Infrastructure Strategy and Planning 

• Open Spaces and Environmental Services 

• Heritage  

• City Works. 

PLANNING AND POLICY IMPACT 

This report contributes to the delivery of Our Wollongong 2032 Goal Number 1 ‘We value and protect our 
environment’. It specifically delivers on core business activities as detailed in the Property Services 
Service Plan 2022-23. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council would be absolved from any future liability or maintenance responsibilities for the land by 
supporting the proposal by the NPWS.   
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CONCLUSION 

The Subject Road is unformed and supporting the proposal by the NPWS would have the effect of 
closing the road and transferring ownership to the NPWS for the land to be consolidated within the Royal 
National Park.  
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